The Second Regional Workshop
on Implementing the Biological Weapons Convention and

Promoting Biosafety and Biosecurity in Southeast Asia

Hosted by the Governments of the People’s Republic of China and Malaysia, supported by the United Nations
Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) through its Biological Weapons Convention Implementation Support Unit

(BWC ISU) and the Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD)

Logistical Note for Participants

18-20 November 2025

Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, People's Republic of China
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Conference Venue
GUANGDONG YINGBIN HOTEL, Baiyun Building, Songlin Hall
Address :
No.603, North Jiefang Road, Yuexiu District,

Guangzhou City, Guangdong Province, China
TN TS AR AL # 603

Tel.: 86-020-86007566

https://www.guangdongyingbinhotel.cn

Location:

e Located in the city center of Guangzhou

e 60 min drive to Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport (/)i 1 = [EBrHLIZ)
e 20 min walk to Beijing Road Commercial Pedestrian Street

e 8 min walk to Metro Line 1/2 Gongyuangian Station (ZAFd#iji)

[ J

8 min walk to Metro Line 2 Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall Station (£ % u5)

For more information, kindly check out on the map: https://mapcarta.com
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https://www.guangdongyingbinhotel.cn/
https://mapcarta.com/w774640917

Lodging and Boarding

The organizer has secured a block of hotel rooms with buffet breakfast for the participants
attending the workshop at the same hotel where the meeting venue locates.

For sponsored participants, accommodation throughout the workshop (Nov 17-20) will be
provided.

Upon checking in at the hotel, all participants (self-paying and sponsored) are required to
provide their credit card, which is required in the event of any incidentals. There is no
immediate charge if using a credit card. Self-paying participants are required to pay a deposit.
The deposit amount is calculated as the total room charge plus an additional 300 RMB.

Participants whose room charges for the period of November 17 to 20 are covered by Sun
Yat-sen University can check in directly at the front desk without paying a deposit.
Participants who will stay beyond the workshop dates (Nov 17-20) are at their own expense.

Participants are expected to settle with the hotel any other expenses incurred during their
stay (e.g. local and long-distance telephone calls, mini-bar items, laundry, etc.). Self-paying
participants are included in the room blocked by the organizer and will be required to indicate
this to receive the agreed hotel rate.

Accommodation Information:

GUANGDONG YINGBIN HOTEL

No.603, North Jiefang Road, Yuexiu District, Guangzhou City, Guangdong Province, China
JUIN TR AR AR B 603 5

Check-in Time: 14:00pm Check-out Time:12:00 pm

Tel.: +86-20-86007566

Internet Access

The hotel is fully covered by WiFi access to internet. The service is free of charge.

Catering and Social Events
Lunch and coffee break will be provided during the Workshop (18-20 November 2025).

A Welcome Reception will be hosted by the Chinese Government on the evening of 18
November 2025.

Additional dinners will NOT be provided by the host.



Dress code

The dress code for the event is business casual/smart attire.

Local transportation

Participants should make their own airport transfer arrangements. For that purpose, Terminal
expenses in the amount of USD 252 will be provided to the sponsored participants to cover
the transportation from/to the airport.

From Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport (CAN) to Guangdong Yingbin Hotel
By taxi:

¢ Distance 30km

¢ Duration: approx. 60min depending on the traffic

& Costs: approx. RMB 80 Yuan

By public transportation:

¢ From Terminal 2: Taking Metro Line 3 from Airport North Station(#Li7t¥5) to
Jiahe Wanggang Station(Z: K2 [xj3), then Line 2 to Gongyuangian Station (2
Py
¢ From Terminal 1: Taking Metro Line 3 from Airport South Station(#LiZA R %5) to
Jiahe Wanggang Station(zz K2 <), then Line 2 o Gongyuangian Station (/A
AiTEE) .
¢ From Gongyuangian Station (/AF%5) to the hotel: 600m (10min walk)
4 Duration: approx. 60min
¢ Costs: RMB 7 Yuan
For pick-up service, please contact Mrs HE Jiamin (Ref.Page 11) for details. Service charges
will apply.

Kindly note that taxis and ticket machines at the metro stations only accept cash or mobile
payments. Credit cards are not accepted.

There is a possibility that the taxi driver does not speak English. Please show the driver written
destination of the hotel in Chinese (/~ il 5£ 1), which is also indicated in Section
“Conference Venue” (Ref. page 3).

To exchange for Chinese Yuan in advance, including small denominations is recommended.
The Fanghui Foreign Currency Exchange at Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport is located
on the west side of the exit of International Arrival on the 1st floor of Terminal T2 and near
Gate A5 in Area A of Terminal T1 which provides 24-hour service.



Travel Arrangements

It is the participants' responsibility to ensure that their travel documentation including visas
for transit and entry to China are valid as per respective government travel policies.

