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 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

3. Reports of expert meetings: 

(a) Multi-year Expert Meeting on Commodities and Development; 

(b) Multi-year Expert Meeting on Trade, Services and Development; 

(c) Multi-year Expert Meeting on Transport, Trade Logistics and Trade 

Facilitation. 

4.  Reports of intergovernmental groups of experts: 

(a)  Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Financing for Development; 

(b)  Intergovernmental Group of Experts on E-commerce and the Digital Economy. 

5. Supporting diversification for sustainable and resilient development. 

6.  African ports: Key issues, challenges and opportunities. 

7. Progress report on promoting and strengthening synergies among the three pillars. 

8. Other business. 

9. Adoption of the report of the Commission to the Trade and Development Board. 

  

 * This document was scheduled for publication after the standard publication date owing to 

circumstances beyond the submitter's control. 
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 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

1. The sixteenth session of the Trade and Development Commission will be held from 

29 June to 3 July 2026. The role of the commissions, as subsidiary bodies of the Trade and 

Development Board and as defined in paragraph 121 of the Bridgetown Covenant 

(TD/541/Add.2), is to consider the outcomes of expert meetings and the synergies between 

the three pillars and the work of the subprogrammes of UNCTAD, as well as to conduct 

policy dialogue on one or two selected issues. The Geneva Consensus (TD/561/Add.2) 

mandates the commissions to perform the important function of integrating the substantive 

inputs received from their respective subsidiary expert bodies, including the 

intergovernmental groups of experts, into policy-oriented outcomes for the consideration of 

these outcomes at a political level by the Trade and Development Board. 

2. The topics of the two substantive agenda items of the current session are supporting 

diversification for sustainable and resilient development, and key issues, challenges and 

opportunities in relation to African ports. The Trade and Development Commission will 

consider agreed conclusions on the substantive agenda items. In addition, the Commission 

will review reports of expert meetings, as well as reports of intergovernmental group of 

experts. Furthermore, the Commission will examine relevant activities implemented by the 

secretariat that have promoted and strengthened synergies among the three pillars. 

In accordance with paragraph 75 of the Geneva Consensus, the outcomes of the commissions 

of UNCTAD should be inputs for a draft resolution for the consideration of the Trade and 

Development Board. 

  Item 1 

Election of officers 

3. In accordance with rule 18 of the rules of procedure of the Main Committees of the 

Trade and Development Board, the Trade and Development Commission shall elect a Chair, 

five Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur from among the representatives of its members, taking 

into account the need to ensure equitable geographical distribution. In accordance with rule 

19 of the rules of procedure, the Bureau of the Commission shall consist of seven members: 

four members from lists A and C combined, two from list B and one from list D, referred to 

in the annex to General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX), as amended. 

4. Accordingly, following the cycle of rotation, the Bureau for the sixteenth session of 

the Commission will be as follows: a Chair from list D, a Rapporteur from list C, three Vice-

Chairs from lists A and C combined and two Vice-Chairs from list B. 

  Item 2 

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

5. The provisional agenda of the sixteenth session of the Trade and Development 

Commission was approved by the Trade and Development Board through a silence procedure 

that ended on 27 April 2026. A programme of work will be circulated prior to the meeting. 

Documentation 
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  Item 3 

Reports of expert meetings 

 (a) Multi-year Expert Meeting on Commodities and Development 

6. Under the agenda item, the Commission will review and discuss the outcomes of the 

Multi-year Expert Meeting on Commodities and Development on its sixteenth session. 
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Documentation 

 
TD/B/C.I/MEM.2/66 Report of the Multi-year Expert Meeting on Commodities and 

Development on its sixteenth session 

 (b) Multi-year Expert Meeting on Trade, Services and Development 

7. Under the agenda item, the Commission will review and discuss the outcomes of the 

Multi-year Expert Meeting on Trade, Services and Development on its twelfth session. 

Documentation 

 
TD/B/C.I/MEM.4/36 Report of the Multi-year Expert Meeting on Trade, Services 

and Development on its twelfth session 

 (c) Multi-year Expert Meeting on Transport, Trade Logistics and Trade Facilitation 

8. Under the agenda item, the Commission will review and discuss the outcomes of the 

Multi-year Expert Meeting on Transport, Trade Logistics and Trade Facilitation on its twelfth 

session. 

