
 

 
The 2ND UNESCO Festival of Short Films on Disability Inclusion 

 
3 December 2025 

UNESCO Cinema – 10:30 to 17:00 
 

CONTEXT 
 
Globally, one in six people experience a disability, translating to 1.3 billion people worldwide. 
This makes persons with disabilities (PWDs) the world’s largest minority – despite being 
consistently overlooked and underrepresented. It is estimated that 70-80% of disabilities are 
invisible, which often causes disregard or disbelief, but most importantly, difficulties in 
participating in work and education and in accessing the necessary services and receiving 
appropriate support. These struggles are compounded for PWDs in developing countries, who 
comprise the vast majority (80%) of the disabled population worldwide. Around 90% of children 
with disabilities in developing countries do not go to school, severely limiting their potential and 
preventing them from accessing a range of opportunities.  

UNESCO has implemented activities that foster disability rights across its programme sectors, 
ensuring impactful interventions for persons with disabilities at the global, national and local 
levels. Adopted at the 43rd General Conference, the UNESCO Disability Inclusion Strategy      
will serve as a key tool in guiding Member States to identify, document and adopt best 
practices, thereby strengthening their disability inclusion efforts and policy frameworks in areas 
pertaining to UNESCO’s mandate, in compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD)  and  the  United  Nations  Disability  Inclusion  Strategy  (UNDIS). 
This process will also enable UNESCO and its partners to build a more impact-driven and 
needs-based approach to fostering disability inclusion.  

To celebrate this milestone and the 2025 International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 
UNESCO is organizing the 2nd Festival of Short Films on Disability Inclusion highlighting the 
wealth of artistry that PWDs offer in order to put the spotlight on their daily lives as individuals 
and communities. The short films bring to fore the realities that they face in a myriad of contexts 
– from global problems such as climate change, or access to health and education, as well as 
personal stories of triumph against adversity. Through the universal language of film, these 
short films aim to highlight resilience, celebrate diversity, and amplify their voices, by raising 
public awareness and informing viewers about ways to promote inclusivity. 
 
SCHEDULE 

 
Description  Duration 

Opening remarks by Assistant Director-
General a.i. for Social and Human Sciences 

10:30 to 10:40 

First series of screening 10:40 to 12:00 
Second series of screening 13:00 to 14:30 
Third series of screening 15:00 to 17:00 

 
DISCLAIMER:  
The short films presented have been sourced from various Organizations of Persons with 
Disabilities (OPDs) and partner organizations. Due to the diversity of production formats, 
subtitles and audio descriptions may not be available for all films. The screenings will run 
continuously and will be organized into three time slots. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000395298

