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Final Document of the 16th General
Cooperation Meeting between the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation and the

United Nations Systems

Astana, 22-24 July 2024

I. INTRODUCTION

1. Pursuant to United Nations General Assembly resolution 77/18 of 21 November 2022,
the 16th General Cooperation Meeting between the Secretariats of the United Nations (UN) and
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) took place in Astana, Kazakhstan, from 22-24
July 2024. The preceding 15th General Cooperation Meeting was held from 18-20 July 2022 in
Geneva, Switzerland.

Participation

2. The meeting was hosted for the OIC by the Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS). It was co-chaired by OIC Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Affairs, Dr. Ahmad
Kawesa Sengendo, and UN Assistant Secretary-General for the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific,
Mr. Khaled Khiari. Both co-chairs delivered opening statements (attached as annexes 1 and 2).

Representatives of the United Nations System

3. The UN was represented by the Departments of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs and
Peace Operations (DPPA-DPO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the International Organization for Migration (IOM),
the Office of the Resident Coordinator in the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations (UNAOC), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
of Women (UN Women), the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA), the United Nations Technology Bank (UNTB), the World Food
Programme (WFP) and the World Health Organization (WHO).



Representatives of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation

4. The OIC was represented by the General Secretariat, the Bayt Mal Al Quds Acharif
Agency (BMAQ), the Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC) Secretariat,
the Islamic Centre for the Development of Trade (ICDT), the Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum
(ICYF), the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), the Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS), the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA), the Islamic
Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF), the Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ICESCO), the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Labour Centre (OIC LC), the
Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC),
the Standards and Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC) and the Women
Development Organization (WDO).

5. Representatives of the following organizations addressed the opening session: BMAQ,
ICDT, ICESCO, ICYF, IOM, IPHRC, IRCICA, OIC LC, SESRIC, SMIIC, UN Women,
UNHCR, UNICEF, UNRWA, WDO and WHO. Four UN entities also sent video messages that
were shown during the opening session: Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate
(CTED); United Nations Office of South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC); United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA); and WFP. At the closing session, the rapporteurs presented a
summary of the discussions in the working groups and representatives of the following
organizations made statements: IOSF, ISSF, UNHCR, UN Women and WDO.

II. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

6. The UN and the OIC have been working closely together for more than 30 years in
promoting peace and stability, tolerance and understanding. In recent years, they have stepped
up their cooperation engaging in a deeper political dialogue with a view to resolving conflicts in
the region and promoting sustainable development.

7. The Secretariats of the UN and OIC maintain close contacts on country-specific
situations, including through regular meetings and consultations at different levels. The UN
Secretary-General, H.E Mr. Antonio Guterres, met with the OIC Secretary-General, H.E Mr.
Hissein Brahim Taha, in September 2023 on the margins of the opening of the 78th session of
the United Nations General Assembly to discuss regional and international developments and
ways to enhance UN-OIC cooperation. On 16-17 March 2023, ASG Khiari participated in the
49th session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers in Nouakchott, Mauritania. On 6 May 2024,
SRSG Simao of the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS)
represented Secretary-General Guterres at the 15th Islamic Summit in Banjul, the Gambia.

8. Since the outbreak of war in Gaza in October 2023, political dialogue on relevant issues
has intensified and the OIC has made statements in support of UNRWA on many occasions. On
1 July 2024, ASG Khiari participated in the International Symposium on the Question of Al-
Quds, organized by the OIC General Secretariat in partnership with the United Nations
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People (CEIRPP) at OIC
Headquarters in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.



0. Cooperation on combatting Islamophobia remains a priority for both Organizations. On
15 March 2022, the United Nations General Assembly passed resolution 76/254, naming that
date the International Day to Combat Islamophobia, an effort led by Pakistan on behalf of the
OIC. More recently, General Assembly resolution 78/264 inter alia called for the appointment of
a UN Special Envoy to Combat Islamophobia. The OIC Core Group met with Secretary-General
Guterres at UN Headquarters in June 2024 to discuss the implementation of this resolution.

10.  During the General Cooperation Meeting, the significance of inter-organizational
cooperation was emphasized. Particularly in the context of an increasingly challenging financial
environment, such cooperation can help each Organization make a greater impact around the
world. There was general agreement that progress had been made since the last General
Cooperation Meeting in 2022 in a variety of areas, including political dialogue, electoral
assistance, preventing violent extremism, combatting Islamophobia and capacity-building
initiatives. At the same time, some participants stressed the need to do more to ensure the projects
and initiatives discussed at the meeting were fully implemented according to agreed timelines.

