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Annotated provisional agenda for the sixth joint meeting

To be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, starting on Monday, 13
October 2025, at 3 p.m.**

I. Provisional agenda

Opening of the meeting and election of officers.
Adoption of the agenda.
Adoption of the report of the previous meeting.

Status of ratification and celebration of new accessions.

o M w DR

Increasing awareness of and accession to the Convention and its implementation
drawing on the benefits of cooperation:

@ Increasing awareness of and supporting national processes towards accession
to the Convention;

* Sixth joint meeting of the two Working Groups.

** In accordance with United Nations accreditation procedures, participants are requested to complete
the online registration procedure available on the web page for the sixth joint meeting
(https:/lunece.org/environmental-policy/events/6thjointWGIWRM-WGMA_2025) as soon as
possible, but by no later than 29 September 2025. Registration is available through the following
link: https://indico.un.org/e/6th_Joint_meeting_ WGIWRM_WGMA. For assistance with registration,
please see the instructions on the meeting web page or contact the secretariat by email
(water.convention@un.org). In case of difficulty, please contact the secretariat by telephone at
+41 22 917 1606.
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(b)  Increasing capacity for implementation of the Convention at the national and
regional levels, especially for new Parties;

(¢)  Supporting implementation and compliance through the Implementation
Committee;

(d)  Supporting the development of agreements and the establishment of joint
bodies.

Preparations for the United Nations 2026 Water Conference.

Promoting an integrated and intersectoral approach to water resources management at
all levels (Part 1):

()  Source-to-sea: linking governance and management of transboundary
freshwaters and the coastal and marine environment;

(b)  Promoting conservation and restoration of transboundary freshwater and
water-related ecosystems;

(c)  Supporting equitable and sustainable water allocation in a transboundary
context.

Financing the Convention’s current and future work:

@) Financial status and resources for the implementation of the current
programme of work;

(b)  Progress in the process towards a more sustainable and predictable financing
mechanism of the Convention’s work;

(c) Progress in the approval of the decision on multilingualism under the Water
Convention.

Promoting an integrated and intersectoral approach to water resources management at
all levels (Part 2):

(@)  Supporting intersectoral dialogues and assessments through the application of
the water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus approach;

(b)  Supporting National Policy Dialogues on Integrated Water Resources
Management in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia;

(c) Promoting conjunctive management of transboundary surface waters and
groundwaters.

Supporting monitoring, assessment and information-sharing in transboundary basins
to address pressures on water resources:

(@)  Supporting monitoring, assessment and information-sharing;
(b)  Improving water quality, including through pollution prevention and control.

Thematic session: prevention and mitigation of plastic pollution in transboundary
basin management.

Reporting on Sustainable Development Goal indicator 6.5.2 and under the
Convention.

Adapting to climate change in transboundary basins.

Facilitating funding and financing of transboundary water cooperation and basin
development.

Cooperation with UN-Water, global and regional partners and other multilateral
environmental agreements and contribution to policy processes.

International Water Assessment Centre.
Ongoing programme of work for 2025-2027.

Dates and venue of the next meetings of the Working Groups.
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19.  Other business.

20.  Closure of the meeting.

Annotations

1. The twentieth meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Water Resources
Management and the twentieth meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring and
Assessment under the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses
and International Lakes (Water Convention) will be held jointly at the Palais des Nations,
Geneva, starting at 3 p.m. on Monday, 13 October, and ending at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 15
October 2025. The meetings are being held jointly to exploit synergies in the work of the two
bodies. This is their sixth joint meeting.

2. The main objectives of the sixth joint meeting of the two Working Groups will be to:

(@)  Review implementation of the Water Convention programme of work for
2025-2027 (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.1);

(b)  Discuss progress in the Convention’s global opening;

(c)  Discuss the implementation of decisions taken by the Meeting of the Parties at
its tenth session (Ljubljana, 23-25 October 2024).

3. The working languages for the meeting will be Arabic?, English, French, Russian and
Spanish?. All relevant documentation will be made available on a dedicated page of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Water Convention website.?

4. Participants are requested to limit the length of their interventions to a maximum of
two minutes. In addition, invited presentations will be limited to eight minutes. The Co-
Chairs will strictly enforce these limits. Full statements or presentations provided to the
secretariat can be posted on the meeting web page.

Opening of the meeting and election of officers

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 October, 3-3.15 p.m.

