
The duty to Honour Victims by Preventing & Punishing Genocide 

Organizers: 

 The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Rwanda 

 No Peace Without Justice | www.npwj.org | An international non‑profit organization that works for the 

protection and promotion of human rights, democracy, the rule of law and international justice. 

 Collectif des Parties Civiles pour le Rwanda | www.collectifpartiescivilesrwanda.fr | Established in 

2001, CPCR’s objective is to pursue those suspected of having participated in the Genocide against the Tut-

si in Rwanda in 1994 and who reside on French territory.  
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 Mr Michael Møller, Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva. 

 Mr Adama Dieng, United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Advisor for the Prevention of Genocide                                          

……………………………  (Video message) 

Moderator: 

 Niccolò Figà-Talamanca, Secretary General, No Peace Without Justice. 

Panelists: 

 Dafroza Gauthier, Co-Founder, Collectif des Parties Civiles pour le Rwanda. 

 Prof Mukesh Kapila CBE, Professor of Global Health and Humanitarian Affairs, University of Manchester; Associate Fel-

low, Geneva Centre for Security Policy. 

 Dr James Smith CBE, Founder and CEO, Aegis Trust; Co-founder of the UK National Holocaust Centre. 

 Linda Melvern, Investigative journalist and author of A Conspiracy to Murder and A People Betrayed; Honorary Professor, 

Department of International Politics, University of Wales. 

 Dr Andrew Wallis, Researcher, journalist and author of Silent Accomplice.  

 Rodney Dixon QC, Queens Counsel specializing in public international law and international criminal law, Temple Garden 

Chambers. 
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Multi-stakeholder meeting to mark the third International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of 

the Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime. 

“ The Duty to Honour Victims by Preventing & Punishing Genocide” 

Background 

On 9 December every year, the world observes the International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the 

Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime (“World Genocide Commemoration Day”). World Genocide Commem-

oration Day was established by resolution of the United Nations General Assembly in September 2015.  

9th of December was selected because the date is the anniversary of the adoption of the 1948 Convention on the Preven-

tion and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (the “Genocide Convention”). 

The purpose of the day, as declared by the United Nations, is : 

“to raise awareness of the Genocide Convention and its role in combating and preventing the crime of Genocide, as 

defined in the Convention, and to commemorate and honour its victims.” 

Objectives 

To raise awareness and facilitate multi-stakeholder discussion in respect of the crime of genocide. To promote a better un-

derstanding of past genocides and responses to them as a means of seeking justice and informing better policy and practi-

cal solutions to current and future threats. 

Main themes 

 Memory:  Remembering the victims of genocide and honouring them by resolving to take positive and meaningful 

steps in their names. 

 Truth: The importance of establishing a reliable and comprehensive public record of incidents of genocide from which 

we can learn and educate future generations.  

 Justice and accountability: The shared obligation to end impunity by prosecuting fairly and swiftly those responsible 

for genocide, wherever and whenever it happens. 

 Combatting genocide denial: Denial is the final stage of any genocide. It perpetuates the suffering caused and under-

mines efforts to promote reconciliation , unity and peace. 

 Prevention: We dishonor the memory of victims of past genocides if we fail to meet the international responsibility to 

protect groups of people at risk of destruction today. The often-repeated mantra “Never Again” must be delivered 

through practical efforts to prevent future atrocities. 
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