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Widows and peace:
The role of war-widows in striving for peace

Friday 17 October 2025
10:00 - 13:00 and 15:00 - 18:00
in Palais Nations room VII

Data on widows is incomplete, however it is widely agreed by organisations working in the field that
a conservative estimate would be over 300 million widows worldwide. Despite the size of this
demographic there is no Special Rapporteur on widows, no CEDAW General Recommendation on
widows, no UN Women desk on widows and the word “widows” is seldom seen in UN
documentation. In the WPS agenda with its numerous resolutions, there is little mention of widows.

Due to early and forced marriage, children can be widows: a 16year old with 2 children can be a
widow. The climate emergency, COVID and conflict all increase the number of widows and female
headed households. Widows face harmful traditional practices such as cleansing rites and
inheritance grabbing. Due to culture, in many places widows are considered bad luck and find they
have no place in society. Their children become the most vulnerable to trafficking if girls and
radicalisation if boys.

In times of conflict the situation for widows and their families are exacerbated. In addition conflict
inevitably leads to more widows.

Yet time and again, across the globe, it has been proven that once supported, widows can be active
agents of positive change in their communities. Likewise widows are active in promoting peace.

We look forward to the contribution of all participants to the discourse on the positive contribution
of widows to peace and how they can be supported in these endeavours. We will hear from
organisations working with and for widows from across the globe. This event will develop the
discourse on related elements such as poverty, water scarcity, migration and desire for scare
resources as both drivers and results of conflict. There may be an additional lunch time event to hear
the testimonies of widows and their organisations from across the world.

We look forward to diverse participation and contribution from a number of different perspectives
and countries. We anticipate an outcome report will be created that can be disseminated widely
which in turn can act as an advocacy document to ensure greater understanding of the positive
effect widows can make for a more peaceful and prosperous world.

Registration opened on 01 September 2025 : Widows and Peace: the role of war-widows in striving
for peace (17 October 2025): Overview - Indico.UN. You are warmly invited to register to join this
important event.

For further information please contact:
WRI - writrusteezh@gmail.com
admin@widowsrights.net
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