5. The meeting of the two Working Groups will be opened by the Chair of the Water
Convention, Mr. Ales Bizjak (Slovenia). Subsequently, the Working Groups will elect their
respective Co-Chairs. In doing so, they will take into account the fact that the Meeting of the
Parties at its tenth session:

+ Agreed that the Bureau members in charge of the Working Groups on Integrated
Water Resources Management and on Monitoring and Assessment would remain in
office until the Working Groups had officially elected their own Chairs.*

» Welcomed the offer by Namibia to co-chair the Working Group on Integrated Water
Resources Management.®

6. Therefore, Ms. Heide Jekel (Germany) and Mr. Péter Kovéacs (Hungary) as Co-Chairs
of the Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management, together with Namibia,
as well as Ms. Anna-Stiina Heiskanen (Finland) and Mr. Bakary Faty (Senegal), as Co-Chairs
of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment, prepared the current joint session of
the Working Groups.

! Decisions available at https://unece.org/MOP10_Water_Convention.

2 Arabic and Spanish simultaneous interpretations will be provided only if extrabudgetary resources
will be made available to this effect.

3 See https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/6thjointWGIWRM-WGMA _2025.

4 ECE/MP.WAT/75, para. 76.

5 lbid., para. 114.
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2. Adoption of the agenda

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 October, 3.15-3.25 p.m.

7. The Co-Chairs will present the main objectives of the meeting (see para. 2 above).
They will refer to the programme of work for 2025-2027 adopted by the Meeting of the
Parties at its tenth session, as the Working Groups will review the status of its
implementation. The Working Groups are expected to adopt the agenda as set out in the
present document.

Documentation

Annotated provisional agenda for the sixth joint meeting (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/1—
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/1)

Programme of work for 2025-2027 (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.1)

Report on the implementation of activities under the Water Convention in 2024
(ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/3—-ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/3)

Programme of work of the International Water Assessment Centre for 2025-2027 and
decisions (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2)

3. Adoption of the report of the previous meeting

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 October, 3.25-3.30 p.m.

8. The Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management and the Working
Group on Monitoring and Assessment will be invited to adopt the report of their fifth joint
meeting (Geneva, 6-8 May 2024).

Documentation

Report of the Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management and the Working
Group on Monitoring and Assessment on their fifth joint meeting
(ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2024/2-ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2024/2)

4. Status of ratification and celebration of new accessions

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 October, 3.30-4 p.m.

9. The secretariat will inform participants about the status of ratification of the Water
Convention and its Protocol on Water and Health. Information will also be provided on the
status of ratification of the Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of
International Watercourses.

10.  The Working Groups will be invited to welcome the countries that have become
Parties to the Water Convention since the tenth session of the Meeting of the Parties, such as
Bangladesh (20 June 2025).

Documentation

Informal documents

Ratification status of the Water Convention, its amendments and Protocols
(ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/INF.1-ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/INF.1)
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5. Increasing awareness of and accession to the Convention and its
implementation drawing on the benefits of cooperation

Tentative timing: Monday, 13 October, 4-6 p.m., and Tuesday, 14 October, 10-10.40 a.m.

(@) Increasing awareness of and supporting national processes towards accession to the
Convention

11.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to increase
awareness of and political support for the Convention, and to increase accession thereto
(programme area 1, activity 1.1). The Strategy for the implementation of the Convention at
the global level (ECE/MP.WAT/54/Add.2), adopted by the Meeting of the Parties at its eighth
session (Astana, 10-12 October 2018), also foresees several priority actions to strengthen
cooperation and partnerships for the management of transboundary waters worldwide in
order to promote sustainable development and peace.

12.  The Working Groups will be informed about activities carried out by the secretariat,
the Bureau, countries and partners to promote accession to the Water Convention and the
Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International Watercourses at the
national, basin, regional and global levels.

13.  Action: Countries in the process of acceding to the Water Convention will be invited
to report on their progress and on priorities for subsequently implementing the Convention.
Parties and partners supporting efforts by countries in the process of accession will be invited
to share their experience and views. The Working Groups will be invited to discuss planned
future activities in this area.

Documentation

Strategy for the implementation of the Convention at the global level
(ECE/MP.WAT/54/Add.2)

Frequently Asked Questions on the 1992 Water Convention, with the Road Map to Facilitate
Accession Processes (ECE/MP.WAT/59)

(b) Increasing capacity for implementation of the Convention at the national and regional
levels, especially for new Parties

14.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to increase
capacity for the implementation of the Convention principles at the national and regional
levels, especially for new Parties (programme area 1, activity 1.2). Different approaches have
been put forward to assist implementation in new Parties, including twinning initiatives
between experienced and new Parties, and support to the development of implementation
plans in new Parties. The matchmaking event “Accelerating transboundary cooperation and
the implementation of the Water Convention in new Parties through increased support and
partnership” (Ljubljana, 22 October 2024) also facilitated the mobilization of support from
existing Parties and technical and financial partners for the acceleration of transboundary
water cooperation and the implementation of the Convention by new Parties.

