Draft Programme

Second Regional Workshop on Implementing the Biological Weapons
Convention and Promoting Biosafety and Biosecurity in Southeast Asia

18-20 November 2025, Guangzhou, China

(DAY 1) 18 November 2025
9:00-10:00 | Registration
10:00-10:30 Welcoming Remarks

- Ms Izumi Nakamitsu, Under-Secretary General and High Representative for
Disarmament Affairs(pre-recorded)

- Representative of China
- Representative of Malaysia

- Representative of Sun Yat-Sen University

10:30-10:45 Group Photo

10:45-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-11:05 Overview of the workshop objectives and agenda
Moderator: BWC ISU

11:05-12:15 Session One: Implementing and strengthening the BWC

This session will focus on taking stock of ongoing discussions on the Biological Weapons
Convention and tools available to facilitate national implementation, and sharing progress,
experiences and challenges in BWC implementation.

Moderator: BWC ISU
Speakers:

- BWC Implementation Support Unit
- UNIDIR

- Cambodia

- Lao PDR

- Viet Nam

- Thailand

12:15-13:30

Lunch




13:30-15:00

Session Two: Panel Discussion: Working Group on the Strengthening of the BWC —
Southeast Asian Perspective

This session will focus on interacting with the Chairperson of the Working Group, relaying the
views of the region to be incorporated into the global discussions on strengthening the BWC.

Keynote Speech:

Chairperson of the Working Group on the Strengthening of the Biological Weapons Convention
Moderator: UNIDIR
Speakers:

- Chairperson of the Working Group

- Friend of the Chair on National Implementation (Indonesia and Thailand)

- Indonesia

- Malaysia

- Singapore

15:00-15:15

Coffee Break

15:15-17:00

Session Three: Biological Safety and Security Landscape

This session will focus on an assessment of bio-risks and threat perceptions in the region, including
presentations of national approaches, priorities and challenges in biorisk assessment at national and
regional levels.

Moderator: Malaysia
Speakers:

- WHO

- WOAH

- FAO

- China

- Myanmar

- Singapore

18:00-19:30

Official Reception

(DAY 2) 19 November 2025




09:00-10:30

Session Four: National Biosafety and Biosecurity Frameworks and Capacity

This session will focus on national presentations of overarching national frameworks, institutional
measures and capacity building.

The intersection between biological and broader security challenges, creating synergies between
security and health sectors, establishing cross-sectoral collaboration, biosecurity education, lab
management and biobanking may be examples of topics to be discussed.

Moderator:
UNRCPD

Speakers:
- LaoPDR
- Thailand
- The Philippines
- Timor-Leste

- China

10:30-10:45

Coffee Break

10:45-12:30

Session Five: Emergency Preparedness and Response

This session will focus on national experiences on emergency preparedness and response, regional
coordination and cooperation experiences and effective practices. Presentation could be
complemented by scenario-based discussions.

Moderator: BWC ISU
Speakers:
The Philippines
- Cambodia
- Singapore
- Thailand
- Viet Nam

- China

12:30-13:30

Lunch

14:00-18:00

Site Visit: National Supercomputer Center in Guangzhou; Guangzhou International Bio Island

(DAY 3) 20 November 2025




09:00-10:45

Session Six: Regional and International Cooperation and Assistance

This session will focus on Article X of the BWC and the measures prescribed within. Countries
may identify needs and priorities in implementing Article X. This session will also discuss available
international, regional and bilateral assistance opportunities on biorisk assessment, capacity
building and preparedness and response.

Moderator: UNRCPD
Speakers:

BWC ISU

- UNIDIR
- WHO

- WOAH
- FAO

- China

- Any other State

10:45-11:05

Coffee break

11:05-11:40

Workshop evaluation and feedback session

Moderator: BWC ISU & UNRCPD

11:40- 12:00

Closing Session
- Co-Chairs' Summary
- Closing remarks
- Representative of Malaysia
- Representative of the BWC Implementation Support Unit

- Representative of China

12:00 - 14:00

Lunch

14:00

Cultural activities