11. Overall, participants agreed that the General Cooperation Meeting offered an important
opportunity to take stock of the level of cooperation between the two institutions, and to discuss
ways to enhance it strategically. Participants also appreciated the opportunity to gain familiarity
with the work of other entities and expand professional networks, which can help generate new
avenues of inter-organizational cooperation in the future. As in previous years, participants also
stressed that all relevant UN and OIC entities should participate in the meeting to ensure all areas
of cooperation were fully represented and discussions were as rich as possible.

DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

III. POLITICAL AND OTHER ISSUES

12. The political working group had a rich and productive exchange of views as per the
agenda. The participants highlighted the excellent level of dialogue and cooperation on political
issues between the OIC and UN. Substantive discussions focused on the question of Palestine
and recent developments related to the catastrophic situation in Gaza and regional repercussions
thereof. The participants stressed the importance of combating Islamophobia, one of the priority
areas of cooperation between the two Organizations, and explored tangible steps to move this
cooperation forward, particularly with regard to the implementation of relevant UNGA
resolutions. The group expressed satisfaction with the level of cooperation in electoral affairs and
underscored the need to enhance collaboration in efforts to prevent violent extremism and
terrorism. The participants also discussed the importance of strengthening capacity-building in
mediation and preventive diplomacy. Both Organizations underlined the importance they attach
to strengthening multilateralism to address global challenges. The UN briefed on preparations
for the Summit of the Future, noting that this high-level event would be a pivotal opportunity to
revitalize multilateralism. The participants exchanged views on efforts undertaken by both
Organizations to address the plight of the Rohingya, reviewed the situations in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya, Mali and the Sahel region, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen, and explored ways for
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closer coordination to contribute to efforts toward achieving peace, stability and sustainable
development in these countries. The group also discussed the issue of children and armed
conflict.

Ongoing political cooperation

13. The UN recognized the long-standing cooperation between the OIC and the UN on
political issues, noting the importance placed by the UN Secretary-General on cooperation with
regional organizations and the support the UN receives from the OIC in amplifying messages of
peace and dialogue. The OIC expressed appreciation for the level of cooperation between the UN
and OIC, and assistance provided by the UN to OIC members on conflict prevention and
capacity-building. The OIC underscored that combating Islamophobia, the question of Palestine
and the Rohingya remained priority items for the OIC. The OIC appreciated the UN Secretary-
General’s efforts on combating Islamophobia, including his June 2024 meeting with the OIC
Core Group on Islamophobia. The OIC expressed the willingness of its newly appointed Special
Envoy on Islamophobia to collaborate with a future UN Envoy and suggested organizing a joint
activity. The UN agreed on the need for increased joint efforts and suggested that such an activity
could be organized after the appointment of the UN Envoy.

14. The OIC commended the cooperation with the UN on electoral affairs, which has
continued to strengthen since the last GCM in 2022. Joint activities in the period 2022-2024
included co-organizing a three-day OIC-UN Building Resources in Democracy, Governance and
Elections (BRIDGE) Workshop on election observation for relevant staff of the OIC General
Secretariat in July 2022 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; OIC participation in a senior staff exchange
programme organized by DPPA/Electoral Assistance Division; and the participation of an OIC
representative in a training on preventing and responding to electoral violence organized by the
UN. Both organizations will continue to further strengthen their electoral partnership through
additional steps as agreed and outlined in the matrix of activities for the next two years.

Country Specific Issues
Afghanistan

15. The UN noted the third meeting of special envoys in Doha, adding that the meeting
discussed a step-by-step approach and emphasized respect for the human rights of all Afghans,
including women’s rights. The UN commended the work of the OIC Special Envoy for
Afghanistan, Ambassador Tarig Ali Bahkeet. For the OIC, Afghanistan represented a prime
example of cooperation between the UN and the OIC. The OIC underlined the alignment of the
international community in support of an Afghanistan at peace with itself and its neighbours,
fully reintegrated into the international community and meeting international obligations. To
promote respect for women’s rights, the OIC Secretary-General proposed organizing a
conference of scholars (ulema) from Afghanistan and the broader Muslim world on Islamic
values. On security, the OIC underlined that some progress had been achieved, but more needed
to be done in fighting terrorism, including cooperation with neighbouring countries. The OIC
also emphasized the importance of increasing humanitarian assistance to Afghan people,
recalling the OIC’s active role and the recent decision to strengthen its office in Kabul to enable



better coordination on humanitarian assistance. The Humanitarian Trust Fund established under
the auspices of the Islamic Development Bank serves as a focal point for donations. The OIC
underlined that engagement with the Taliban did not mean normalization or recognition thereof
and expressed support for a step-for-step approach.