15.  The Working Groups will be informed about the progress of activities in this area,
including about the establishment of twinning initiatives, support provided to the
development of national implementation plans, and follow-up to the matchmaking event.

16.  Action: Recent Parties engaged in a twinning initiative or that have developed, or are
in the process of developing, implementation plans for the Convention will be invited to
report on their progress. Partners and participants will be invited to contribute and comment
in that regard. The Working Groups will be invited to discuss planned future activities in this
area.
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Documentation

Informal documents

Outcomes and key messages of the Water Convention matchmaking event “Accelerating
transboundary cooperation and the implementation of the Water Convention in new Parties
through increased support and partnership”®

Project proposal highlights booklet for the Matchmaking event “Accelerating transboundary
cooperation and the implementation of the Water Convention in new Parties through
increased support and partnership”’

Supporting implementation and compliance through the Implementation Committee

17.  The Implementation Committee will share with the Working Groups the outcomes of
its eighteenth meeting (Geneva, 7-8 April 2025), including information on progress in
advisory procedure WAT/IC/AP/1 (Montenegro and Albania). The Working Groups will also
be briefed on planned activities of the Committee.

Documentation

Report of the Implementation Committee on its eighteenth  meeting
(ECE/MP.WAT/IC/2025/2)

Supporting the development of agreements and the establishment of joint bodies

18.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to support
countries in the development or revision of agreements and the establishment of joint bodies
(programme area 1, activity 1.3).

19.  The Working Groups will be provided with an update on the progress made in
activities supporting cooperation processes at the basin and regional levels, in particular for
the development of agreements in some transboundary basins, as well as the use of the
Practical Guide for the Development of Agreements or Other Arrangements for
Transboundary Water Cooperation. The Working Groups will also be informed about plans
for the upcoming Global workshop on developing and implementing legal frameworks
agreements (Budapest, 3—4 March 2026).

20.  Action: Representatives from transboundary basins where progress has been achieved
in negotiating agreements and in implementing or applying the Convention through projects
on the ground and capacity-building will report. The Working Group will be invited to
discuss planned future activities in this area.

Documentation

Practical Guide for the Development of Agreements or Other Arrangements for
Transboundary Water Cooperation (ECE/MP.WAT/68)

Preparations for the United Nations 2026 Water Conference

Tentative timing: Tuesday, 14 October, 10.40-11.40 a.m.

21.  The Working Groups will be briefed on major global developments related to water
and transboundary water cooperation and their connection to the work of the Water
Convention, particularly the preparatory process for the 2026 United Nations Water
Conference to Accelerate the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 6: Ensure
availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all (United Arab

6 Available at https://unece.org/environment/documents/2025/01/informal-documents/outcome-

document-match-making-event

7 Available at https://unece.org/environment/documents/2024/10/informal-documents/booklet-project-

proposals-developed-11-countries
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Emirates, 2-4 December 2026), by the co-hosts Senegal and United Arab Emirates for the
latter.

22. The Working Groups will also be informed of the contribution of the Convention
secretariat to the work of UN-Water, in particular the contribution to the United Nations
System-wide Strategy for Water and Sanitation and its Collaborative Implementation Plan.

23.  The members of the Working Groups will be invited to ask questions. Subsequently,
they will be invited to make suggestions for possible outcomes of the United Nations Water
Conference, particularly focusing on transboundary water cooperation, and will discuss how
to promote the Water Convention at the United Nations Water Conference and in its
preparations.

Documentation

Preparatory Process of the 2026 United Nations Water Conference: Note by the Secretary-
General of the Conference?®

Themes of the interactive dialogues of the 2026 United Nations Water Conference to
Accelerate the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 6: Ensure availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all (A/79/L.101)

United Nations System-wide Strategy for Water and Sanitation®

United Nations System-wide Strategy for Water and Sanitation: Collaborative
Implementation Plan 2025-2028'°

Promoting an integrated and intersectoral approach to water resources
management at all levels (Part 1)

Tentative timing: Tuesday, 14 October, 11.40 a.m.—1 p.m.

Source-to-sea: linking governance and management of transboundary freshwaters
and the coastal and marine environment

24.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to support
countries in understanding the benefits of the source-to-sea approach in transboundary basins
and in implementing such an approach (programme area 3, activity 3.5).

