Concept Note

FAITH AND CHILDREN'’S RIGHTS: A
MULTI-RELIGIOUS STUDY ON THE
CONVENTION RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

- KAl CIl 1D

d Q\
ARIGATOU unlcef Q\ ) UNITED NATIONS
INTERNATIONAL - World Vision y HUMAN RIGHTS
\‘\}W OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
for every child DIALOGUE
E N TR E
% AFRICAN d Viol
(%2 unioN Bahd’i International Community v ’ in Vio %?‘Cﬁ.’ @ ALLIANCE T
V) Ecosocc  United Nations Office child rights connect \ ' gdlnSt lnaren sou sastn coumuminies

&
i nternational Network JOINT LEARNING INITIATIVE on 101
ONOERR ' oo sudiners  FAITH & LOCAL COMMUNITIES NY'& //BR Pa RD Religions for Peace —>7

Qmm P an Q\
i H%% Wensa ¥ £7% ' o . GOBIERNO DE
¢ i ) years of \ .g = World Council 9w | o T aé'e.;' |'§s'°"b| ofer
%%www@@ dedlcated serwce Of Churches g:nzbf;er On's ond M E X I C O
Sarvodaya SHANTI ASHRAM




The UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) was adopted unanimously by the
UN General Assembly in 1989 and has been
ratified by virtually all Member States of the
United Nations. The CRC's 30th Anniversary
will be celebrated at a time when the world

is facing critical challenges that are having
a profound effect on many children in many
parts of the world and include climate change,
rise of extreme and violent ideologies, massive
migration and forced displacement of millions
of families, growing inequality, as well as new
threats such as online sexual exploitation and
abuse of children.

Based on the important and influential role
that religion and religious communities play in
society and in the lives of people around the
world, Arigatou International and partners have
developed a multi-religious study of the CRC.
The study examines for the first time the ways in
which seven of the world'’s major religions—the
Bahé&'i Faith, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
Islam, Judaism, and the Sikh Faith—affirm the
sanctity of life and dignity of the child and it
reflects on how the tenets of these religions
are compatible with the CRC's principles and
values. Also addressed is the important role
that the CRC and these religions ascribe to
the family as the natural environment for the



full and harmonious development of children
and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and
understanding.

This Study identifiessome ofthe inconsistencies
between the religious tenets and actual
practices which result in many shortcomings in
the fulfilment of children’s rights. They include
harmful practices against children by some
groups who have misused or misinterpreted
religious tenets. The Study identifies the
critical role played by religious groups as
advocates for child protection and highlights
a number of achievements and good practices
by religious communities. It further provides
recommendations for interfaith dialogue
among religious leaders, and dialogue with
human rights advocates and child protection
practitioners to strengthen collaboration and
build solidarity for children’s rights. Ultimately,
the Study presents the added value of the
CRC as a guiding reference in any action that
concerns the care and protection of children
and provides a supporting framework for
diverse religious communities to promote the
realization of children’s rights.

The Study was developed in collaboration with
UNICEF, the former Special Representative
of the UN Secretary-General on Violence
against Children, the Global Network of
Religions for Children (GNRC) and with the
support of partners, KAICIID and World Vision
International. The development of the Study
brought together experts on children’s rights
and religious scholars and leaders to reflect
and review the CRC and its implementations
by religious communities since its adoption
thirty years ago.

PANEL DISCUSSION AND
LAUNCHING OF STUDY

11:00 - 13:00

PALAIS DES NATIONS, ROOM XVI

For the CRC’s 30th Anniversary a panel
discussion has been organized followed by
the official launching of the multi-religious
Study. The panel discussion will present
the findings of the Study and reflect on the
way forward for strengthening the CRC's
implementation and the critical role of
religious communities in this context. The
panel will bring together child rights experts,
diverse religious leaders, representatives of
UN agencies, faith-based organizations and
civil society organizations.

LAUNCH OF STUDY AND
RECEPTION

13:00 - 14:00

RESTAURANT DES DELEGUES,
8TH FLOOR

Presentation of Faith and Children’s Rights:
A Multi-Religious Study on the Convention
on the Rights of the Child to religious
leaders and UN representatives. Remarks
from representatives from children, OHCHR,
Permanent Missions to the United Nations,
and religious leaders.

Arigatou International



Present the findings of the Multi-Religious Study on the Convention on the Rights of

the Child;

Discuss challenges that children face today and how religious communities, in
partnership with governments, UN agencies, and other civil society organizations can

better respond,;

Reflect on the role that religious communities can play in furthering the

implementation of the CRC;

Share practical ways in which the recommendations of the Study can be brought to
religious communities and other partners for implementing at the national, regional

and global levels.
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