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Olga Skaredina, Northeastern University 

Olga Skaredina is a Ph.D. candidate in Public 
Policy at Northeastern University, specializing 
in sustainability, resilience, and global 
environmental governance. For more than 
three years, she has been actively engaged in 
UNEP processes, including the United Nations 
Environment Assembly, the negotiations 
establishing the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Panel on Chemicals, Waste and 
Pollution, and the negotiations toward an 
international legally binding instrument on 
plastic pollution. She previously served as the 
Science-Policy Thematic Facilitator for the 
Children and Youth Major Group to UNEP and 
continues to engage closely with the Scientific 
and Technological Major Group. She also has 
broad experience across the United Nations 

system, having participated as a youth representative in the Summit of the Future, the Bonn 
Climate Change Conference, COP28, and Stockholm+50. These engagements have given her a 
comprehensive understanding of UNEP’s stakeholder engagement mechanisms and substantial 
experience facilitating inclusive civil society participation. Her work across academic, civil 
society, and intergovernmental settings positions her well to serve as Regional Facilitator for 
North America. 

 

Shreya Ramachandran, The Grey Water Project 

Shreya Ramachandran holds a masters degree from 
Stanford University in Sustainability Science and 
Practice, and has been a deeply committed 
environmental leader for the past ten years. She has 
engaged with the United Nations since 2017, beginning 
as a Steering Committee member within the Major 
Group for Children and Youth (CYMG) and now serving 
as the North American Focal Point for the youth group. 
Last year, she organized the first ever North America 
Youth Regional Forum and was a speaker at the 
ECOSOC Youth Forum where she advanced policy to 

support youth inclusion in urban governance. Shreya has also helped organize Youth 
Environmental Assemblies leading up to UNEA 5, 6, and 7, has represented young people at 
major global convenings including COP29 and the UN Water Conference, and was co-author of 
the UNEP Stockholm+50 Youth Policy paper, which became an official outcome of the 
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conference. She also has deep environmental expertise beyond formal UN negotiations. At age 
13, she founded The Grey Water Project to fill a gap in public awareness and advocacy around 
greywater reuse and has reached over 100,000 people worldwide. She has served as the Youth 
Sustainability Commissioner for her city for the past 8 years, driving both youth inclusion and 
sustainable policy. She designed and passed a Climate Literacy Resolution for 30,000 students 
in her district, a model now replicated by student leaders across California. She also led 
stakeholder and student engagement to develop Climate Action plans in her city as well as 
Stanford University, working towards the SDG 11 goal of creating more sustainable cities and 
communities. Her research explores how climate change directly affects human health, from 
studying how clean energy transitions improve rural health to analyzing flooding-related health 
risks in California. She serves on leading nonprofit boards including Action for Nature and the 
HAAS Center for Public Service of Stanford University. At Stanford she served as Class President 
for three years, managing a budget of $50K annually, and was the director of Students for a 
Sustainable Stanford. She is also a National Geographic Young Explorer. She has been featured 
widely for her work including the Washington Post, New York Times, People Magazine Through 
these experiences, Shreya has demonstrated that she has the skills, time, and ability to facilitate 
North American regional processes. If she is elected as Regional Facilitator, Shreya will execute 
on three main aims. First, she will convene more regular consultations with North American 
organizations to build consensus on key issues and give the region a distinct voice in UNEP 
proceedings. Second, she will increase North American engagement by recruiting more regional 
nonprofits for UNEP accreditation. Third, she will launch working groups on key issues, such as 
oceans, waste, and critical minerals, to make UNEA resolutions actionable for North American 
organizations. 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Olcay ÜNVER, The Light Millennium, 
Charitable Global Human Advancement 
Organization (2001, New York) 

Olcay Ünver, PhD, is an internationally 
recognized leader in sustainable development, 
water policy and integrated natural resources 
management. Over a career spanning more 
than four decades, he has held senior 
leadership positions in government, the United 
Nations system, academia and international 
professional organizations, contributing to 

policy development, institutional strengthening, scientific leadership and international 
cooperation at national, regional and global levels.   His work has advanced integrated 
approaches linking water, food, agriculture, land, environment and climate within broader 
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sustainable development agendas, and strengthened the interface between science, policy and 
practice. His experience encompasses engineering, regional development, public policy, social 
equity, strategic planning, institutional development, international cooperation, independent 
evaluation and higher education.   Currently Professor of Practice at Arizona State University, he 
continues to contribute through teaching, research, international advisory and evaluation 
assignments, editorial responsibilities and professional service, drawing on a career that has 
combined operational responsibility with global policy engagement and knowledge leadership. 
Professional Experience • Deputy Director, Land and Water Division, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO). • Coordinator, World Water Assessment Programme, 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). • Vice Chair, UN-
Water Strengthened policy coherence and collaboration across the United Nations system on 
water and sustainable development. • President, Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP) Regional 
Development Administration, Türkiye. • Adjunct Industry Fellow, Australian Rivers Institute, 
Griffith University, Australia. • Distinguished Visiting Professor of Water Resources, Kent State 
University, United States. • Professor of Practice, School of Sustainable Engineering and the Built 
Environment, Arizona State University, United States. • Senior Advisor, Prime Minister's Office, 
Türkiye. Provided strategic advice on water resources, regional development and international 
water cooperation. State Planning Organization, Türkiye. • Water Resources Specialist, State 
Planning Organization, Türkiye. 