25.  The Working Groups will be informed about progress in activities, including the
development of a dedicated publication, and the organization of related events, in particular
at the Third United Nations Ocean Conference (Nice, France, 9-13 June 2025). The
publication Practical Guide for the Implementation of Source-to-Sea Management in
Transboundary Basins will be launched.

26.  Action: Representatives of countries and partners that have contributed to the
development of the publication will be invited to highlight some of the good practices and
recommendations contained therein. The Working Groups will be invited to endorse the
Practical Guide and will then discuss planned future activities of this area.

8 Available at https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-
06/Conference%20SG%20Background%20Note%20for%209%20July%20PGA%20session_12%20J
une.pdf.

9 Available at www.unwater.org/publications/united-nations-system-wide-strategy-water-and-
sanitation.

10 Available at www.unwater.org/publications/collaborative-implementation-plan.
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Documentation

Practical Guide for the Implementation of Source-to-Sea Management in Transboundary
Basins (forthcoming)

Promoting conservation and restoration of transboundary freshwater and water-
related ecosystems

27.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to raise
awareness and increase capacity regarding conservation and restoration of transboundary
freshwater and water-related ecosystems and highlight the need to address biodiversity loss
in transboundary basins (programme area 3, activity 3.6).

28.  The Working Groups will be informed about progress in activities, in particular the
outcomes of the Global workshop on ecosystems conservation and restoration in
transboundary basins (Geneva, 16-17 June 2025) and strengthened partnerships in this area,
including contributions to the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties
to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 23-31 July 2025). The
Working Groups will also be informed about activities on the ground, in cooperation with
partners, to promote the ecosystem approach, including conservation and restoration of
ecosystems, in transboundary basins.

29.  Action: Representatives of countries and partners will be invited to make comments.
The Working Groups will discuss possible future activities of this area, including beyond
2027.

Documentation

Informal document

Outcomes of the Global workshop on ecosystems conservation and restoration in
transboundary basins (forthcoming)

Supporting equitable and sustainable water allocation in a transboundary context

30.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees support to increase
capacity on the development of equitable and sustainable transboundary arrangements on
water allocation (programme area 3, activity 3.3).

31.  The Working Groups will be informed about the progress in activities, including
promotion of the Handbook on Water Allocation in a Transboundary Context and its
Summary Handbook on Water Allocation in a Transboundary Context.

Documentation
Handbook on Water Allocation in a Transboundary Context (ECE/MP.WAT/64)

Summary Handbook on Water Allocation in a Transboundary Context (ECE/MP.WAT/71)

Financing the Convention’s current and future work
Tentative timing: Tuesday, 14 October, 3-4.35 p.m.

Financial status and resources for the implementation of the current programme of
work

32.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 was adopted by the Meeting of
the Parties at its tenth session, together with its resource requirements. Paragraph 2 of
decision IX/3 on targets for a more sustainable and predictable funding of the work under the
Convention (ECE/MP.WAT/63/Add.2) adopted by the Meeting of the Parties at its ninth
session (Geneva, 29 September—1 October 2021) urged all Parties to provide regular and
unearmarked financial contributions to the trust fund in accordance with the adopted targets.
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However, said targets have not been met. In addition, the United Nations liquidity crisis and
the reform process under the UN8O Initiative are having an impact on regular budget support
to the Convention’s work.

33.  The Working Groups will be updated on the United Nations liquidity crisis and the
ongoing process of reform of the United Nation under the UN8O Initiative, and impacts on
the Water Convention secretariat and activities, followed by possible questions.

34.  Subsequently, the Working Group will be updated on the status of the extrabudgetary
financial resources for implementing the programme of work for 2025-2027, in particular
the status of the different trust funds related to the Convention, including financial
contributions and expenditures in 2024 and 2025, and financial needs.

35.  Action: Parties and other interested States and organizations will be invited to inform
the Working Groups of their intention to contribute financially to the implementation of the
programme of work. Unearmarked contributions are especially welcome. Donors are
encouraged to use the overall aggregated financial report (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/4-
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/4), prepared annually, instead of individual reports for each
contribution.

