
                                                                                                              

1 
 

 
 
 
 

Chief Science Advisors Roundtable 2024 (CSAR-2024) 
6th September 2024 
UNESCO HQ, Paris 

Room XI  
 

Fostering open science, bridging knowledge asymmetry,  
and building science advice capacity globally 

 
Introduction 
 
The interface between science and policy becomes critical against the backdrop of the 

growing complexities and interconnectedness of geopolitical, technological and 

socioeconomic contexts as it allows co-creation, exchange, and synthesis of knowledge 

to enable policy development and decision-making. As most of these complexities are 

cross-boundary and cross-disciplinary, building the capacity to address them at national, 

regional, and global levels is essential. Inclusive national, regional, and global science 

advice can be instrumental in this regard.  

 

Science advisers, through scientific rigour, political acumen, and contextual 

understanding, play a vital role in steering the science and technology ecosystems of their 

respective countries and organisations. Chief Science Advisers (CSAs) are embedded 

within the highest level of governance and can have a prominent role in shaping policy 

choices by providing evidence-driven science advice. Hence, it is important to create a 

mechanism that brings together CSAs and their equivalents from across the globe to 

discuss contemporary and emerging global policy issues of common importance.  

 

To ensure sustained engagement of CSAs and their equivalents from across the globe, 

the CSAR 2024 is being convened under the joint aegis of UNESCO and the Government 

of India. The roundtable will take place on 6th September 2024 in a hybrid format at 

UNESCO Headquarters in Paris with the participation of national Chief Scientific Advisers 

or equivalents and international organisations.  
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The CSAR 2024 will be preceded with a free-flowing knowledge session discussing the 

impact of the science advice mechanisms in building trust in science and will 

generate insights on building science advice capacity at the country, regional and 

international levels. This open session will provide opportunity for a dialogue between 

Chief Scientific Advisers and equivalents, the UNESCO Permanent Delegations and the 

representatives of the international scientific and science advisory bodies.  

In the afternoon’s closed session (CSAR 2024), the Chief Science Advisers and 

equivalents representing different countries and international organisations will deliberate 

on the proposed theme of the 2024 roundtable which is ‘Fostering open science, 

bridging knowledge asymmetry, and building science advice capacity globally’. The 

roundtable will also deliberate the potential pathways to ensure a sustainable continuation 

of such a science advice mechanism at the global level.   

 
Programme (6th September 2024) 
 

09:30 – 10:00 Registration 

10:00 – 12:00 

Open Dialogue: “Impact of the science advice mechanism in building 
trust in science at the national, regional and international levels.” 
 
Participants: Chief Science Advisors; UNESCO Permanent 
Delegations; and representatives of international scientific and science 
advisory bodies (open session) 

12:00 – 14:00 Networking Lunch 

14:00 – 18:00 

Chief Science Advisors Roundtable 2024: “Fostering open science, 
bridging knowledge asymmetry, and building science advice capacity 
globally 
 
Participants: Chief Science Advisers and equivalents/nominees, and 
representatives of international organisations 
(closed session) 
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1. Open Dialogue – Impact of the science advice mechanism in building trust in 

science at the national, regional and international levels. (open session) 
 

09:30-10:00 Registration 

10:00-10:10 
Welcome 
Address  

Lidia Brito, Assistant Director-General, Natural Sciences 
Sector, UNESCO 

10:10-10:20 
Opening 
Remarks 

Ajay K. Sood, Principal Scientific Adviser to the 
Government of India   

10:20-10:40 
Keynote 
Speech 

Remy Quirion, Chair, International Network for 
Government Science Advice (INGSA) 
 
The importance of open access to scholarly scientific 
knowledge, science advice and national science advice 
mechanisms in building trust in science. 
 

10:40-11:50 
 

Panel 
discussion 
on 
overarching 
theme of the 
open 
session 
 
Followed by 
open Q&A 
and 
discussions 
 

● Sir Peter Gluckman, President, International Science 
Council 

● Professor Charlotte Watts, Chief Science Adviser, 
FCDO, United Kingdom 

● Dr. Mlungisi Cele, Head, National Advisory Council on 
Innovation (NACI), South Africa 

● Moderator (tbc)  

11:50-11:55 
Key Insights 
from the 
Session  

Parvinder Maini, Scientific Secretary, Office of the 
Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India  

11:55-12.00 
Closing 
Remarks  

Lidia Brito, Assistant Director-General, Natural Sciences 
Sector, UNESCO 

Group Photo 
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2. Chief Science Advisors Roundtable 2024 - Fostering open science, bridging 
knowledge asymmetry, and building science advice capacity globally  
(closed session) 
 

 

14:00-14:10 
Welcome 
Remarks 

Lidia Brito, Assistant Director-General, Natural Sciences 
Sector, UNESCO  

14:10-14:15 
Opening 
address 

Ajay K Sood, Principal Scientific Adviser to the 
Government of India 

14:15 -
14:25 

Presentation on 
the theme 

Parvinder Maini, Scientific Secretary, Office of the 
Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India 

 
 
 
14:30-15:30 
 
 
 

Session 1 

 
“Fostering open science, bridging knowledge asymmetry, 
and building science advice capacity globally”  
 
Interventions by Head of Delegations (alphabetical order) 
3 minutes maximum 
 
 

 

15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
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16:00-16:40 
 

Session 2 
Interventions continued...  
 
Interventions by international organisations (3 min.) 

16:40-17:45 
 

Endorsing the 
Outcome 
Statement 

 
Endorsing principles and recommendations based on 
deliberations of CSAs and equivalents to feed into various 
multilateral forums, initiatives, and processes  
 

17:45-17:50 CSAR 2025 Statement on CSAR 2025 by South Africa 

17:50-18:00 
Concluding 
Remarks  

Charaf Ahmimed 
Senior Advisor to the Director-General 
UNESCO’s G20 Sherpa 

 

******** 