 

 

Marco Castaldi, Global Waste-to-Energy Research and 
Technology Council (WtERT®)  

Dr. Marco J. Castaldi is a Professor of Chemical Engineering and 
Director of the Earth System Science and Environmental 
Engineering Program at The City College of New York (CUNY), as 
well as Director of the Earth Engineering Center and Vice 
President of the Waste-to-Energy Research and Technology 
Council (WtERT), a UNEP-accredited organization. Dr. Castaldi 
brings over two decades of experience at the intersection of 
science, policy, and stakeholder engagement in sustainable 
waste management, energy systems, and environmental 

protection. He has an extensive record of academic leadership, with more than 90 peer-reviewed 
publications, multiple patents, and recognized contributions to advancing waste-to-energy and 
circular economy solutions. His work has consistently bridged research, industry, and policy, 
supporting evidence-based decision-making. Importantly, Dr. Castaldi is highly experienced in 
convening diverse stakeholders, including academia, industry, government, and civil society. 
Through his leadership roles at WtERT and international collaborations, he has facilitated 
knowledge exchange across North America and globally, aligning technical expertise with policy 
dialogue. His affiliation with The City College of New York—home to a United Nations University 
hub—further strengthens his connection to UN processes and multilateral engagement. Dr. 
Castaldi possesses the strong communication, organizational, and facilitation skills required for 
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this role. He is well-positioned to support inclusive participation of UNEP-accredited 
organizations, help coordinate regional consultations, and ensure that scientifically grounded 
and broadly consulted perspectives from North America are effectively conveyed to UNEA and 
related processes. His nomination reflects a commitment to constructive, expert-based 
facilitation in support of UNEP’s mission. (https://unu-hub.ccny.cuny.edu/team/dr-marco-
castaldi/) 

 

 

 

Prince George, Friends of the Saskatoon 
Afforestation Areas 

Prince Sobere George is an environmental 
sustainability professional, educator, and 
community engagement leader with expertise 
in stakeholder collaboration, sustainability 
communications, environmental governance, 
and public outreach. He serves as Vice Chair of 
the Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation 
Areas Inc., a UNEP-accredited environmental 
charity advancing biodiversity conservation, 
ecological restoration, environmental 
education, and international knowledge 
exchange. Prince holds a Master of 
Sustainability in Regenerative Sustainability 
from the University of Saskatchewan, a Master 
of Science in Natural Resources and 

Environmental Management from the University of Port Harcourt, and a Climate Change and 
Sustainability certification from The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), India. He works as a 
Sustainability Communications Consultant with the Recycling Council of Alberta, translating 
environmental policy into practical programs, stakeholder engagement strategies, and 
measurable sustainability outcomes. His contributions have been recognized with the RCE 
Saskatchewan Award for Sustainable Development, and he was a finalist for the Community 
Impact and Inclusion Award for advancing inclusive, community-centered environmental 
initiatives. Prince's experience aligns closely with the role of Regional Facilitator. Through his work 
with UNEP-accredited organizations, municipal sustainability initiatives, community education 
programs, and environmental outreach campaigns, he has developed expertise in 
communications, facilitation, reporting, constituency engagement, and knowledge sharing. He 
has organized public forums, educational events, citizen science initiatives, and multi-sector 
partnerships involving government, academia, Indigenous knowledge holders, NGOs, and 
community organizations. His participation in UNEA processes, combined with experience 
building professional networks and communicating sustainability issues across diverse 
audiences, positions him well to support UNEP's goals of strengthening civil society participation 

https://unu-hub.ccny.cuny.edu/team/dr-marco-castaldi/
https://unu-hub.ccny.cuny.edu/team/dr-marco-castaldi/


North America Regional Co-Facilitator Election 2026 
 

Nominees 
  
 
 
and information exchange. If elected, Prince would strengthen communication among UNEP-
accredited organizations across North America, facilitate regular engagement opportunities, 
support timely activity reporting, promote participation in UNEP consultations and governance 
processes, and foster stronger connections between local environmental action and global 
sustainability goals. 