Iraq

16. The UN noted the spillover effect from the Gaza conflict on Iraq, which empowered non-
state armed groups. The UN outlined the residual political mandate of UNAMI, affirming the
UN’s commitment to continue to provide effective assistance to the Government of Iraq until the
end of its mandate on 31 December 2025 as per SCR 2732. The OIC strongly appreciated the
UN’s efforts in supporting Iraq, while noting that the Government of Iraq had made progress in
various sectors, including governance. The OIC also noted outstanding challenges faced by the
Government of Iraq, including terrorism and reconstruction of areas liberated from ISIS, as well
as climate change and water scarcity. The OIC expressed hope that UNAMI’s withdrawal would
not lead to a vacuum. The OIC noted its intent to reactivate its office in Baghdad to better support
Iraq’s stabilization, in cooperation with UN entities. The UN indicated that it respected Iraq’s
sovereign decision to drawdown UNAMI and transition any transferrable residual UNAMI tasks
to the UN Country Team in Iraq and to national institutions, and that it looked forward to
reconfiguring its relationship with the Government of Iraq.

Libya

17. The UN regretted the state of protracted instability in Libya and the risks it poses for the
long-term stability of Libya. The UN underlined the unsustainability of the status quo, given the
fragile security landscape, and reaffirmed the critical role of the international community and the
need to remain united. The OIC echoed that assessment, stating that the OIC had consistently
called on Libyan parties to engage in dialogue and accept mediation. The OIC expressed support
for the UN’s efforts to assist Libya through UNSMIL and commitment to supporting an inclusive
Libyan-led and -owned political process facilitated by the UN in line with UN resolutions. The
OIC expressed hope that a new Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) would
be appointed soon. The UN noted ongoing discussions on appointing a new SRSG and echoed
the importance of a Libyan-led and -owned political process. The OIC noted that recent armed
incidents in Zawiya highlighted the need to address the security situation, while regretting that
no progress had been made on the withdrawal of foreign fighters, and underlined that the conflict
in Sudan, with the flow of refugees, compounded Libya’s challenges.

Lebanon

18. The UN expressed grave concern over the continued exchanges of fire across the Blue
Line and stressed the importance of finding a political and diplomatic solution under the
framework of the Security Council resolution 1701 (2006). The UN also reiterated the need for
reforms and for Lebanon to elect a President and form a fully empowered government. The OIC
shared concern about the stability of Lebanon, particularly the “spillover effect from Gaza,” and
emphasized the importance of supporting the Government of Lebanon.



Somalia

19. The UN noted the recent meeting of the African Union (AU) Peace and Security Council
on Somalia and its endorsement of an AU-led mission to be deployed following the closure of
the African Union Transition Mission in Somalia at the end of 2024 and underlined the need for
sustainable funding for this AU follow-on mission. The OIC highlighted that the Federal
Government of Somalia had achieved encouraging results in the fight against terrorism and
recalled the OIC’s commitment to the territorial integrity of Somalia, as noted in the Banjul
Declaration, and rejection of the MoU between Ethiopia and “Somaliland.” The OIC maintains
aregional office in Mogadishu to coordinate efforts. The OIC also highlighted the adverse impact
of climate change on the situation in Somalia. The OIC commended UN efforts in Somalia and
noted the need for additional support from the international community.

Sudan

20.  The OIC deplored the worsening situation in Sudan, while noting that the international
community had deployed numerous efforts to urge the parties to cease fire but to no avail. The
OIC expressed hope that the warring parties would return to negotiations and honor their
commitments made in Jeddah. The OIC also expressed support for the Personal Envoy of the
Secretary-General (PESG) Lamamra’s efforts, hoping that proximity talks, facilitated by
Lamamra in July, would yield results. The OIC highlighted the enormous humanitarian toll
arising from the fighting in Sudan and emphasized the need to prevent external interference. The
UN shared the concerns about the deteriorating situation in Sudan, particularly in El Fasher. The
UN briefed on the ongoing efforts by PESG Lamamra. The UN encouraged the OIC to use all its
available leverage to urge the parties to step back from the brink.