The United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific
(UNRCPD) of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) will support the workshop by
arranging travel for sponsored international participants through the UN travel agency in
accordance with United Nations rules and regulations. Economy-class air tickets will be issued
at the most direct and most economic available airfare for the official dates of the meeting
arriving one day prior to the meeting and parting the following day after the end date of the
meeting.

While personal deviations to the dates and/or route may be entertained, this must be
communicated at the registration stage, and additional costs incurred for any deviation from
the authorized itinerary must be borne by the participant. The United Nations will not cover
expenses unrelated to the workshop or that result from changes in travel arrangements that
have not been pre-authorized.

Participants shall bear all costs resulting from changes they make, including cancellations,
once the tickets have been purchased. Should participants wish to upgrade their air tickets,
they may do so at their own expense.

Once the ticket has been issued, please direct all inquiries in case of problems (e.g. flight
cancellations, missed connecting flights, etc.), to the travel agency American Express
Global Business Travel-Thailand (email: escap_amextravel@un.org, phone: +66-2288-
2820)

Daily Subsistence Allowance

Sponsored participants will receive a reduced Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA), at the UN
fixed rate (current rate as of 1 October 2024 is USD 216 per night for Guangzhou, China,
subject to change). As accommodation and some meals will be provided directly by the
organizers, the United Nations will issue a reduced DSA depending on meals provided for the
day. For days when all three meals are provided, DSA will be reduced by 80%.

Terminal expenses at USD 252 will also be paid to the sponsored participants to cover the
transportation from/to the airport. No other costs can be claimed by the participants.

If you have registered early and are eligible to receive advance payment of DSA during
registration, 75% of your entitled DSA will be transferred to your bank account and the rest
together with the terminal allowance will be processed after the activity, upon submission of
scanned copies of your boarding pass. For later registration, the full DSA and Terminal
Expenses will be paid upon your return to your home duty stations and submission of your
round-trip boarding passes.



mailto:escap_amextravel@un.org

All participants must submit a scanned inward and outward flight boarding passes to ESCAP-
OST@un.org and cc to Ms. Aruna Shrestha aruna.shrestha@un.org upon return from the
workshop. Kindly note that failure to provide the boarding passes or to attend the workshop's
session will result in recovery of the DSA.

Participants should be aware that refunds for any other additional expenses are not possible.

Health and Vaccines

Your consent to participate in a UN-sponsored event includes that you are medically fit for
travel. If needed, participants are advised to bring any required medicine for personal use with
them. Individuals taking medication on a regular basis should ensure that they follow
appropriate regulations (i.e. a certificate from the prescribing physician and/or adequate
supplies for the duration of your stay).

Insurance

The organizers assume that all participants are in good health and fit to travel. Participants
are advised to bring their medicine for personal use with them, if they expect to require any.

Participants are responsible for obtaining the related national medical clearances, required
immunizations and travel and health-related insurance (theft, illness and accidents, hospital
and repatriation costs, etc.). Please note that the United Nations does not cover life or medical
insurance for workshop participants. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the participants or of
their employer to obtain adequate insurance prior to travel to China. The organizers will not
assume responsibility for any of the following:

= Loss, damage or theft of item of any kind, including property, cash or personal effects
that may occur during or in connection with the meeting;

= Expenses for excess baggage (additional baggage exceeding the authorized
weight/volume established by each individual airline);

= Expenses with respect to travel insurance, accident and medical insurance, medical bills
and hospital fees incurred by participants in connection with their event attendance.

Since compensation for theft, the loss of or damage to these items cannot be provided by the
meeting organizers, participants are recommended to place such items in safekeeping or to
obtain an insurance policy that covers such risks.

The United Nations strongly encourages all travelers to purchase their own travel/medical
insurance for the trip.


mailto:escap-ost@un.org
mailto:escap-ost@un.org
mailto:aruna.shrestha@un.org

City Guide

Guangzhou, abbreviated as “Sui” and also named as the “City of Rams” and “City of Flowers,”
is the capital city of Guangdong Province. As a sub-provincial city and a national central city,
Guangzhou serves as the key engine of the Guangdong-HongKong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
Situated in southern China and the north of Pearl River Delta, Guangzhou is endowed with a
favorable geographical location. With an area covering about 7,434 square kilometers, the city
accommodates over 19 million permanent residents. It is now one of the most dynamic and
globally influential metropolises in China.

As a National Historic and Cultural City, Guangzhou enjoys a history of over 2,000 years. During
the Qin Dynasty, since the establishment of Nanhai Prefecture (the predecessor of
Guangzhou), this city has served as a major political, economic, and cultural hub in southern
China. In the Tang and Song dynasties, Guangzhou became a vital port along the Maritime Silk
Road, fostering trade with countries around the world. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, it was
China’s only foreign trade port. The city has forged a spirit of openness and inclusiveness from
its long history and profound culture.

