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Agenda

Event: International Forum: Uniting for Tolerance and Human Fraternity to Combat
Extremism.

Date: February 4%, 2025

Venue: Building E, Conference Room 25, Palais des Nations, Avenue de la Paix 14,1202
Geneva, Conference Room XXV

Time: 10:00-13:00

9:30
Important Note for In-Person Participants

For those attending the forum in person at the Palais des Nations, please plan to arrive 30
minutes before the start of the sessions to allow sufficient time to complete the security
clearance process. This will ensure a smooth and timely start to the program.

Session 1: The Power of Tolerance and Human Fraternity
Time: 10:00-11:05
Program:

Opening Remarks (10:00 - 10:10):

Chair: Ambassador Saeed Mokbil. President of OIPMA

Overview of the session’s goals and significance in promoting tolerance and human
fraternity.

Speakers (10:10-10:55):

1. Mme Ana Luiza Thompson-Flores, Director of the UNESCO Liaison Office in Geneva
The Declaration of Principles on Tolerance and Key Global Initiatives
Mme Thompson-Flores will shed light on the Declaration of Principles on Tolerance
and major global initiatives, discussing the status and implementation of the
Declaration adopted on November 16, 1995. She will review UNESCO initiatives to
promote global tolerance and understanding among nations.
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2. Dr. Arben Ramkaj, Board Member, Global Council for Tolerance and Peace;
Director, Center for Interfaith Cooperation and Institute for Cultural and Religious
Dialogue
Promoting Interfaith Harmony and Cultural Dialogue for Global Peace
Dr. Ramkaj will review the importance of the Document on Human Fraternity, signed
in Abu Dhabi on February 4, 2019, by the Grand Imam Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb and Pope
Francis. He will highlight the promotion of interfaith harmony and cultural dialogue
as essential pathways to global tolerance and peace.

3. Mr. Pablo Demierre, Political Scientist; Founder and President of the International
Institute for Diplomacy (lID) — Switzerland

Education and Diplomacy as Pillars for Tolerance and Peace

Mr. Demierre will discuss the importance of education and diplomacy as pillars of
tolerance and peace, sharing his experiences and initiatives in promoting dialogue,
education, and human fraternity through international diplomacy pursued by the
Swiss Confederation.

4. Dr. Sarah Markiewicz, Senior Advisor on Interfaith and Intercultural Dialogue for
the Inter-Parliamentary Union

Dr. Markiewicz will highlight how parliamentary diplomacy and legislative frameworks
championed by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) play a pivotal role in promoting
tolerance, unity, and inclusion. She will emphasize the IPU’s efforts in fostering dialogue,
understanding, and cooperation among nations, countering division and hatred to build a
more harmonious and inclusive world.

Closing Remarks (10:55-11:05):
Summary of key takeaways and transition to the next session.

11:05-11:20: Coffee Break

Attendees are invited to network and enjoy light refreshments.

Session 2: Intolerance, Hatred and Violent Extremism: The Path to Conflict and
Terrorism

Time: 11:20-12:15

Chair: Ambassador Saeed Mokbil. President of OIPMA
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Opening Statements: (11.20-11.30)
Setting the stage for addressing the destructive impacts of intolerance and hatred.

Speakers (11:30-12:15):

1.

H.E. Aidarus Qassem Abdulaziz Al-Zubaidi, Vice President of Yemen's Presidential
Leadership Council and President of the Southern Transitional Council

The Impact of Intolerance and Extremism in Yemen

President Al-Zubaidi will review how intolerance, hatred, and violent extremism have
contributed to conflicts and the rise of terrorist groups. He will address the ongoing
crisis in Yemen caused by violent extremism and highlight the importance of
regional and international partnerships in combating intolerance, extremism, and
terrorism to achieve a lasting solution to the Yemeni crisis.

Dr. Thomas Renard, Director of the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism
(ICCT)

Policy Solutions to Preventing Violent Extremism and Radicalization

Dr. Renard will focus on policy solutions to prevent violent extremism and will
address the importance of multifaceted actions to root out terrorism, prevent
violent extremism, and counter extremism.

Dr. Azza Karam, Member of the United Nations’ Secretary General High Level
Advisory Board on Multilateralism President and CEO of Lead Integrity.

The Negative Impact of Politicized Religious Parties on Tolerance and Fraternity in
the MENA Region

Dr. Karam will discuss the negative impact of politicized religious parties on
tolerance, human fraternity, and social cohesion. She will provide insights on
promoting inclusive governance and combating divisive ideologies.

Mrs. Jade McLachlan, Executive Director of OIPMA, Former Senior Aide and Advisor
within the UK Government and at the Office of UN Secretary General.

The Decade of Tolerance: Actions and Goals

Mrs. McLachlan will discuss the negative impact of politicized religious parties on
tolerance, human fraternity, and social cohesion. She will provide insights on
promoting inclusive governance and combating divisive ideologies.


https://highleveladvisoryboard.org/
https://highleveladvisoryboard.org/
http://www.lead-integrity.com/
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Closing Remarks (12:15 - 12:25):
Summary of key insights and concluding thoughts from the moderator.

Interactive Q&A Session 12:25 -13:00

Opportunity for participants to ask panelists in-depth questions and share insights.

Discussion Topics: Session 1

e Reviewingthe UNESCO Declaration of Principles on Tolerance (1995) and assessing
global progress.

e Showecasing successful initiatives, including examples from the UAE and
Switzerland.

¢ Exploring the role of human fraternity in bridging cultures and religions, drawing on
the Human Fraternity Document for World Peace and Living Together.

¢ Highlighting the importance of mutual respect and collaboration as cornerstones
for sustainable peace.

Discussion Topics: Session 2
e Examining the link between intolerance, hatred, and violent extremism.
e Case studies from Yemen demonstrating the consequences of neglecting tolerance.

o ldentifying strategies to address conflict escalation and prevent the spread of
extremism.

Additional Notes:

e Participants are encouraged to actively engage during the Q&A sessions to foster
dynamic discussions.

o Follow-up materials, including session recordings and key resources, will be shared
post-conference.