Documentation:

Report on contributions and expenditures under the Water Convention from January to
December 2024 (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/4-ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/4)

Decision 1X/3 on targets for a more sustainable and predictable funding of the work under
the Convention (ECE/MP.WAT/63/Add.2)

(b)  Progress in the process towards a more sustainable and predictable financing
mechanism of the Convention’s work

36.  Background: Following the adoption of decision X/2 on a process towards a more
sustainable and predictable financing mechanism of the Water Convention’s work
(ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2) by the Meeting of the Parties at its tenth session, an open-ended
Ad Hoc Working Group on Sustainable Financing was established with the aim of
developing, through an inclusive and transparent intergovernmental process, a proposal for a
more sustainable and predictable financing mechanism of the Convention’s work, entailing
the establishment of a mandatory scheme for financial contributions, for consideration and
possible adoption by the Meeting of the Parties at its eleventh session in Senegal in 2027.
The Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management was entrusted with the task
of regularly reviewing progress in the development of the proposal.

37.  The Working Groups will be informed about progress made by the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Sustainable Financing, as well as planned next steps.

38.  Action: Participants will be invited to make comments and ask questions.

Documentation:

Decision X/2 on a process towards a more sustainable and predictable financing mechanism
of the Water Convention’s work (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2)

Report by the Ad-Hoc Working Group on Sustainable Financing under the Water Convention
(ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/INF.2-ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/INF.2)

(c) Progress in the approval of the decision on multilingualism under the Water
Convention

39.  Background: Underlining the need to ensure equal and effective participation of all
Parties by ensuring translation and interpretation into all official languages of the United
Nations considering the Convention’s global scope, decision X/3 was adopted by the Meeting
of the Parties at its tenth session. As the decision has implications for the budget of the
Department for General Assembly and Conference Management, the process of approval of
this decision requires several subsequent approval steps.
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40.  The Working Groups will be updated about the various steps taken in the process of
approval of the decision, including by the Economic Commission for Europe at its seventy-
first session (Geneva, 9-10 April 2025), as well as the outcomes of the consideration of said
decision by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSQOC) at its Management Segment (New
York, 29-30 July 2025).

41.  Action: The Working Groups will be invited to ask questions and discuss next steps.

Documentation:

Decision X/3 on promoting equal and effective participation of all Parties in sessions of the
Meeting of the Parties and other meetings under the Convention through translation and
interpretation into Arabic, Chinese and Spanish (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2)

Promoting an integrated and intersectoral approach to water resources
management at all levels (Part 2)

Tentative timing: Tuesday, 14 October, 4.35-6 p.m.

Supporting intersectoral dialogues and assessments through the application of the
water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus approach

42.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees support for the
application of the water-food-energy-ecosystems nexus approach to foster transboundary
cooperation, reduce negative intersectoral impacts, and strengthen beneficial synergies
(programme area 3, activity 3.2).

43.  The Working Groups will be informed about the outcomes of the ninth meeting of the
Task Force on the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus (Geneva, 18 June 2025).

44,  The Working Groups will also be briefed on the progress achieved in activities in
transboundary basins, applying the Methodology for assessing the water-food-energy-
ecosystems nexus in transboundary basins, namely in Central Asia and the Western Balkans.

45.  Action: The Working Groups will discuss ongoing and planned activities in this area.

Documentation

Methodology for Assessing the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus in Transboundary
Basins and Experiences from its Application: Synthesis (ECE/MP.WAT/55)

Informal documents

Report of the Task Force on the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus on its ninth meeting
(forthcoming)

Supporting National Policy Dialogues on Integrated Water Resources Management in
Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia

46.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to support the
strengthening of water governance and the application of integrated water resources
management at the national and transboundary levels, in particular intersectoral cooperation,
through National Policy Dialogues in countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central
Asia (programme area 3, activity 3.7).

47.  The Working Groups will be informed about progress in providing support to the
implementation of integrated water resources management at the national, transboundary and
regional levels through the projects “Recovery through a Circular Economy and Pollution
Reduction in the Eastern Partnership Countries” (EU4Green Recovery East) and “Regional
mechanisms for the low-carbon, climate-resilient transformation of the energy-water-land
nexus in Central Asia”, as well as initiatives launched in other regions building on exchange
of experience between countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia and other
regions of the world.
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48.  Action: Representatives of beneficiary countries and partners will be invited to make
comments. The Working Groups will discuss planned future activities in this area.

Documentation

Study on Human Resources in the Water Sector: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova,
and Ukraine*

Promoting conjunctive management of transboundary surface waters and
groundwaters

49.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to promote
conjunctive water management of surface waters and groundwaters by increasing
understanding of its benefits and supporting the transition from spontaneous to planned
conjunctive use and management in transboundary basins (programme area 3, activity 3.4).

50.  The Working Groups will be informed of progress made in the development of a
policy guidance publication on conjunctive management of surface waters and groundwaters
in transboundary basins, including the establishment of a dedicated Expert Group and the
outcomes of its first meeting (online, 24-25 April 2025). The Working Groups will also be
updated about input on the topic of conjunctive water management provided at various
regional workshops and other events.