Syria

21. The UN noted the protracted state of conflict and the unsustainable status quo in Syria,
along with the economic toll and underfunding of the humanitarian response. Damascus was not
engaging in substantive discussions on Special Envoy Pedersen’s “step-for-step” confidence-
building approach. The participants reaffirmed that Security Council resolution 2254 (2015)
remained the basis for a political solution, reiterating the importance of preserving the unity and
territorial integrity of Syria and recalling that the last OIC summit reaffirmed support for UN-led
political efforts. The OIC Summit condemned all efforts to create new realities on the ground
under the pretext of combating terrorism in Syria. The OIC expressed hope that the Constitutional
Committee would restart work and expressed concern about the spillover of violence from the
ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.

Yemen

22. The UN noted that the Red Sea escalation unraveled the positive trajectory hitherto and
deplored the escalating economic conflict, which could derail further the political process and
fragile gains from the UN-brokered truce. There was no clarity with regard to the parties’
commitment to a political process. UN Special Envoy Grundberg continued to work to insulate
Yemen from regional escalation. The UN noted that the ongoing Houthi escalation in the Red



Sea cast doubt over their status as a negotiating party. The UN further condemned the Houthi
detention of UN personnel. The OIC reiterated its position on the need to preserve the territorial
integrity of Yemen and expressed support for the mediation efforts of Saudi Arabia and Oman.
The OIC also recalled that the Banjul Declaration expressed support for the UN Special Envoy’s
efforts. The OIC stressed the need to encourage the Houthis to return to dialogue and expressed
concern about their military activities in the Red Sea. OIC underscored that the solution lay in
the implementation of relevant UN resolutions, including Security Council resolution 2216
(2015), the GCC Initiative and its Implementation Mechanism, and the National Dialogue
Conference outcomes.

Sahel Region and Mali

23. The OIC noted the trend of political changes in the Sahel, recalling that three countries —
Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger — had decided to leave ECOWAS. The OIC recalled that the Banjul
Declaration expressed support for the stability of the Sahel and a multidimensional approach to
address challenges that combined political, security and economic tracks. The OIC also recalled
the need to empower women, increase support from Member States and coordinate through the
OIC office in Niamey. The OIC in particular raised concern about the growth of extremist
rhetoric inciting terrorism among young people in the Sahel and Lake Chad region, adding that
addressing the root causes of extremism and terrorism required investment in youth. The OIC
recalled that Mauritania, at the 49th meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers, had proposed
establishing a Youth Support Fund in the Sahel and Lake Chad region to support and train youth,
and expressed hope that the draft statute of the fund would be approved soon. The OIC
highlighted the importance of the donor conference to support IDPs and refugees in the Sahel
and Lake Chad region, which will be organized on 26 October 2024 at OIC headquarters in
Jeddah and hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The OIC reaffirmed the need for religious
communities to contribute to efforts to combat extremism and the importance of culturally-
sensitive mediation approaches. On Mali, the OIC took note of Mali’s decision to conduct its
own peace process and request the closure of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA). The UN expressed concern about the trend of
unconstitutional changes of government, which complicated an already difficult regional
environment. The UN added that the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head
of the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS), Leonardo Santos Simao,
had been engaging the transitional authorities of the three central Sahelian countries and
ECOWAS to find ways to resolve their differences and ensure that the three countries remained
members of ECOWAS. The UN noted the need for partners to continue engaging in the region
to support development and humanitarian work.

Situation of Palestine

24. The UN noted an alignment of views between the UN and OIC, including on the Question
of Palestine, particularly on reaffirming the need for an immediate ceasefire and efforts to address
the dire situation in Gaza. The UN stressed the need to align short- and long-term visions, adding
that any transitional arrangements must aim to achieve a single Palestinian government within a
precise and limited timeframe. The UN also called for reviving the political horizon to achieve a
negotiated Two-State solution, per UN resolutions, international law and prior agreements, with



Jerusalem as the capital of both States.

25. The UN warned about the repercussions of the war in Gaza on the entire region and risks
of regional conflagration, hoping that negotiations on ceasefire and release of hostages would
bear fruit. The UN also highlighted difficulties in delivering humanitarian aid in Gaza and
appealed for support to UNRWA. The OIC appreciated the UN’s position on Palestine and the
Secretary-General’s statements, noting that the question of Palestine remained prime on the
OIC’s agenda. OIC underlined that the situation in Palestine was not a “regional concern,” but a
“crisis of humanity, legitimacy and international law.” The OIC called for a comprehensive and
permanent ceasefire in Gaza, delivery of humanitarian assistance in a sustainable way,
withdrawal of the Israel Defense Forces from Gaza, and stressed the imperative to enable the
Palestinian Authority to govern. The OIC expressed alarm at Israel’s efforts to undermine the
demographic status of Jerusalem and the status quo at the Holy Sites. The OIC further highlighted
the precarious situation in the occupied West Bank and shared concerns about the difficulties
experienced by the Palestinian Authority. The OIC underlined the need to grant full UN
membership to Palestine, which it described as a top priority issue for the OIC.

