Intersessional seminar on 
Cultural rights and the protection of cultural heritage 

Date and venue

Room XIX, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

7 July 2017, 10:00 – 18:00. 
Background

By resolution 33/20 of 6 October 2017, the Human Rights Council requested the High Commissioner to convene a one-day intersessional seminar on ways to prevent, contain and/or mitigate the detrimental impact of the damage to, or destruction of, cultural heritage on the enjoyment of human rights, including cultural rights by all, and on best practices in this regard. The seminar is to be held before the Council’s 36th session. The Council also requested the High Commissioner to invite States, the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, intergovernmental organizations and United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, civil society organizations, cultural right defenders and other interested stakeholders involved in the protection of cultural heritage, with a view to ensuring their participation in the seminar. The Council also requested the High Commissioner to prepare a summary report on the seminar for submission to the Human Rights Council at its 37th session (OP 13).
The resolution referred to the work undertaken by the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights (PP 14), who devoted two reports to the issue of intentional destruction of cultural heritage (A/HRC/31/59 and A/71/317) and who called upon all States to respect, promote and protect the right of everyone to take part in cultural life, including the ability to access and enjoy cultural heritage, and to take relevant actions to achieve this. 

This resolution followed a statement made to the Human Rights Council in March 2016, by an unprecedented cross-regional coalition of 145 States. The statement condemned intentional destruction of cultural heritage and called for the identification of best practices for its prevention, as well as for “raising awareness on the mutually reinforcing relation between the protection of cultural heritage and human rights and on the risks faced by defenders of cultural heritage”.
Over the last few years, a number of studies, reports, debates, international conferences, expert meetings and initiatives have focused on cultural heritage, many of them as a response to high profile incidents of its intentional destruction. They addressed issues related to the protection of cultural heritage that raised human rights related questions, such as the most appropriate conditions to ensure meaningful engagement of persons and groups in the identification, interpretation and stewardship of cultural heritage, as well as participation in decision-making concerning its restoration, reconstruction and eventual destruction. For the first ever, a stand-alone case of destruction of cultural heritage was prosecuted before the International Criminal Court as war crime (27 September 2016, Mali). There is a growing acknowledgment that cultural heritage is a living resource for societies, one that can contribute to building peace and understanding people. It is therefore now a critical moment to reflect on international strategies for its protection. 
Purpose and objective of the intersessional seminar
As mandated in resolution 33/20, the seminar aims at addressing ways to prevent, contain and/or mitigate the detrimental impact of the damage to or destruction of cultural heritage on the enjoyment of human rights, including cultural rights by all, and at identifying best practices in this regard. 
To achieve this, the seminar is designed to build on the recommendations already available in 3 reports by the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights and her predecessor (A/HRC/17/38, A/HRC/31/59 and A/71/317), the relevant study of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (A/HRC/30/53), Human Rights Council resolution 33/20 of 27 September 2016 and Security Council resolutions 2347 of 24 March 2017, and to discuss practical and concrete actions that should be taken towards their full and timely implementation. 
An expert meeting, organised on 6 July 2017 in Geneva, will contribute to preparing the discussion of the seminar and focusing the discussions towards implementation. Some of the experts will contribute as panellists to the seminar.
Format

The seminar will be open to the participation of States, relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, other international organizations, civil society organisations, national human rights institutions, cultural rights defenders and relevant stakeholders from across the world involved in the protection of cultural heritage. 
Participants are encouraged to intervene in an interactive way, through questions, comments and sharing of experiences, good practices and challenges as well as suggested recommendations on the way forward, with a view to stimulating constructive debate. States, national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders are also encouraged to include in their respective delegations relevant cultural heritage professionals or other actors involved in protection of cultural heritage.
The seminar will be structured in three main sessions. For each session, 2 to 3 expert panellists will make a short presentation in their field of expertise and suggest concrete implementation strategies, addressing the issues proposed for consideration in the agenda. The remainder of the sessions will be dedicated to interaction between all participants (limited to 2 minutes per intervention), concluded by 15 minutes for comments and replies by the panellists.
At the end of the morning and of the day, a session will be devoted to compiling possible conclusions and recommendations to be included in the summary report of the seminar, which should be prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Participants will also be invited to share their ideas on possible follow-up steps that could be taken to implement the Special Rapporteur’s and other relevant reports, as well as to follow up from the seminar. 

Background documents
· HRC Resolution 33/20
· Reports of the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, A/HRC/17/38, A/HRC/31/59 and A/71/317.
· Report of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples A/HRC/30/53
· Security Council resolution 2347 of 24 March 2017 and resolution 2199 of 2015.
Additional information about the meeting can be found on: www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/CulturalRightsProtectionCulturalHeritage.aspx
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