INTERMNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

CHALLENGING

THE RULES OF
THE GAME!

Join us at the United Nations for an empowering discussion
on Sport & Disability, with the participation of
Paralympic Champion Moran Samuel

Monday, December 3, 2018
13:30 - 15:00
Room VII, Palais des Nations
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CHALLENGING THE RULES OF THE CGAME!

CONCEPT

The International Day of Persons with Cisazilitics, marked every year on December 3
[UNCA Res 47/3), is an opportunity to celebrate diversity, sdvocate for inclusive
policies and promote change.

Frejudice, misconception and negative sterentypes regarding persons with
disabilities are the source of discriminatory practices and limitation of access in the
society. Sport, however, is 8 powerful tool to geconstruct these prejudices and to
demonstrate that persons with disakilities can - and have the right to - equally be
included in society. Certainly, adjustments are necded - both on infrastructures and
in the mingds - and the Paralympic Semes cen surely be an inspiring example of this

As recognized in Human Rights Council "Sport and Clympic |deal” resolutions, sport
is & universal language that contributes to educating people an the values of
respect, diversity, tolerance ana fairness and as 2 means to comibat all forms of
discrimination and promote socizl inclusion for all” It is also an extraordinary tool to
cducating the youths. empowering wormen. and initiating change to reach the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Moreover. the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities highlighted in
its Cenerzl Comment No. 2 on "Accessibility” that the CRPD “requires States parties
to ioentify gno eliminate obstacles and berriers to accessioility to [..] other indoor
and cutdoor facilities”. Furthermore. it explained *Everyone has the right to [.] take
part in sports”, and highlighted how Stete can implement the Convention's
requircments inorder to enaizle persons with disabilities to participate on an egual
rasis with others in sporting activities. This idea was reinforced in other SGeneral
Comments referring to the rights of women and girls with disabilities, ss well a5 on
living independently and being included in the community.

Based on this background, the panel giscussion organized on the occasion of the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities aims at raising awarcness on the
barriers feced by persons with ciszbilities on a daily basis, gnd learm sbout the
educational power of sport to remeve those karriers and design an environment
inclusive of persons with disakilities.

PROGRAMME

Fznel
Mz Moran SAMUEL Paralympic basketball plaver and world champion rower, [srael
Mz Victoria LEE. Humian Rights & Cisakility advisaor, OHCHRE

International Disahility Allience's representative (TEC)

Wealcoming & Qpening Remarks

H.E. Ms. Aviva RAZ SHECHTER, Permanent Represaentative of lsrael
H.E. Ms. Anna KORKA. Permanent Representative aof Greece

Mr. Nasashi NAKAGOME, Minister, Permanent Mission of Japan
Ms. Monica FERRO, Director, UNFPA Genova Sifice