26.  The OIC deplored Israel’s attempts to undermine UNRWA’s mandate and vowed to
continue advocacy in support of UNRWA, adding that the OIC was working with the Islamic
Development Bank to establish a fund for financial contributions to UNRWA. The OIC proposed
organizing with the UN a joint resource mobilization event for UNRWA and a joint activity to
commemorate the Nakba.

Situation of Rohingya in Myanmar

27. The UN thanked the OIC for its continued leadership and engagement in support of the
Rohingya, noting the interlinkages between humanitarian and political issues. The UN noted the
Secretary-General’s appointment of Julie Bishop as his Special Envoy on Myanmar in April,
who met with the OIC Contact Group on Rohingya Muslims at UN Headquarters in New York
in May 2024. The OIC highlighted the need to address the root causes of the crisis, which
included the right to citizenship. OIC noted that the situation of the Rohingya was a permanent
issue on the OIC’s agenda, highlighting the dire situation on the ground and the passage of seven
years since the crackdown. Both the OIC and the UN expressed concern about the deteriorating
situation in Rakhine State affecting the most vulnerable, including displaced people and the
Rohingya. The OIC accused Myanmar of undermining efforts to reach durable solutions, adding
that the Arakan Army had recently gained control over major parts of Rakhine State, and recent
clashes only compounded the already difficult situation. The OIC noted steps taken toward
accountability.

28.  The OIC mentioned ICJ proceedings related to Myanmar, noting the successful
completion of the provisional phase and the preliminary objections phase. They also discussed
the OIC-sponsored resolution that was presented to the Human Rights Council documenting
serious concerns about the human rights situation of the Rohingya community, which they
described as a milestone. The UN noted access challenges faced by OHCHR in monitoring the
human rights situation. Both the OIC and the UN stressed the need for unity within the Security
Council on the situation of the Rohingya. The OIC also expressed interest in more coordinated



action between the UN and OIC Special Envoys and continued engagement through the OIC
Core Group, which the UN concurred with. The UN highlighted the underfunding of the
humanitarian response plan and the difficulty in keeping the situation of the Rohingya high on
the international agenda.

Conflict Prevention and Resolution, Peacemaking and Peacebuilding

29.  The UN briefed on preparations for the Summit of the Future, highlighting the need for a
renewed commitment to multilateralism. The UN noted that the co-facilitators of negotiations on
the Pact for the Future, faced a difficult task in navigating the current environment of low trust
and looked forward to the OIC’s -contribution. The UN further emphasized that it was important
for the Pact to signal political support to core priorities, such as prevention, even if the details
would need to be discussed in subsequent processes such as the 2025 Review of the
Peacebuilding Architecture. The OIC shared the view on the importance of the Summit of the
Future to revive multilateralism, as well as the imperative of pacific settlement of conflicts. The
OIC highlighted that 60% of conflicts in the world happen in OIC countries. The OIC also
expressed interest in strengthening its peace and security architecture, adding that priority should
be accorded to regional organizations to resolve conflicts before reaching the Security Council.
The OIC also expressed a keen interest in mediation capacity-building, and joint activities with
the UN on mediation. The OIC added that it could play a role — as an observer member of the
UN - in post-conflict, fragile states. The UN concurred on the importance of strengthening the
capacities of regional organizations in conflict prevention, given their comparative advantages.

Children and armed conflict

30.  The OIC referred to the OIC Covenant on the Rights of the Child in Islam, adopted in
2006 and subsequently renamed as the Convention. The OIC highlighted the protection needs of
children in conflict settings, such as Palestine, Sudan, Syria and Yemen, and expressed hope for
increased collaboration with the UN in this area. The UN expressed shock at the level of grave
violations affecting children in Gaza and Sudan, and underlined that the Secretary-General’s
report on Children and Armed Conflict aimed to be constructive—the listed parties needed to
engage with the UN to develop an action plan. Both sides stressed the need to do more to end
and prevent grave violations against children and valued the cooperation.