51.  Action: The Working Groups will be invited to review and provide comments on the
draft annotated outline of the policy guidance publication aimed at providing advice on
conjunctive management of surface waters and groundwaters, with a focus on transboundary
basins. The Working Groups will be invited to agree on next steps to develop a first draft of
the publication by the next meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment
(Geneva, 7 May 2026). The Working Groups will discuss planned future activities of this
area.

Documentation
Informal document

Draft annotated outline of the Policy guidance on conjunctive management of surface waters
and groundwaters in  transboundary  basins (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/INF.3-
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/INF.3)

Supporting monitoring, assessment and information-sharing in
transboundary basins to address pressures on water resources

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 10-11 a.m.

Supporting monitoring, assessment and information-sharing

52.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to support
countries in initiating or further developing joint and coordinated monitoring and assessment
of transboundary surface waters and groundwaters and in improving exchange of information
and data-sharing (programme area 2, activity 2.1).

53.  The Working Groups will be updated on the progress of activities in this area,
particularly plans for the Global workshop on the use of new technologies and innovation for
monitoring and assessment as well as data-sharing (Geneva, 5-6 May 2026). The Working
Groups will also be informed about assistance provided to transboundary basins for
developing and operationalizing joint or coordinated monitoring or information and data
exchange

54.  Action: The Working Groups will be invited to suggest specific themes, technologies
and partners to be considered for the planning of the Global workshop. The Working Groups

11 Available at https://unece.org/climate-change/press/new-unece-study-identifies-priorities-address-

staffing-shortages-water-sector.
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(b)

11.

will also discuss how to promote the publication Good Practices and Lessons Learned in
Data-sharing in Transboundary Basins, along with relevant guidance documents developed
under the Convention. Representatives of transboundary basins that have benefited from
Convention’s guidance on monitoring, assessment and data-sharing in a transboundary
context will be invited to report. The Working Groups will discuss planned future activities
in this area.

Documentation

Good Practices and Lessons Learned in Data-sharing in Transboundary Basins
(ECE/MP.WAT/73)

Improving water quality, including through pollution prevention and control

55.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to support
countries in improving water quality in transboundary basins on the basis of the assessment
of pressures from sectoral activities and impacts from climate change (programme area 2,
activity 2.2).

56.  The Working Groups will be updated on progress in activities implemented in this
area, in particular those of the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents, and
will be informed about the planned Global workshop on good practices and guidance for
preventing water pollution (online, early 2026).

57.  Action: The Working Groups will discuss planned futures activities in this area.

Thematic session: prevention and mitigation of plastic pollution in
transboundary basin management

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 11 a.m.—1 p.m.

58.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees the organization of
thematic sessions on different aspects of integrated water resources management at
intergovernmental meetings of the Convention, including integration of gender aspects
(programme area 3, activity 3.1).

59.  Action: The Working Group will be invited to participate in an interactive thematic
session on prevention and mitigation of plastic pollution in transboundary basin management.

60.  Topic of the thematic session: Plastic pollution in transboundary river basins poses a
significant challenge, as plastics discarded upstream can easily travel downstream, affecting
ecosystems and communities across borders. Effective governance frameworks, involving,
for example, institutions such as river basin organizations, play a crucial role in preventing
and mitigating such pollution by fostering collaboration among riparian States to
comprehensively address the shared threat of plastic pollution.

61.  The topic of plastic pollution in transhoundary basins is particularly relevant to the
work of the Water Convention and resonates deeply with the new programme areas of the
programme of work for 2025-2027 on “Source-to-sea: linking governance and management
of transboundary freshwaters and the coastal and marine environment” (programme area 3,
activity 3.5) and on “Promoting conservation and restoration of transboundary freshwater
and water-related ecosystems” (programme area 3, activity 3.6).

62.  Objectives: This thematic session will provide the Working Groups with an
opportunity to take stock, and exchange and share best practices and lessons learned to
identify scalable and replicable concrete solutions. It will also make it possible for the
Working Groups to reflect on the outcomes of the second part of the fifth session of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pollution (Geneva, 5-14 August 2025)
and consider elements that are relevant to the work of the Water Convention.
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Documentation

Informal documents

Concept note of the thematic session (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/INF.4-
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/INF.4)

Programme of the thematic session (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/INF.5-
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/INF.5)

Reporting on Sustainable Development Goal indicator 6.5.2 and under
the Convention

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 3-3.40 p.m.

