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Review question 
• What is the prevalence of post-operative trichiasis and other 

poor outcomes of trichiasis surgery in Africa? 
 
Objectives 
• To determine the incidence of post-operative trichiasis and 

other poor outcomes of trichiasis surgery in Africa. 
• To compare the incidence of post-operative trichiasis and 

other poor outcomes in interventional studies and 
observational studies in Africa. 
 



Methods 
 

Electronic Databases: PubMed, Academic Search Premier, Africa-Wide 
Information, and Health Source Nursing through EBSCOhost, Web of 
Science [all databases], and Cochrane Central Register of Controlled 
Trials.  
 

Google scholar® and other relevant websites, reference lists  

Search terms: “trichiasis” OR “entropion” 







35 studies 

16 interventional studies (RCTs) 

19 observational studies (cohort – 
retrospective and prospective, cross-

sectional surveys, before-after 
studies) 





















Online survey 



Objectives 
To identify national targets for good 
surgical outcome (% of patients with no 
post-operative trichiasis). 

To identify and document the national 
policies and strategies to monitor surgical 
outcomes and conduct surgical audits. 

To identify national strategies for 
addressing poor surgical quality among 
surgeons. 





















1. Lack of funds to support trichiasis surgery 

2. Shortage of trained human resources to manage post-
operative trichiasis 

3. Refusal by patients to undergo repeat surgery 



4. Lack of proper follow-up systems for trichiasis patients after 
surgery 

5. Limited national data on the magnitude of trichiasis to inform 
planning 

6. Weak referral systems 
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