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Background 
 

The Global Alliance on the Science of Learning for Education was established in 2024 as a community of 
practice that gathers together scientists, policymakers, practitioners and development partners to 
facilitate the translation of scientific knowledge from the interdisciplinary fields that study learning for 
application to education policies and practices. The first annual meeting of the Global Alliance was held 
in 2024. It highlighted critical challenges in knowledge-brokering between the science of learning and 
education policy and practice. Issues raised included academic and institutional silos and the complex 
non-linear pathways that link foundational research with actionable classroom implementation. The 
meeting recognized that more robust infrastructure is needed to support capacity-building, 
intersectoral dialogue and collaboration, policy learning, and effective knowledge-brokering.  

The focus on knowledge-brokering for improving the uptake of scientific knowledge for application to 
education policies and practices falls within the current global context advocating for more evidence-
based policymaking in education. For example, the SDG 4 High-Level Steering Committee (HLSC) 
established an Evidence and Policy Technical Committee to support countries to strengthen the 
institutional capacities of education authorities to use data and evidence for policy formulation, 
planning and implementation. 

The 2024 Global Education Meeting, which gathered education ministers from across the world, 
affirmed a global political commitment to increase investments in science of learning research as well 
as applications of those findings to real-world education practice. A specific emphasis was put on the 
need for curricula and pedagogies to be grounded in the science of how children learn and develop to 
improve learning outcomes. By updating curricula to reflect scientific findings, education systems can 
better meet the unique needs of each learner, fostering an environment where every child, including 
those from disadvantaged backgrounds and at risk of learning difficulties, can develop a suite of 
foundational skills required to succeed in school and beyond. 
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https://glhconnect.unesco.org/launch-global-alliance-science-learning-education
https://www.unesco.org/sdg4education2030/en/evidence-and-policy
https://www.unesco.org/sdg4education2030/en/2024-global-education-meeting
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From research to results: The science of learning in practice 
 

The science of learning is a growing, interdisciplinary field that leverages insights from diverse domains 
to improve learning environments and outcomes for all learners. When scientific findings are 
thoughtfully integrated into education, they can often lead to beneficial shifts in practice. At the system 
level, for example, the science of reading can strengthen literacy instruction, while in classrooms, better 
understanding of learning processes can enhance pedagogy through practices like spaced retrieval 
practice, interleaving, and metacognition. In the current context of the need for more evidence-based 
policymaking, the science of learning has the potential to improve the design of curricula, teaching 
methods and assessment practices, as well as the design of more effective digital learning platforms. 

The 2025 Annual Meeting on the Science of Learning for Education will be co-hosted in partnership 
with the Global Science of Learning Education Network (GSoLEN). Under the theme of From research to 
results: The science of learning in practice, the 2025 meeting will showcase effective models of 
collaboration and knowledge-brokering for the science of learning in education, facilitate 
interdisciplinary exchange, and highlight emerging and actionable research. 

The 2024 meeting explored topic areas including foundational learning, the use of digital technologies, 
knowledge-brokering, and strategies for translating the science of learning into policy and practice 
through interdisciplinary and practitioner-informed approaches. Building on this work, the 2025 
meeting will seek to advance the field of knowledge-brokering for the science of learning, with a 
particular focus on surfacing new information and innovative practices around two thematic tracks. 

For each track, panel presentations will be complemented by workshops to unpack diverse 
perspectives, discuss learning agendas, and explore implementation in context. Recognizing the 
importance of connecting networks and stakeholders, the 2025 meeting will continue to serve as a 
platform for scientists, policymakers, educators, and development partners to come together, learn 
from each other, and problem-solve around key issues surrounding the implementation of the science 
of learning in real-life education contexts.  

 

Thematic track 1. Knowledge-brokering for the science of learning in education 

UNESCO’s Global Alliance and GSoLEN have a shared focus on leveraging the science of learning for 
improved educational experiences. This track calls for research and findings related to implementing 

the science of learning at national, regional, local, and classroom levels. The annual meeting will 
convene these two communities to deepen and build on 2024 conversations regarding the roles of 
research, data and evidence in creating learning impact. Building on both participant presentations and 
a new thought piece produced by GSoLEN on knowledge brokering, meeting participants will engage in 
a consultative workshop to 1) learn more about current gaps and weaknesses in institutional 
infrastructure and human resources that need to be developed or strengthened for more effective 
knowledge-brokering in education; and 2) provide input and thought leadership to produce a shared 
UNESCO-GSoLEN knowledge-brokering framework for the use of scientific evidence in education.  