63.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to keep
under review progress on transhoundary water cooperation worldwide and in implementing
the Convention, contribute to the follow-up and review of Sustainable Development Goal
target 6.5 and indicator 6.5.2, as well as to enhance the impact and use of the reports to
advance transboundary water cooperation (programme area 6). The Meeting of the Parties,
at its tenth session, requested the secretariat, in cooperation with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), subject to availability of
resources, to set up an online reporting system for future reporting exercises under the
Convention and on Sustainable Development Goal indicator 6.5.2.12

64.  The Working Groups will be provided with an overview of activities implemented to
promote the use of the reports of the third reporting exercise (2023-2024) for enhancing
transboundary water cooperation. Partner organizations will be invited to report on their
initiatives promoting the findings of said reports, including the preparation of regional
analysis and the use made of the reports in designing their activities in support of
transboundary water cooperation.

65.  The Working Groups will be provided with an update on the planning for the fourth
reporting exercise under the Water Convention, as well as on Sustainable Development Goal
indicator 6.5.2, with a deadline for submission of the completed templates for the fourth
reporting exercise of 30 June 2026.

66.  The Working Groups will be informed about progress in the development of the online
reporting system, aimed at facilitating completion of the template by countries, and data
verification and analysis by the co-custodian agencies (ECE and UNESCO).

67.  Action: The Working Groups will be invited to ask questions about the upcoming
fourth reporting exercise under the Water Convention and on Sustainable Development Goal
indicator 6.5.2, including on the online reporting system under development. Partners will be
invited to highlight planned initiatives to support the fourth reporting exercise. The Working
Groups will also discuss other planned future activities in this area.

Documentation
Decision VIII/I on reporting under the Convention (ECE/MP.WAT/54/Add.2)
Decision 1X/2 on reporting (ECE/MP.WAT/63/Add.2)

Summary Brief: Mid-term status of SDG 6 global indicators and acceleration needs®

Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation under the Water Convention: Third Report
on Implementation of the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes — 2020-2023 (ECE/MP.WAT/77)

12
13

ECE/MP.WAT/75, para. 29 (h).
Available at www.unwater.org/publications/summary-brief-mid-term-status-sdg-6-global-indicators-
and-acceleration-needs.
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Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation: Mid-term Status of SDG Indicator 6.5.2,
with a Special Focus on Climate Change — 2024 (ECE/MP.WAT/76)

13. Adapting to climate change in transboundary basins

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 3.40-4.15 p.m.

68.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to support
countries in increasing adaptive capacity and improve cooperation in climate change
adaptation and mitigation in transboundary basins, as well as mainstreaming of water and
transboundary cooperation in climate change adaptation and mitigation and disaster risk
reduction (programme area 4).

69.  The Working Groups will be informed about: the outcomes of the Global workshop
on increasing climate resilience with a focus on floods and health on the transboundary and
national levels (Geneva, 19-20 March 2025) and the fifteenth meeting of the Task Force on
Water and Climate (21 March 2025); and, the progress of the work under the Global network
of basins working on climate change adaptation.

70.  The Working Groups will be briefed on contributions to global processes on water,
climate change and disasters, in particular to the twenty-ninth session of the Conference of
the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
(Baku, 11-22 November 2024), which highlighted the role of water in climate change
adaptation and mitigation, especially through the launch of the Baku Dialogue on Water for
Climate Action. The Working Group will be informed about preparations for the thirtieth
session of the Conference of the Parties to UNFCCC (Belém, Brazil, 10-21 November 2025),
in particular, the development of indicators for the global goal on adaptation.

71.  Action: The Working Groups will be invited to discuss how to highlight water and
transboundary cooperation at the upcoming thirtieth session of the Conference of the Parties
to UNFCCC. The Working Groups will also discuss planned future activities in this area,
particularly the planned knowledge product on best practices in climate change adaptation in
transboundary basins.

Documentation

Outcomes statement from the Global workshop on increasing climate resilience with a focus
on floods and health on the transboundary and national levels*

Report of the fifteenth meeting of the Task Force on Water and Climate (forthcoming)

Chair’s summary of the high-level special session “Our waters, our future: Transboundary
water cooperation to power climate resilience” (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.3)

Action-oriented document: Mainstreaming water supply, sanitation, transboundary water
management and cooperation into Nationally Determined Contributions and National
Adaptation Planst®

Note on integrating transboundary water cooperation into UAE — Belém work programme
on the development of indicators?®

UN-Water Analytical Brief on Water for Climate Mitigation'’

-

4 Available at https://unece.org/environment/documents/2025/05/working-documents/outcomes

5 Available at https://unece.org/environment/documents/2025/03/informal-documents/action-oriented-
document-mainstreaming-water.

