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Motivation and objectives of ECA’s DTRI initiative

Individuals using the internet per 100 

inhabitants, by region (2025)

Source: Based on ITU (2025)

• Africa is lagging in terms of Internet access, but 

adopted several recent key initiatives on 

digitalization:

➢ African Union Digital Transformation Strategy 

(2020-2030);

➢ AfCFTA Digital Trade Protocol.

• Beyond the digital infrastructure deficit undermining 

Africa’s digital trade performance, the digital trade 

regulatory landscape cannot be overlooked.

• DTRI initiative consists in collecting, compiling, analysing and making freely available data to:

➢ Better understand Africa’s digital trade regulatory landscape.

➢ Facilitate digital trade-related analyses (creation of 2 indexes).

➢ Support member States with digital trade-related issues, especially in the framework of the AfCFTA.
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Phase 1- Dec. 2020-June 2021 (11 

countries):

- Central Africa (3): Cameroon, Chad, 

Gabon.

- Western Africa (2): Ghana, Nigeria.

- Eastern Africa (3): Kenya, Tanzania, 

Uganda.

- Southern Africa (3): Malawi, Zambia, 

Zimbabwe.

All 54 African countries covered in 4 successive phases:

- Central Africa (3): Cameroon, Chad, 

Gabon.

- Western Africa (2): Ghana, Nigeria.

- Eastern Africa (3): Kenya, Tanzania, 

Uganda.

- Southern Africa (3): Malawi, Zambia, 

Zimbabwe.

Phase 2 - July 2021-March 2022 

(17 countries):

Phase 3 - Sept. 2022-April 2023 (13 

countries):

Phase 4 - August 2023-Feb. 2024 

(13 countries):

- Northern Africa (4): Algeria, Mauritania,   

Morocco, South Sudan.

- Central Africa (1): CAR

- Western Africa (3): Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Mali.

- Eastern Africa (3): Eritrea, Seychelles, 

Somalia.

- Southern Africa (2): Mauritius, South Africa.

- Northern Africa (3): Libya, Sudan, 

Tunisia.

- Central Africa (2): Equatoria Guinea, 

São Tomé and Príncipe.

- Western Africa (5): Burkina Faso, Cabo 

Verde, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Niger.

- Eastern Africa (2): Comoros, Djibouti.

- Southern Africa (1): Angola.



Measuring regional digital trade 
integration

• ECA-ECLAC-ESCAP built the Regional
Digital Trade Regulatory Integration Index
(RDTII).

• RDTII: Measures how much current regulatory
environment of a region (RDTII global score)
or of each country within that region (RDTII
country score) impedes regional digital trade
integration across 65 measures encountered
by digital trade operators on the ground within
12 policy areas.

Scope of ECA’s DTRI initiative: Regional digital trade integration

12 Pillars/policy areas of the RDTII
Pillar 1: Tariffs and trade defence measures 

applied on ICT goods
Pillar 2: Public procurement of ICT goods, 

products and online services
Pillar 3: Foreign direct investment in sectors 

relevant to digital trade
Pillar 4: Intellectual Property Rights 
Pillar 5: Telecom regulation and competition
Pillar 6: Cross-border data policies
Pillar 7: Domestic data protection and privacy
Pillar 8: Internet intermediary liability
Pillar 9: Content access
Pillar 10: Quantitative trade restrictions for 

ICT goods, products and online services (non-
technical NTMs)

Pillar 11: Technical standards applied to ICT 
goods, products and online services (standards 
and procedures)

Pillar 12: Online sales and transactions



Assessing digital services 
trade restrictions

• OECD Digital Services Trade
Restrictiveness Index (DSTRI); ECA
collecting data for African countries
to feed into DSTRI.

• DSTRI: Measures to what extend the
regulatory environment affects digital
service trade of a country, overall
and across 5 pillars/policy areas.

Scope of ECA’s DTRI initiative: Digital services trade restrictions

5 Pillars/policy areas of the DSTRI

Pillar 1: Infrastructure & connectivity

Pillar 2: Electronic transactions

Pillar 3: Payment system

Pillar 4: Intellectual property rights

Pillar 5: Other barriers affecting trade 
in digitally enabled services



Dedicated ECA-ECLAC-ESCAP DTRI platform (DTRI Initiative)

https://dtri.uneca.org/


Examples of the use of the data from the DTRI platform to support 

African countries in advancing digital trade

• 54 country profiles published to summarize key findings from all data (RDTII & DSTRI)

https://dtri.uneca.org/eca/country-profile

• Empirical (econometric) analyses undertaken based on both RDTII and DSTRI; some of key findings

indicate that:

• From RDTII:

➢ The intensity of the restrictiveness of regulatory measures (based on RDTII scores) matters

significantly more than the number of the restrictive regulatory measures (based on number of

regulatory measures in RDTII) for intra-African digital trade:

▪ A 1% reduction in the number of restrictive measures could lead to a 0.25% increase in intra-African

trade, whereas a 1% reduction in RDTII score could increase intra-African trade by 21.5%.

➢ Tackling restrictive measures in policy areas of Public procurement, Domestic data protection and

privacy, and Standards are top 3 priorities; while harmonizing regulations in Cross-border data

policies across Africa could substantially help increasing intra-African digital trade.

• From DSTRI:

➢ Reducing regulatory restrictiveness in infrastructure and connectivity matter the most overall to

facilitate intra-African digital services trade:

▪ A 1% reduction in restrictiveness (i.e. DSTRI score) in infrastructure and connectivity is associated with

a 9.3% increase in intra-African digital services trade.

• Synthesis report on “Unlocking the Digital Economy: Navigating Africa's Regulatory and Infrastructure
Landscape” being produced.

https://dtri.uneca.org/eca/country-profile


THANK YOU!

mevel@un.org www.uneca.org/atpc eca-atpc@un.org
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