Documentation 

 
TD/B/C.I/MEM.7/36 Report of the Multi-year Expert Meeting on Transport, Trade 

Logistics and Trade Facilitation on its twelfth session 

  Item 4 

Reports of intergovernmental group of experts 

 (a) Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Financing for Development 

9. Under the agenda item, the Commission will review and discuss the outcomes of the 

Intergovernmental Groups of Experts on Financing for Development on its ninth session. 

Documentation 

 
TD/B/C.I/EFD/9/3 Report of the International Group of Experts on Financing for 

Development on its ninth session 

 (b) Intergovernmental Group of Experts on E-commerce and the Digital Economy 

10. Under the agenda item, the Commission will review and discuss the outcomes of the 

International Group of Experts on E-commerce and the Digital Economy on its ninth session. 

Documentation 

 
TD/B/C.I/EDE/9/4 Report of the International Group of Experts on E-commerce 

and the Digital Economy on its ninth session 

  Item 5 

Supporting diversification for sustainable and resilient development 

11. Under the agenda item, the Trade and Development Commission will examine the 

role of international trade, trade rules and policy frameworks in supporting economic 

diversification and structural transformation in developing countries.  

12. Economic diversification is central to sustainable development, particularly for 

commodity-dependent developing economies. While global trade continues to evolve, many 

developing countries remain reliant on a narrow range of exports. Trade can support 
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diversification and value addition, but outcomes depend on domestic capacities and the 

broader international environment. A predictable, transparent and non-discriminatory trading 

system is essential to ensure stable market access and support investment. 

13. Current trade dynamics are, however, becoming more complex. Rising trade tensions 

and the increasing use of distortionary trade measures, alongside evolving regulatory 

requirements, are adding uncertainty and may constrain diversification efforts. Structural 

challenges, including limited productive capacities and narrow export bases, persist, 

particularly for the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small 

island developing States. Tariff escalation, non-tariff measures and shifts in global value 

chains further affect opportunities for moving into higher value added activities.  

14. In this context, the Commission will consider how trade rules, policy space and 

international cooperation can support diversification. Discussions will address value addition 

in commodity sectors, including through services, as well as the role of regional integration, 

South–South trade and emerging sectors, such as digital, green and blue economies. 

Documentation 

 
TD/B/C.I/63 Supporting diversification for sustainable and resilient 

development 

  Item 6 

African ports: Key issues, challenges and opportunities 

15. Several global and regional trends are currently redefining the operating 

environment of maritime transport and logistics in Africa, with ports on the front line. These 

include developments relating to economic growth, trade flows and patterns, regional 

integration dynamics, digitalization, infrastructure developments, regulatory shifts, energy 

transition, environmental sustainability requirements and climate action commitments and 

resilience-building imperatives, amid intensified supply chain disruptions, volatility and 

uncertainty. 

16. The Geneva Consensus stressed the importance of well-functioning, sustainable and 

resilient transport and logistics, including ports and their hinterland connections, for 

economic growth and development. This is likewise true for African ports and their 

hinterland connections. These strategic and critical assets are key to sustainable and resilient 

supply chains, economic growth, regional integration, market access and effective 

participation in regional and global value chains. They are also crucial for landlocked 

countries, whose connectivity and access to markets depend on reliable, efficient and resilient 

ports and transport systems, including transport and transit corridors. 

17. Participants will examine developments that are currently reshaping the operational 

landscape of African ports, the key challenges faced and practical response options and 

solutions. They will also explore a proposed course of action to position African ports and 

their hinterland connections as levers for deeper regional integration, stronger participation 

in regional and global value chains, and a more sustainable and resilient development path. 

In-session documentation 

  Item 7 

Progress report on promoting and strengthening synergies among the 

three pillars 

18. Under the agenda item, the secretariat will report on progress made in promoting and 

strengthening synergies among the three pillars of work of UNCTAD in the areas covered by 

the Trade and Development Commission. 
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  Item 8 

Other business 

  Item 9 

Adoption of the report of the Commission to the Trade and 

Development Board 

19. The report of the sixteenth session of the Trade and Development Commission will 

be submitted to the Trade and Development Board. 

    