6 Available at https://unece.org/environment/documents/2025/06/informal-documents/note-integrating-
transboundary-water-cooperation.

7 Available at www.unwater.org/publications/un-water-analytical-brief-water-climate-mitigation.
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15.

Facilitating funding and financing of transboundary water cooperation
and basin development

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 4.15-4.35 p.m.

72.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to facilitate
knowledge-sharing on funding and financing options to enhance the sustainability of
transboundary water cooperation and management and to support national authorities and
joint bodies in identifying and mobilizing financial resources (programme area 5).

73.  The Working Groups will be informed about progress in activities, in particular the
strengthening of cooperation with international and regional financial institutions,
contributions to global events such as the Global Forum on “New Frontiers for
Transboundary Water Management, Financing and Cooperation” (Geneva, 19-20 June 205)
and the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (Seville, Spain, 30
June-3 July 2025), as well as about support be provided to new Parties to the Convention in
identifying funding and financing options to implement the Convention in practice.

Documentation

How to Accelerate the Funding and Financing of Transboundary Water Cooperation and
Basin Development? Opportunities and Challenges (ECE/MP.WAT/72)

Decision  X/4 on  cooperation  with international  financial institutions
(ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2)

Cooperation with UN-Water, global and regional partners and other
multilateral environmental agreements and contribution to policy
processes

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 4.35-5.05 p.m.

74.  Background: The programme of work for 2025-2027 foresees activities to strengthen
cooperation and synergies with different partners at the global and regional levels, and to
contribute to global and regional processes related to water, under the United Nations and
beyond (programme area 7, activity 7.1). Increasing partnerships and synergies with other
actors is also one of the objectives of the Strategy for the implementation of the Convention
at the global level (ECE/MP.WAT/54/Add.2).

75.  The Working Groups will be informed about strengthened cooperation with global
and regional partners, as well as with other multilateral environmental agreements, in
particular contributions to the sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (Riyadh, 2-13 December 2024) and the One
Water Summit organized on the sidelines of said Conference (Riyadh, 3 December 2024).

76.  The Working Groups will also be informed about cooperation with the Water

Convention’s Protocol on Water and Health and plans for its seventh session of the Meeting
of the Parties (Budapest, 5-7 November 2025).

77.  Action: Partners will be invited to report on their activities with regard to
transboundary water cooperation, including how they support the implementation of
activities of the Water Convention’s programme of work at the global and regional levels.

Documentation

Decision X/5 on cooperation with regional organizations for the implementation of the Water
Convention (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2)

Programme of work for 2023-2025 (ECE/MP.WH/24/Add.1-
EUCHP/2219533/3.1/2022/MOP-6/06/Add.1)
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Annotated provisional agenda for the seventh session of the Meeting of the Parties to the
Protocol on Water and Health (ECE/MP.WH/26-EUCDE/2422164/3.1./2025/MoP7/03,
forthcoming)

Draft programme of work for 20262028 of the Protocol on Water and Health, including an
overview of  extrabudgetary  resource  requirements  (ECE/MP.WH/2025/2-
EUCDE/2422164/3.1./2025/MoP7/08, forthcoming)

International Water Assessment Centre

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 5.05-5.20 p.m.

78.  The Director of the International Water Assessment Centre, hosted by Kazakhstan,
will brief the Working Groups on the progress of activities implemented by the Centre and
on planned activities.

Documentation

Programme of work of the International Water Assessment Centre for 2025-2027
(ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.2)

Ongoing programme of work for 2025-2027
Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 5.20-5.50 p.m.

79.  The Working Group will review overall progress made in the implementation of the
Convention’s programme of work for 2025-2027 and make adjustments, if necessary.

Documentation

Programme of work for 2025-2027 (ECE/MP.WAT/75/Add.1)

Dates and venue of the next meetings of the Working Groups

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 5.50-5.55 p.m.

80.  The Working Groups will determine the preliminary dates and venue for their next
meetings. They will also be informed of the schedule of other meetings under the Convention
and its Protocol on Water and Health.

Documentation:

List of major planned events under the Water Convention and its Protocol on Water and
Health in 2025 and 2026 (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.1/2025/INF.6-
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2025/INF.6)

Other business

Tentative timing: Wednesday, 15 October, 5.55-6 p.m.

81.  Delegates wishing to propose points under this item are requested to inform the
secretariat as soon as possible.

Closure of the meeting

82.  The Co-Chairs will close the meeting at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 15 October 2025.
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