 

Thematic track 2. The science of learning and digital technologies 

Track 1 and Track 2 are interconnected through a shared recognition that evidence-based knowledge-
brokering is a critical yet underexplored area in digital learning. This is largely due to the lack of high-
quality, evidence-based data on the effectiveness and quality of digital learning products. To address 
this gap, UNESCO, GSoLEN, EdCortex and the International Centre for EdTech Impact will present new 
insights from a pioneering survey of digital technology leaders, which is the first of its kind to examine 
the relationship between a learning product’s evidence base, its connection to the science of learning, 
and its design features The resulting data will significantly strengthen the evidence base in this field. 

https://gsolen.ucsd.edu/
https://www.edcortex.com/
https://www.foreduimpact.org/
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Participants will engage in discussions on how to meaningfully apply these findings within their own 
knowledge-brokering practices. 

 

Participants 
 

Participants will include all members of the Global Alliance on the Science of Learning for Education and 
GSoLEN, as well as invited practitioners such as teachers, school leaders, teacher educators, curriculum 
developers, learning assessment experts, and digital technology companies. UNESCO may also invite 
education technical experts and policymakers of Member States through their national delegations in 
Paris. 

 

Expected outputs 
 

1. A publication of promising initiatives, including research findings, approaches, projects, and 

other efforts highlighted at the meeting. 

2. A joint UNESCO-GSoLEN guiding framework for strengthening knowledge-brokering between 

the science of learning and education at country and global levels. 

 

Call for proposals and pre-registration 
 

Pre-registration opens on 15 July 2025. To facilitate organization, interested participants are invited to 
pre-register for the meeting. As spaces are limited, invitations will be issued on a first-come-first-served 
basis until all spaces are filled. There is no participation fee to attend the meeting, but participants are 
expected to cover their own travel and accommodation costs. UNESCO will provide lunch for the two 
days of the meeting. Participants from low- and low-middle-income countries may be eligible for 
financing. The pre-registration deadline is 31 August 2025. Participants who have secured a place at 
the meeting will be contacted with more information after the pre-registration deadline.  

Proposal submissions can be made via the pre-registration form. Proposals should support the overall 
purpose and goals of the meeting by contributing to the growing body of scientific and research insights 
into learning and/or the activation of scientific insights to improve learning experiences and outcomes. 

Proposals should contribute original insights and findings from research; tools, frameworks, and/or 
other resources designed to support the integration of the science of learning into education; 
educational innovations that leverage the science of learning; and/or programmes and projects focused 
on knowledge-brokering for the science of learning in education. To submit a proposal and/or pre-
register, interested individuals may complete this form. 

 

Joining our networks! 
 

Membership to the UNESCO Global Alliance on the Science of Learning for Education is open to 
universities, research institutions, networks, think tanks, civil society organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, intergovernmental organizations, foundations, funders, associations, academic societies 
and publishers (Institutional Membership), as well as individual researchers, academics, teacher 
educators, teachers, curriculum developers, assessment experts and policymakers, who may be 
representatives of national governments (Individual Membership). Membership is at no-cost and 
criteria is further described in the Terms of Reference. Members are automatically subscribed to the 

https://forms.office.com/e/JGmzQsQXg2
https://glhconnect.unesco.org/launch-global-alliance-science-learning-education
https://glhconnect.unesco.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Terms%20of%20Reference%20-%20Global%20Alliance%20-%20FINAL%20REV%2022.03.2024.pdf


4 

 
Annual Meeting of the Global Alliance on the Science of Learning for Education 2025 

Concept note 

Newsletter. To apply for membership, applicants may complete the application form. 
 

The Global Science of Learning Education Network (GSoLEN) is an international network of scientists, 
educators and others invested in using the science of learning to make a positive difference to learning 
experiences and outcomes for all. All who share this mission are welcome to the no-fee network. To 
join, fill out the membership form. 

 

For more information 
 

UNESCO Global Alliance on the Science of Learning for Education 
GlobalLearningHouse@unesco.org    
 

Global Science of Learning Education Network (GSoLEN) 
info@gsolen.org  
 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/PZgCPRhUNF
https://gsolen.ucsd.edu/
https://forms.gle/yC72RM3QHR1NfHEaA
https://glhconnect.unesco.org/launch-global-alliance-science-learning-education
mailto:GlobalLearningHouse@unesco.org
https://gsolen.ucsd.edu/
mailto:info@gsolen.org

