
Capacity Building on the Use of Digital Technologies Under the AfCFTA to Foster Intra-African Trade and Regional 

Value chains 
 

November 25-27, 2025 (in hybrid format) 

 

Draft Agenda 

Module  
Speaker / 

Institution 
Type of Intervention 

Allocated 

Time 

November 25, 2025 

 

Module 1  

Overview of Africa’s 

Digital Trade 

Performance and Trends 

08h30–9h30  Registration All 

09h30 – 10h00 

UNECA 

TMA 

Google Hustle 

Academy  

Opening Remarks 
7 min 

each 

10h00 – 10h25 UNECA 
Opening Module 1 & key concept: Digital trade in Africa: 

Foundation, opportunities and the AfCFTA framework 
25 min 

10h25 – 11:15 UNCTAD 
Measuring and understanding Africa’s digital trade performance: 

Global trends, methodologies, and inclusion dimensions 
50 min 

11h15 – 11h30 Health Break 15 min 

11h30 – 12h00 UNECA 
Presentation of the DTRI Initiative and demonstration of data 

platform 
30min 

12h00 – 12h45 OECD 
Benchmarking Africa’s Digital Trade Performance through the 

DSTRI 
45 min 

12h45 – 13h05 UNECA/ TMA Closing Module 1 (quiz, feedback & final remarks) 20 min 

Lunch Break 60 min 

 

Module 2 

Legal and Institutional 

Foundations of Digital 

Trade 

14h05 – 14h30 UNECA 

Opening Module 2 & key concept: The AfCFTA digital Trade 

Protocol: Market access for digital products and institutional 

requirements 

25 min  

14h30 – 15h30 UNECA 
Legal and institutional provisions of the AfCFTA Digital Trade 

Protocol: rules of origin and taxation of Digital Products 
60 min 

15h30 – 16h00 Health Break 15 min 
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16h00 – 16h40 UNECA  

Simulation: Preparing your business for the AfCFTA. SME 

compliance checklist and application of rules of origin (physical or 

digital products) 

40 min  

16h40 – 17h00 UNECA 
Case study:  ECCAS inclusive regional digital Trade Policy and 

model Law 
20 min 

17h00 – 17h20 UNECA/TMA Closing Module 2 (quiz, feedback & final remarks) 20 min 

November 26, 2025 

 

Module 3  

Digital Trade 

Facilitation 

09h00 – 09h30 UNECA 

Opening Module 3 & key concept: Understanding the pillars of 

Digital Trade Facilitation under the AfCFTA Digital Trade 

Protocol (Reference: Part III of the Protocol, Articles 8 to 19) 

30 min 

09h30 – 10h30 TMA Demonstration: Digital Corridors, Logistics Platforms (iSOKO) 60 min 

10h30 – 11h15 UNDP 

Insights from the Study on Digital Marketplaces: Drawing from a 

mapping of digital service providers in Nigeria that has yielded 

new categorisations of digital products 

45 min 

11h15 – 11h30 Health Break 15 min 

11h30 – 13h00 
Google Hustle 

Academy   

Using Google Tools for market research and localisation in 

African Markets  
90 min 

13h00 – 13h20 UNECA/TMA Closing Module 3 (quiz, feedback & final remarks) 20 min 

Lunch Break 60 min 

 

Module 4  

Data Governance and 

Digital Trust 

14h20 – 14h50 UNECA 

Opening Module 4 & key concept:   Understanding data 

governance and digital trust under the AfCFTA Digital Trade 

Protocol (References: Parts IV and V, Articles 20 to 29 + Annexes 

– Source Code, on Data Transfers and Online Safety/Security) 

30 min 

14h50 – 15h20 UNECA- TICID Cross-Border Dater Flow and Interoperability 30min 

15h20 – 15h35 Health Break 15 min 
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15h35 – 16h50 
Google Hustle 

Academy   

Practical demonstrations of cloud-based tools and applications 

(Google Drive, Shopify, Slack, Xero) to enhance collaboration and 

operational efficiency for MSMEs 

75 min 

 16h50 – 17h10 UNECA /TMA  20 min 

November 27, 2025 

 09h00 – 09h05 UNECA Module 4 Recap 5 min 

 09h05 – 09h50 ITC Protecting Trust in Digital Trade 45 min 

 09h50 – 10h10 UNECA/TMA Closing Module 4 (quiz, feedback & final remarks) 20 min 

 

Module 5 

Emerging Technologies 

and Digital Innovation 

10h10 – 10h40 UNECA /TMA 

Opening Module 5 & key concept: Understanding emerging 

technologies and their role in Africa’s digital trade 

transformation under the AfCFTA Digital Trade Protocol 

(References: Part VII, Articles 34 to 36, Annex on Emerging and 

Advanced Technologies, and Annex on Financial Technologies) 

30 min 

10h40 – 11h10 
UNECA (SRO-

EA) 

Digital technologies and the transformation of food systems: a 

lever for food security and the efficiency of agricultural value 

chains in the Comoros 

30 min 

11h10 – 11h25 Health Break 15 min 

11h25 – 11h55 UNECA (TICID) 
Smart Agriculture Technologie for Increased Productivity – The 

case of Lobu Smart Farm in Botswana 
30 min  

11h55 – 12h40 TMA Trade Logistics Information Pipeline (TLIP) 45 min 

Lunch Break 60 min 

13h40 – 15h10 
Google Hustle 

Academy   

Interactive, hands-on session using AI-powered tools and Google 

Workspace features to automate tasks, summarise content, and 

improve productivity 

90 min 

15h10 – 15h30 UNECA/TMA Closing Module 5 (quiz, feedback & final remarks) 20min 

 15h30 – 15h45 UNECA /TMA Official Closing ceremony  15 min 

Coffee & networking 60 min 




