
BACKGROUND

SIDE EVENT

OBJECTIVES 

90 MINUTES SESSION

Monday, Monday 30 June 2025
 2:30 pm-4:00 pm

Recognizing STI as a critical enabler of sustainable
development, the First Draft of the FfD4 Outcome
Document lays out an ambitious agenda to
leverage its full potential. It calls for increased
investment in national STI systems and
international collaboration on STI including in the
areas of digital infrastructure, open science,
equitable access to artificial intelligence, and
expanded STEM education, particularly for
developing countries and marginalized groups.. In
this context, UNESCO, the International Science
Council (ISC), and the Belmont Forum propose a
multistakeholder side event at FfD4 to galvanize
action around the urgent need to close the STI
financing gap. The event will bring together key
stakeholders from the public and private sectors to
highlight innovative funding mechanisms and
identify solutions and opportunities for sustainable,
inclusive, and equitable STI financing.

The specific objectives of the event are as follows:
Raising awareness of the current STI financing gap and its wide-ranging implications, as well as the urgent need to scale up
investment in STI for advancing sustainable development across all dimensions, for the full enjoyment of human rights. 
Showcasing innovative financing mechanisms and science models including missions-driven multistakeholder approaches as
well as transformative shifts such as open science, that promote collaborative, transparent and cost-effective STI investments 
Fostering dialogue among diverse stakeholders, including governments, multilateral organizations, philanthropic actors, the
private sector, and the scientific community, to identify shared priorities, highlight viable STI financing solutions and drive
collective action.
Championing STI as a strategic priority within the broader financing for development agenda, particularly within the framework
of the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development.

For More Information
UNESCO: Ana Persic, a.persic@unesco.org

ISC: Megha Sud, megha.sud@council.science 
Belmont Forum: Larisse Faroni-Perez, larisse.faroni@belmontforum.org

Closing the Funding Gap: Financing
Science, Technology and Innovation (STI)
for the Sustainable Development Goals 

Side Event at the Fourth International Conference on Financing for
Development (FfD4), 30 June - 3 July 2025, Seville, Spain

TIME

2:30PM

2:40PM

OPENING REMARKS FROM THE CO-ORGANIZERS 

KEYNOTE ADRESS

2:50PM PANEL DISCUSSION

3:35PM INTERACTIVE SEGMENT

3:55PM CLOSING REMARKS

Multi-stakeholder perspectives on barriers, opportunities, and
innovative models for financing STI

Moderated Q&A with the audience; spotlight on good practices and
ongoing initiatives

Summary of key takeaways and proposed actions moving forward

PROPOSED AGENDA
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