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Scope of the Conference

Critical infrastructure is increasingly exposed to compounding and interconnected
risks. Weather and climate-related hazards are becoming more frequent and severe,
while cascading failures can occur when disruption in one system triggers impacts
across others. In this context, policy attention to infrastructure resilience has
intensified, VYet approaches to infrastructure protection continue to focus
predominantly on engineered solutions, often overlooking the role of ecosystems
in reducing risk and enhancing resilience.

Nature-based solutions (NBS) offer an important complement to conventional
infrastructure approaches. Restored floodplains, urban forests, sustainable
drainage systems, and 1living shorelines can help reduce flood risk, moderate
urban heat, stabilize landscapes, and improve water security. In many cases, they
can deliver these services cost-effectively over their lifetime while generating
additional benefits for biodiversity, public health, and community well-being.
Although the evidence supporting NBS is now substantial, their integration into
infrastructure planning and management remains limited. They are rarely reflected
in asset registers, investment plans, procurement frameworks, or maintenance
regimes, and are not yet widely recognized as infrastructure resilience assets in
their own right.

Across the three sessions, four overarching questions will guide the
discussion:

1.How can NBS be recognised and integrated as resilience assets within
infrastructure security and resilience frameworks?

2.lWhat governance, ownership, financing, and long-term maintenance
arrangements are required to sustain them?

3.How can standards, metrics, and verification approaches demonstrate and
assure their protective performance?

4.What is needed to move from successful pilot projects to large-scale
implementation across different geographical, institutional, and socio-
economic contexts?
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Agenda

13.30 - 14.00 Registration

14.00 - 14.15 llelcome Remarks
Lodovico Folin Calabi, UNESCO Representative to the
European Union
Richard Cronin, Counsellor for lWater, Biodiversity and
Housing, Permanent Representation of Ireland to the EU
Félix Combreau,DG HOME, European Commission

14.15 - 14.30 Keynote Speech: Evolution of NBS in the
policy landscape
Karen Sudmeier-Rieux, Senior Disaster Risk Reduction
Advisor, University of Lausanne

14.30 - 15.30 Policy round table: Nature-based Solutions in

Global Resilience Agendas

Soichiro Yasukawa, Chief of the Disaster Risk Reduction
Unit, UNESCO

Zuzana Lukacova, Senior Officer on Nature Based Solutions,
IUCN Regional Office for Europe

Félix Combreau, DG HOME, European Commission

Lea Appulo, Policy officer, Consultative Commission on
Industrial Change, European Economic and Social Committee

Moderator: Irina Pavlova, Science Officer, UNESCO Brussels
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15.30 - 16.30 Policy Roundtable:Translating Nature-based
Solution Policies into Regional and
National Action

Samuel Partey, Head of the Science Unit, UNESCO Regional
Office for South-Eastern Europe, \enice

Suzanna Gionfra, Policy Officer, Climate and Planetary
Boundaries, DG RTD, European Commission

Marta Mansanet Canova, Policy Officer, Environment,
Biodiversity and water, European Committee of Regions

Pedro Almeida, Counsellor, Municipality of Aveiro, Portugal

Moderator: Alina Suhetzki, REA, European Commission

16.30 - 17.00 Coffee Break

17.00 - 18.00 From Evidence to Policy discussion:
Insights from NBSINFRA project

Elisabete Teixeira, Professor, NBSINFRA Coordinator
(virtual intervention)

Yiannis Xenidis, Professor, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki

Lorcan Connoly, Director, Research Driven Solutions Ltd
Angela Cunha, Economic Development Officer,
Municipality of Aveiro

Jiri Tencar, CEO & Founder of ECOTEN Urban Comfort
Alexander Fekete, Professor, Cologne University of
Applied Science

Moderator: Beatriz Martinez Pastor, Professor,
University College Dublin

18.00 - 18.10 Closing remarks by UNESCO

18.10 - 20.00 Networking reception
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Scan the code to find out more about the
project, city labs, resources, and more.

Contact us: infoanbsinfra.eu Folow us on social media

Project Coordinator
Elisabete Teixeira
coordinatoranbsinfra.eu
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/nbsinfra/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/@NBSINFRA
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