Preventing, combatting and countering radicalization and violent extremism

31. The UN underlined the need to address the root causes of violent extremism, noting the
close cooperation between UNOCT and OIC Member States. The OIC emphasized that the
Organization was a frontrunner in establishing frameworks to fight violent extremism,
highlighting the OIC’s programme to promote tolerance among youth. Both sides noted positive
efforts leading to the signature of the MoU between UNOCT and the OIC. The OIC also noted
that the OIC Core Group in New York, led by Saudi Arabia which chairs the OIC Group on
counter-terrorism, has been in close coordination with the UN.



IV. ECONOMIC AND SCIENTIFIC ISSUES

32. The meeting acknowledged that the UN has been supporting the OIC’s continued efforts
to pursue further economic cooperation both within the region and in the global economy. It
underlined the significance of the comprehensive partnership between the two Organizations
towards addressing developmental challenges in common Member States, while pursuing shared
goals and complementary initiatives for the benefit of their peoples. In this context, the meeting
reviewed activities in the economic domain, which were implemented in the framework of the
matrix adopted by the last General Cooperation Meeting, held in Geneva in July 2022.

33. The meeting also acknowledged that during the past two years, there had been no tangible
progress on the implementation of the majority of agreed activities in the economic domain. To
this end, the meeting emphasized the need to enhance a follow-up mechanism for
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the agreed joint activities as indicated in the report
of the last session. In this regard, the need to expeditiously implement the ongoing and new
activities as detailed in the 2024-2026 Matrix was emphasized, while the importance of inclusive
participation of identified partners in the implementation of agreed joint activities was
underscored.

Trade facilitation and trade Preferential System of the OIC (TPS-OIC)

34. The meeting assessed the implementation of joint activities in the domain of trade and
investment. While acknowledging that the noteworthy progress made in the area of trade and
investment promotion, the meeting expressed satisfaction at the level of collaboration between
the relevant OIC and UN agencies and identified new activities. In this context, some of the
specific activities include joint organization of business/trade forums and exhibitions,
mobilization of funds for joint projects, capacity building programme for trade related activities,
including accession to WTO.

Agriculture, food security and rural development, including regional food security
architecture

35. The two Organizations emphasized the importance of sustainable agriculture
development in reducing high numbers of undernourished people in common Member States by
ensuring that the poor have access to adequate quantities of safe, good quality food for a
nutritionally adequate diet. In this regard, the two Organizations agreed to strengthen further
cooperation in agriculture and food security with the goal of addressing undernourishment and
improving food security in common Member States. In this context, the meeting welcomed the
signing of the Letter of Intent (Lol) between the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS)
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) towards achieving
shared objectives in food security and agricultural sustainable development.

Poverty alleviation and development finance

36. The meeting acknowledged that the challenge of poverty still exists in the majority of
common Member States. The meeting also noted that poverty and its impacts largely affect
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populations in rural areas as well as groups such as women, children and youth, persons with
disabilities, older persons, families living in disaster-prone areas and other vulnerable groups.
The meeting underscored the importance of strengthening the convergence of poverty eradication
initiatives of the both Organizations through exchange of ideas, experience sharing and mutual
learning. The meeting also emphasized the importance of supporting efforts on eradicating
poverty by providing assistance and mobilizing appropriate financial or non-financial resources,
including official development assistance, to common Member States towards achieving
sustainable socio-economic development.

South-South cooperation projects

37.  Both sides recognized the increasing importance of South-South cooperation among the
OIC Member States, as reflected in the growing volumes in South-South trade, increasing flows
of South-South development cooperation, as well as building of institutional capacities in support
of South-South cooperation.

Infrastructure development, Transport, Tourism

38. The meeting acknowledged that the availability of adequate infrastructure is crucial in
promoting travel, investment and trade across the countries. In this context, the meeting
emphasized the need for the relevant institutions and technical bodies of the two Organizations
to synergize common priorities and explore opportunities to foster cooperation towards aiding
common Member States to develop a resilient infrastructure.

Science and technology, research and higher education; Technical and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET)

39.  Participants underlined their strong conviction that TVET was an important framework
for empowering youth through capacity-building initiatives in all relevant areas within the UN-
OIC coordination mechanism. Proposals for partnership focused on youth innovation,
entrepreneurship and employment with a focus on African Member States and LDCs, particularly
the G5. Adoption of evidence-based health technologies including digital health; enhancing
national capacities for evidence informed policy-making and research were also discussed.