Guangzhou was among the first cities to open up to the outside world since the initiation of
reform and opening-up in 1978. It achieved steady growth in its economy as well as huge
improvement in its modern industrial system. In 2024, the city’'s GDP exceeded 3.1 trillion
yuan, ranking among the top in China. Key industrial clusters, such as automobile
manufacturing, electronic information, financial services, and biomedicine, are thriving.
Emerging sectors, including artificial intelligence, green energy, and new-generation
information technology, are rapidly prospering.

Guangzhou boasts a harmonious blend of historical heritage and modern dynamism. As the
cradle of Lingnan culture, the city has cultivated distinctive cultural symbols, such as
Cantonese culture, language, opera, and cuisine. Cantonese cuisine, famous for its freshness,
delicacy, and exquisite technique, is often ranked as the finest among China’s Eight Great
Cuisines. Cantonese opera, characterized by its graceful singing and impressive performance,
has been inscribed on UNESCO'’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Looking ahead, Guangzhou is embracing the world with greater openness. The city maintains
economic and trade ties with over 200 countries and regions worldwide and has established
110 international sister-city relationships. The China Import and Export Fair (Canton Fair),
launched in 1957, has been held for 138 consecutive sessions, becoming an iconic window of
China’s opening-up. Today, Guangzhou is more actively engaging in international cooperation
and cultural exchanges, contributing its unique strength to the global effort of building a
community with a shared future for humanity.



»
*
*

»

The Weather

Expect mainly sunny days and warm temperatures averaging around 15-25°C/59-77°F.

The forecast for Nov 18-20 shows temperatures ranging from 12-20°C/54-68°F.

Useful Information
Local currency: Renminbi (RMB)

The most widespread international usage is Chinese yuan, which is abbreviated to CNY. The
official symbol for the Chinese yuan is ¥.

Currency Exchange rate: https://www.boc.cn/sourcedb/whpj/enindex_1619.html

Most hotels and shops in China accept credit cards or mobile payments, such as Alipay and
WeChat pay. Cash machines are usually available at banks, hotels and at the airport.

Starting from November 20, 2025, foreigners may fill in the relevant entry information online
before coming to China through NIA's official website, Government Service Platform, “NIA
12367" APP and WeChat (Alipay) mini program or by scanning the QR code with mobile
phones. https://s.nia.gov.cn/ArrivalCardFillingPC/entry-registation-home

Useful APPS in China

@ Baidu Maps: A navigation app that provides a street view function and helps people
A find their way across the different Chinese cities.

‘ Gaode Maps(Amap): A navigation app that provides details about real-time traffic.

ALIPAY

a X1 E Alipay: A leading platform for payments and digital services in China.

Waygo: An award-winning visual translation app that lets you translate Chinese text

’J

ﬁ instantly using your phone’s camera.

¢ Please kindly note that due to national regulations certain applications may not work
in China, including Whatsapp.

Language

Local people in Guangzhou mainly speak Cantonese and Mandarin.


https://www.boc.cn/sourcedb/whpj/enindex_1619.html
https://s.nia.gov.cn/ArrivalCardFillingPC/entry-registation-home

Emergency phone numbers:
= Police: 110
= Fire service: 119

=  Ambulance service: 120

Electricity and Voltage:
The electricity in China is generally 220V, 50HZ, AC.

It is recommended to bring a universal electrical adapter.

Points of Contact

China Point of Contact

Ms. HUANG Wenwen

Department of Arms Control and Disarmament

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China
Mobile: +86 18500316562

Email: wen_huang211@163.com

huang_wenwen1@mfa.gov.cn

Malaysia Point of Contact
Mr. Jovinash Singh
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia

Email: jovinash@kln.gov.my

Travel Logistics Inquiries
Ms. Aruna Shrestha
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific

E-Mail: aruna.shrestha@un.org
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Visa and Entry Requirements

Ms. FU Yuyao

Department of Arms Control and Disarmament

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China
Mobile:+86 18310483287

Email: fuyuyaommm@163.com

Hotel/Airport Transportation in Guangzhou

Mrs. Jiamin HE

School of Public Health (Shenzhen), Sun Yat-sen University
Tel: +86 18148593369

Email: hejm58@mail.sysu.edu.cn

Background information on the BWC

Official website of the BWC

https://www.unoda.org/en/our-work/weapons-mass-destruction/biological-
weapons/biological-weapons-convention

Brochure: The Biological Weapons Convention-An introduction

https://publications.unoda.org/en-us/the-biological-weapons-convention-third-edition/

Guide to Implementing the Biological Weapons Convention

https://front.un-arm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/NIM-publication-digital.pdf

Electronic CBM platform

https://bwc-cbm.un.org/

BWC National Contact Points platform

https://bwc-ncp.un.org/

BWC National Implementation Measures Database

https://bwcimplementation.org/
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