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UNFCCC REGIONAL COLLABORATION CENTRE FOR EAST AND SOUTHERN 

AFRICA 

 

REGIONAL YOUTHS’ ENGAGEMENT IN THE UNFCCC PROCESS 

AND OPPORTUNITIES   

WEBINAR — CONCEPT NOTE 

Theme: “Catalyzing Youths for Climate Action through local action” 

1.0 Background and Rationale 

Across East and Southern Africa, children- and youth-led climate action is gaining momentum, with young 

people driving community-based initiatives, raising awareness of climate change, developing innovative 

solutions and supporting the design and implementation of ambitious and effective climate policies and actions.  

Despite these important contributions, many young people remain unaware of structured pathways to engage 

meaningfully in the UNFCCC process. For those advancing climate action at the local level, it can be 

challenging to understand how their work connects to international climate negotiations and how they can 

contribute to shaping global climate action.  

YOUNGO, the official children and youth constituency of the UNFCCC, provides an important platform for 

young people to connect to the intergovernmental climate process. In the region, a key vehicle for youth 

engagement is YOUNGO’s Local Conference of Youth (LCOY), a globally organized platform where youth 

consolidate their climate priorities, build capacity, and channel their collective voice toward the global climate 

agenda.  

The UNFCCC Regional Collaboration Centre for East and Southern Africa (RCC EASA) is partnering with 

YOUNGO and selected youth organizations coordinating LCOYs across the region to raise awareness about 

the UNFCCC process, and existing youth-led mechanisms that connect children and young people at the local 

level to the international climate process, strengthening youth inclusion and impact. Youth empowerment and 

engagement, as a cross-cutting focus, is firmly anchored in the UNFCCC’s commitment to Action for Climate 

Empowerment (ACE), as outlined in Article 6 of the Convention and Article 12 of the Paris Agreement. It is 

further operationalized through key COP decisions, including the Glasgow Work Programme on ACE (Decision 

18/CP.26 and Decision 22/CMA.3) its action plan (Decision 23/CP.27 and Decision 22/CMA.4), which aims to 

promote ACE implementation through education and public awareness, training, public participation and public 

access to information. 

This webinar, themed “Catalyzing Youths for Climate Action,” aims to provide an overview of the UNFCCC 

process and showcase opportunities for children and young people to connect at the local level, through youth-

led platforms such as the LCOYs which are taking place across the region this year. It will highlight how 

YOUNGO utilizes the LCOYs as a critical bridge to being the voices of grassroots youth movements into the 

global climate process. Additionally, the session will raise awareness about capacity-building opportunities, 

and avenues for ongoing youth interaction and engagement in climate policy and action.  

2.0 Objectives 

• Demystify the UNFCCC Process: Provide an overview on the UNFCCC process and structure and 

explain how young people can connect with the process at all levels.  

• Provide space for YOUNGO to raise awareness about upcoming LCOYs: To increase regional 

awareness of LCOY 2026 processes across East and Southern Africa and increase engagement with 

youth-led processes at the local level.  

•  Share information on concrete opportunities for children and youth engagement, including capacity-

building, funding avenues, and roles in policy advocacy.  

• Provide a space for young people to connect, network and enhance climate action in the region. 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2021_12a02E.pdf#page=17
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2021_12a02E.pdf#page=17
file:///C:/Users/Vinuela/Downloads/CMA2021_10_Add3_E.pdf
file:///C:/Users/L1124126/Downloads/23/CP.27
file:///C:/Users/L1124126/Downloads/22/CMA.4
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3.0 Format and Structure 

The webinar will run for one hour on a virtual platform and will combine short framing remarks from RCC 

EASA, presentation from YOUNGO, a country-by-country round of presentations from the selected LCOY-

coordinating organizations, followed by a moderated regional discussion and open Q&A.  

4.0 Target Participants 

• YOUNGO Focal Points  

• Children and youth advancing climate action at the local level 

• RCC EASA staff, including Adaptation, Mitigation and Youth/ACE focal points. 

• Youth organizations identified to coordinate national LCOYs across the 19 countries served by RCC 

EASA. 

• National ACE focal points and UNFCCC national focal points where available. 

• Relevant government ministries and development partners supporting youth climate engagement, as 

observers. 

5.0 Proposed Agenda 

Time Item Lead 

15:00: – 15:10 Welcome and framing of the session RCC EASA Facilitator 

15:10 – 15:15 Welcome remarks by RCC EASA.  

Setting the scene: The imperative for youth inclusion in 

climate policy. 

RCC EASA Regional 

Coordinator 

15:15– 15:20 Children and Youth Engagement in the UNFCCC process 

• Presentation by RCC EASA: The UNFCCC process 

and opportunities for youth engagement 

 

UNFCCC -RCC EASA 

Expert 

 

 

15:20 – 15:40 • Presentation by YOUNGO: What are LCOYs? The 

journey from LCOY to COP – How national 

consultations feed into the Global Youth Statement 

and are brought into COP. 

 

Spotlight: LCOYs in East & Southern Africa 

Short showcases from 2-3 LCOY National Coordinators 

(Uganda, Eswatini, Zambia) sharing their themes, plans, and 

challenges. 

 

Panel Q&A:How can youth-led local and regional 

mechanisms support greater climate ambition at the local, 

regional, and international level? 

YOUNGO representative 

 

 

LCOY Coordinating 

Organizations 

 

 

15:40 – 15:55 Pathways for Children and Youth Engagement & Next Steps 

 

• Interactive session outlining how participants can 

get involved (as delegates, volunteers, organizers). 

• Information on upcoming events, resources, and 

support channels from RCC EASA and YOUNGO. 

Youth Representatives 

15:55 – 16:00 Closing remarks and next steps 

 

RCC EASA Regional 

Coordinator 
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• Final remarks and official close.  

• Guidance on staying connected through mailing lists 

and social media groups for future interactions. 

 

YOUNGO representative 

Regional Lead -UNFCCC 

RCC 

6.0 Expected Outcomes 

• Enhanced Understanding: Participants will have a clear, practical understanding of the UNFCCC 

process and opportunities for engagement.  

• Increased Regional Awareness: A significant rise in awareness among youth networks in East and 

Southern Africa regarding: The existence and objectives of LCOY 2026 processes in various countries 

and contact points of the lead coordinating organizations in their respective nations or regionally. 

• Strengthened Network: promote connections amongst youth people to strengthen locally led action 

and regional networks. 

• Strengthened regional youth participation in climate change policy processes and engagements. 

7.0 Logistics 

• Format: Virtual webinar (Zoom/MS Teams — link to be shared upon confirmation). 

• Duration: 1 hour. 

• Proposed Date: Thursday, 13th August,2026 

• Proposed Time: 15:00- 16:00 pm (East Africa Time, EAT) 

• Language: English  

• Recording: The session will be recorded and shared with participating organizations for reference 

•  

8.0 Organizing Team and Contacts 

RCC EASA Regional Collaboration Centre for East and Southern Africa, Kampala, Uganda — focal point 

details to be confirmed, YOUNGO and LCOY organizers 