Healthcare

40. The meeting took place against a backdrop of increasingly complex geopolitical relations
and a shifting partnership landscape. Within this context, regional inter-governmental and/or
issue-based alliances have come to be viewed as progressively important strategic partners for
the UN. Considering the complexity of challenges facing the world and the Islamic world in
particular, interaction with intergovernmental organizations provides an opportunity to
contextualize and strategically position health within the wider political discourse on economic
and political stability, ensuring adequate financial resources and leveraging the capacity of UN
agencies as well as institutions of the counterpart intergovernmental entities.
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41. The meeting underscored the need to promote joint research and development focused on
public health surveillance and best practices to improve prevention, detection, and response to
outbreaks in Member States. The meeting also acknowledged that implementation of agreed
initiatives such as polio eradication, cancer treatment, vaccine production/distribution, among
others, requires technical and resource commitment. Participants further noted, with
appreciation, that the updating of existing partnership agreements in the field of health,
particularly the Memorandum of Understanding between WHO and the OIC signed in 1982, was
completed and that would be signed by the two sides in due course.

42.  Other topics discussed included ensuring effective implementation of the political
declaration of the high-level meeting on universal health coverage adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2023; supporting the mobilization of necessary resources to strengthen
universal health coverage, including through the recently launched Health Impact Investment
Platform; the dissemination of regional frameworks of action for prevention and management of
NCDs, mental health and nutrition in the targeted countries; improving the health-related
workforce; continued support to polio and polio transition; mental health; strengthening South-
South cooperation and partnerships through relevant networks; engaging the private sector and
participation in health expos; emergency preparedness and humanitarian responses; and health
diplomacy for humanitarian health action.

Environment and Climate Change, Water Issues

43. The meeting noted that strengthening resilience and preparedness for natural disasters,
climate change impacts and environmental health still posed challenges for many common
Member States. In this regard, several activities were proposed to address this challenge,
including promoting capacity building on climate change and human health and reducing
vulnerabilities to natural disasters including air pollution. The meeting also called for active
participation in COP29 to be held in Azerbaijan in November 2024.

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

44.  The meeting highlighted the need to accelerate the necessary steps towards bridging the
digital gap among the Member States, particularly LDCs. The meeting further decided to
organize capacity-building programmes, especially on cybersecurity. Discussions also focused
on capacity-building on climate change and human health as well as joint advocacy initiatives to
ensure proper representation of the climate change agenda and the global initiative on climate
change and nutrition (I-Can).

Ramifications of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
45. The meeting called for the safe use of artificial intelligence (AI) through developing

policies and regulations that can ensure responsible use and address issues like privacy, security
and bias.

_12_



V. CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND HUMANITARIAN ISSUES

46. Participants in the working group had a wide-ranging discussion of UN-OIC cooperation
on the agenda items and the draft matrix of cooperation for 2024-2026. Particular emphasis was
placed on the need to mobilize support for humanitarian crises in the OIC area. The role of
UNRWA in Gaza and the challenges it is facing were highlighted. Participants also discussed
possible expansion of the agenda to include implications of Al on cultural and social issues,
including Islamophobia. Relevant sections of the matrix of cooperation for 2024-2026 were
discussed in detail, with participants agreeing on the need for redoubled efforts to ensure timely
implementation of agreed activities.

Strengthening intercultural dialogue and promoting the culture of dialogue for peace and
reconciliation

47. Discussions included ways to enhance the involvement of youth in activities such as
sports and programmes for youth to promote awareness about mental health and substance use;
dialogue with religious leaders; incorporating cultural considerations into health worker training,
communication campaigns, community engagement, and health interventions; enhancing
collaboration on sports and health with a revitalized Islamic Solidarity Sports Association; joint
approaches to mobilizing funding from OIC Member States and associated mechanisms for
UNRWA'’s operational budget, recovery in Gaza and the broader region.

Countering incitement to discrimination based on religion or belief, addressing
Islamophobia and other forms of racism, hatred and intolerance based on religion or belief

48.  Numerous activities were included in the matrix under the rubric of countering incitement
to discrimination based on religion or belief, including Islamophobia. Participants highlighted
the importance of considering the implications of information technology, including artificial
intelligence, particularly with regard to Islamophobia. This was an extremely useful tool but care
was needed and it would have challenges and opportunities across all sectors.

Social issues concerning the interests of women, children and youth

49.  Participants discussed the risk of combining women and children in the same rubric, as it
could be interpreted as denying personal agency to women. In addition, the importance of quality
education as a key to sustainable development was stressed.

Preservation of the cultural heritage of humankind

50.  The group discussed the importance of protecting cultural heritage in OIC Member States,
particularly related to the ongoing conflicts in the region, including in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, Sudan and elsewhere.

