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SDG Localization Phase 2: Scaling Local Action for Sustainable Thailand
Background

Thailand has emerged as a frontrunner in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) within
the ASEAN region, demonstrating strong national commitment and innovative local engagement. Recog-
nizing the critical role of subnational actors in achieving the 2030 Agenda, the European Union and UNDP
have partnered to support Thailand’s efforts through a phased approach under the SDG Localization
framework.

The first phase (SDG-L 1.0), implemented from 2022 to 2024, laid the foundation for systematic SDG
localization. This phase emphasized strengthening local government capacities, institutionalizing local
data collection and SDG monitoring, and fostering inclusive multi-stakeholder collaboration. Notable
achievements include the development of 15 SDG Profiles, promotion of citizen engagement through
the “Our SDGs” campaign, and integration of CSOs, academia, and the private sector into local SDG
initiatives.

Building on this momentum, the transitional Phase 1.5 (SDG-L 1.5)—running from September 2024 to
August 2025—focuses on accelerating climate transition and inclusive governance at the subnational
level. It prioritizes climate-linked issues such as waste management, while ensuring meaningful participa-
tion of vulnerable groups, including women, persons with disabilities, ethnic minorities, and youth. SDG-
L 1.5 strengthens the bridge between national priorities and local action, reinforcing Thailand’s commit-
ment to leave no one behind.

Project Overview:

The SDG Localization Phase Il (SDG-L 2.0) project, implemented by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and Ministry of Interior (MOI) with support from the European Union, builds on the
foundations laid in earlier phases. Running from January 2025 to December 2026, this phase aims to
scale up and deepen the localization of the SDGs across Thailand, particularly at the provincial level.

As the key government counterpart, the Ministry of Interior plays a central role in guiding subnational
implementation, working closely with provincial governors and local administrations to align local devel-
opment priorities with the SDG framework. Together with UNDP, MOI will provide strategic direction,
technical support, and coordination mechanisms to ensure effective and inclusive delivery of project out-
comes.

SDG-L 2.0 will enhance the technical capacities of local authorities and civil society actors, expand data-
driven SDG profiling to additional provinces, and promote inclusive, participatory approaches that em-
power women, youth, LGBTI individuals, persons with disabilities, and ethnic minorities. By investing in
locally led SDG implementation and monitoring, the project seeks to accelerate equitable development
and position Thailand as a regional model for sustainable, inclusive growth.

Key outputs of SDG-L 2.0 include:
e Strengthened local capacities and tools for SDG planning, implementation, and monitoring.
e Development of new participatory SDG Profiles in at least three additional provinces.

e Increased awareness and engagement of national and local stakeholders in SDG budgeting and
decision-making processes.

Together, these initiatives will drive transformative, long-term change and foster a whole-of-society ap-
proach to sustainable development.
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Objectives:

e Officially launch the “Strengthening SDG Localisation in Thailand Phase Il (SDG-L 2.0)” project
and communicate its vision, objectives, and strategic direction to key stakeholders.

e Promote shared understanding and collective ownership of the SDG localisation agenda among
national, provincial, and local actors.

e Showcase successful practices and lessons learned from Phase |, setting the foundation for scal-
ing up innovative and inclusive approaches in Phase Il.

e Foster multi-stakeholder collaboration and partnerships to accelerate local actions and
strengthen mechanisms for SDG implementation and monitoring.

Participants: Governmental agencies, state enterprises, local authorities, private sectors, academia, civil
society, and other relevant organizations totaling 220 participants.

Location: Conference room 3, the United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC), Bangkok

Date: Wednesday 10 September 2025, 08.30 —15.30 hrs.
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Agenda
SDG Localisation Phase 2: Scaling Local Action for Sustainable Thailand
Wednesday 10 September 2025, 08.30 — 15.30 hrs.
At the Conference Room 3, the United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC), Bangkok

Date 10 September 2025

08.30 — 09.00 Registration
09.00-09.45 Opening Remarks: Leadership Commitment to SDG Localisation

- H.E. Minister of Interior

- Representative from European Union Delegation to Thailand

- Niamh Collier-Smith, UNDP Resident Representative to Thailand
09.45-10.00 Group Photos

10.00 —10.15  Unpacking Insight from 15 SDG Profiles and Localisation Journey
By Pan Piyasil, Project Manager of SDG Localisation, UNDP Thailand

10.15 - 10.25 Keynote Address 1: Where Thailand Stands in SDG Achievement: Third Voluntary Na-
tional Review

Speaker: National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC)
(Format: Short presentation or TED-style talk)
10.25 -10.35 Keynote Address 2: Bottom-Up Impact: Reflections from the Field

Speaker: Director General of Department of Local Administration (DLA), MOI
(Format: Short presentation or TED-style talk)

10.35 - 10.45 Coffee Break (Exhibition open for early viewing)

10.45 - 11.50 . . .
High-Level Panel on “Data x Policy x Investment x People: The Future of SDG Locali-
sation”

Moderator: UNDP
Panelists:
1)  Director of Bureau of Provincial Administration, Development, and Promotion,
Office of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Interior
2) Representative from the Program Management Unit on Area Based Develop-
ment (PMU A)
3) Representative from the Securities and Exchange Commission
4) Representative from the Thai Health Promotion Foundation (CSO voice)

11.50 - 12.00 Wrap-Up of Morning Session: Summary of key takeaways
12.00 —13.00  Lunch & Exhibition Tour

13.00 - 14.30  Governor’s Forum: Vision & Pathways for Local Action
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Governor of Chiang Mai

2) Governor of Chiang Rai
3) Governor of Tak

4) Governor of Bangkok
5) Governor of Narathiwat
6) Governor of Nong Khai
7) Governor of Rayong

@

Governor of Sa Kaeo
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14.30 — 14.40 Break
14.40 - 15.20 SDG Localisation for the People by the People

1) Gender representative

2) People with Disabilities representative
3) Elderly People

4) Youth representative

15.20-15.30 Closing Remark: Charting the Next Phase of SDG-L 2.0

1) H.E. Minister of Interior
2) RCO

Remarks: *Schedule is subjected to change without prior notice