Mobilizing support to humanitarian crises in the OIC region (e.g., Sahel and Lake Chad

Region, the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Afghanistan, Somalia, Yemen, Sudan and
Syrian refugees in the neighbouring countries)
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51.  The Working Group discussed mobilizing support to humanitarian crises, including in
Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. The donor conference to support refugees in the
Sahel and Lake Chad Basin, hosted by Saudi Arabia on 26 October in Jeddah, was highlighted.
Participants also stressed the importance of exploring ways to express solidarity with Bangladesh
on the Rohingya. Participants paid particular attention to the situation Gaza and the need to rally
support for UNRWA.

52. In an international context of increasingly scarce resources and massive needs,
participants stressed the need for the UN and OIC to harmonize their efforts to maximize impacts.
They recommended that the OIC and the UN should jointly explore opportunities to advocate for
OIC Member States to lead humanitarian projects and find new ways to mobilize humanitarian
assistance from the private sector, zakat funds, philanthropy and donor conferences. Joint
meetings to discuss resource mobilization for humanitarian affairs could be considered. Legal
barriers should be considered carefully and advocacy with governments may be needed in some
cases. In-kind support was also important. In the same vein, participants commended the OIC
trust fund for Afghanistan hosted by the Islamic Development Bank and advocated for using the
same model for Palestine and other countries facing humanitarian crises.

Safe schools (Children and armed conflict)

53.  Participants briefly discussed the humanitarian and human rights aspects of safe schools
and children and armed conflict, noting in particular the large number of displaced persons in
Gaza sheltering in UNRWA schools. Safeguarding the nutritional requirements of children was
also highlighted. UN and OIC collaboration on implementing the road map for Comprehensive
Safe Schools Framework 2022-2030 in OIC Member States was also encouraged.

Islamic finance (and affiliated organizations)

54. The working group discussed the possibilities for UN-OIC cooperation to explore the use
of tools of Islamic finance and other innovative finance mechanisms, including public and private
sources, to enhance socio-economic development in the common Member States.

Mechanisms for supporting internally displaced persons, refugees and stateless persons

55. The group highlighted the importance of projects to support migrants, internally displaced
persons, refugees and stateless persons, particularly to ensure their rights, as well as UN-OIC
cooperation on information sharing, capacity building and stronger partnerships in this regard.
The critical role of UNRWA in Gaza in this regard was stressed. It was noted that scenario-based
plans and cost estimates were already developed to enable UNRWA to restart vital programmes,
but they needed resources to be able to deliver. UNRWA remains the backbone of humanitarian
delivery in Gaza but they were working more and more with other UN entities to overcome
logistical issues. Two key areas for cooperation with the OIC were joint advocacy and
fundraising in particular.
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VI. CONSIDERATION OF WAYS AND MEANS TO ENHANCE THE MECHANISM OF
COOPERATION; RATIONALIZATION OF THE MATRIX AND TIMELINES OF
ACTIVITIES; AND RECOMMENDATIONS AND FOLLOW-UP

56. The meeting reiterated the great value both sides place on developing and deepening
cooperation and the continuing need for joint efforts to address the challenges facing OIC
Member States. Particularly in the current financial climate, synergies from inter-Organizational
cooperation were of even greater importance.

57. The meeting noted the significance of the Summit of the Future, which would take place
at United Nations Headquarters in September. The Pact for the Future, a high-level political
declaration to be adopted at the Summit, required consensus and OIC Member States could help
ensure the Pact was ambitious and balanced.

58. The meeting agreed on the importance of all relevant UN and OIC entities participating
in the meeting to ensure that all areas of cooperation are represented and discussions were as rich
as possible.

59. The meeting discussed challenges to the effective implementation of jointly agreed
activities and possible tools to overcome such hurdles. The matrix was meant to be a tool to guide
implementation. Other options, including task forces, could be agreed among the entities
involved. Cooperation should be an ongoing process and consultations between both
Organizations at all levels should be taking place as frequently as possible, whether virtually or
in person.

60.  The meeting discussed other possible actions to enhance cooperation, including the
ongoing exchange of best practices, inter-sessional thematic working groups and the creation of
online platforms to expand information exchange. The next General Cooperation Meeting could
include a session dedicated to reviewing delivery and could also include dedicated time in the
agenda for bilateral discussions among entities, to enable them to present agreements to the
relevant working groups.

VII. NEXT MEETING
61.  In line with the customary arrangements, DPPA will host the next General Cooperation

Meeting in 2026 at the United Nations Office at Geneva. The precise dates and timings will be
agreed through the usual channels.
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