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Economic Commission for Europe 

Steering Committee on Trade Capacity and Standards 

Tenth session 

Geneva, 24 June 2025 

Item 1 of the provisional agenda 

Adoption of the agenda 

  Annotated provisional agenda 

Palais des Nations, Geneva, Salle XVII,  

starting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 24 June 2025* 

 I.  Provisional agenda 

1. Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Election of officers.  

3. Updates from the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization 

Policies. 

4. Updates from the Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards. 

5. Programme of work: 

(a) Status of implementation of the Trade subprogramme’s programme of work 

for 2025;  

(b) Outline of key components of the programme of work for 2027 and draft 

programme of work of the Trade subprogramme for 2026. 

6. Capacity-building and technical assistance activities. 

7. Work of other Economic Commission for Europe bodies. 

8. Accelerating the transition to the circular economy in the Economic Commission for 

Europe region. 

9. Follow-up to the evaluation of the Trade subprogramme and the Economic 

Cooperation and Integration subprogramme by the Office of Internal Oversight Services. 

10. Other business. 

11. Adoption of the report. 

  

 * Delegates are invited to register online at https://indico.un.org/event/1011862/. The session 

documents will be made available progressively https://unece.org/trade/events/sctcs-2025. Please note 

that as part of its move to paperless meetings, the secretariat does not distribute paper copies of 

meeting documents. Additional information for delegates, including a map of the Palais des Nations 

meeting rooms, is available at http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.html. 
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 II. Annotations 

  Item 1. Adoption of the agenda 

1. The Steering Committee is invited to adopt the provisional agenda. 

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Annotated provisional agenda ECE/CTCS/2025/1 Decision 

  Item 2. Election of officers 

2. The delegates will be invited to elect, for a two-year mandate 2025–2027, a Chair and 

Vice-Chairs. 

  Item 3. Updates from the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation 

and Standardization Policies 

3. The Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies (WP.6) 

reports its activities and deliverables to the Steering Committee for endorsement. Delegates 

will have an opportunity to clarify questions and provide comments on the work of WP.6. 

The Steering Committee is requested to endorse the Report of the thirty-fourth session of the 

Working Party, as well as review and endorse the work plan of WP.6 and recommend it to 

EXCOM for approval. 

4. Continuing on its efforts to clarify and disseminate the topics it covers, WP.6 has 

developed the publications Basics of Quality Infrastructure for Trade (ECE/TRADE/478) 

and Basics of Risk Management in Trade (ECE/TRADE/485). The Working Party has 

actively engaged in supporting the themes of the high-level segment of the seventieth session 

of the Commission in 2023 and proposed a guidelines and declaration on the Compliance of 

Products with Embedded Artificial Intelligence (ECE/TRADE/486). WP.6 has made efforts 

to disseminate better the base guidance of the topics it covers. Two conferences were held on 

“Back to basics of quality infrastructure for trade” in November 2022 and May 2023. The 

informative presentations delivered at these events have been transformed into the 

publication Basics of Quality Infrastructure for Trade (ECE/TRADE/478). Discussions will 

also cover issues arising on the topic of artificial intelligence from the point of view of 

regulating products. 

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Report of Working Party on 

Regulation Cooperation and 

Standardization Policies on its 

thirty-fourth session 

ECE/CTCS/WP.6/2024/2 Decision 

Programme of work of the 

Working Party on Regulatory 

Cooperation and Standardization 

Policies for 2025 

ECE/CTCS/WP.6/2024/14 Decision 

  Item 4. Updates from the Working Party on Agricultural Quality 

Standards  

5. The Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards (WP.7) reports its activities and 

deliverables to the Steering Committee for endorsement. Delegates will have an opportunity 

to clarify questions and provide comments on the work of WP.7 since the last session. The 
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Steering Committee is requested to endorse the Report of the seventy-ninth session of the 

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards, as well as review and endorse 

the programme of work of the Working Party for 2025 and recommend it to EXCOM for 

approval. At its ninth session in 2024, the Steering Committee approved the revised Terms 

of Reference of the Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards and endorsed the 

extension of its mandate for another five years. 

6. At its seventy-eighth session in 2024, the Working Party adopted revised Working 

Procedures for WP.7, one new standard for sweet potatoes, one new recommendation (draft 

standard on trial) for whole dried rosehip, and eight revised standards (courgettes, headed 

cabbages, leafy vegetables, almond kernels, blanched almond kernels, inshell almonds, dried 

tomatoes and dates). It also took note of the revised informal reference list of citrus fruit 

varieties developed by the Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetables. The Working Party also continued focusing on food loss, waste, and 

sustainability (see Item 8). 

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Report of the seventy-ninth session 

of the Working Party on 

Agricultural Quality Standards 

ECE/CTCS/WP.7/2024/2 Decision 

Programme of work of the 

Working Party on Agricultural 

Quality Standards for 2025 

ECE/CTCS/WP.7/2024/19 Decision 

Revised Working Procedures for 

the Working Party on Agricultural 

Quality Standards 

ECE/CTCS/WP.7/2024/3 Information  

  Item 5. Programme of work 

  (a) Status of implementation of the Trade subprogramme’s programme of work 

for 2025 

7. The secretariat will report on the status of the implementation of the programme of 

work currently underway. 

  (b) Outline of key components of the programme of work for 2027 and draft 

programme of work of the Trade subprogramme for 2026  

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Outline of key components of the 

programme of work of the Trade 

subprogramme for 2027 

ECE/CTCS/2025/3 Decision 

Draft programme of work of the 

Trade subprogramme for 2026 

ECE/CTCS/2025/INF.1 Information  

8. The secretariat will present the outline of key components of the programme of work 

of the subprogramme 6 (Trade) for 2027, as well as the draft programme of work for 2026. 

The programme of work for 2026 is based on the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 

proposed programme plan for 2026, reviewed by the Economic Commission for Europe 

(ECE) Executive Committee (EXCOM) in December 2025 and submitted for consideration 

by the eightieth session of the United Nations General Assembly. The document 

(ECE/CTCS/2025/INF.1) is presented for information.  

9. The Committee is invited to consider the “Outline of key components of the 

programme of work of the Trade subprogramme for 2027” (ECE/CTCS/2025/3) and provide 

recommendations, as necessary. Recommendations agreed by the Committee and included 
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in its decisions will be reflected in the proposed programme plan of the Trade subprogramme 

for 2027. 

  Item 6. Capacity-building and technical assistance activities 

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Report on capacity-building and 

technical assistance activities 

ECE/CTCS/2025/4 Information 

Report of the launch of the project 

on enabling inclusivity by gender 

mainstreaming the quality 

infrastructure for trade  

ECE/CTCS/2025/5 Information 

10. The ECE secretariat will present a summary in support of the programme of work of 

the Steering Committee. Delegates will be informed about capacity-building and technical 

assistance activities implemented since the previous session and will have an opportunity to 

clarify questions.  

11. Delegates will also be invited to voice their capacity-building needs for ECE technical 

assistance activities under de sub-programme. Delegations, donor and development partners 

are also invited to offer insights and explore opportunities for resource mobilization. 

  Item 7. Work of other Economic Commission for Europe bodies  

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Report on the work of other 

Economic Commission for Europe 

bodies 

ECE/CTCS/2025/6 Information 

12. The secretariat will report on the work of the United Nations Centre for Trade 

Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT) and the UN-ECE Transformative 

Innovation Network (ETIN) and highlight areas for potential synergies with the Steering 

Committee and current and future activities. 

  Item 8. Accelerating the transition to the circular economy in the 

Economic Commission for Europe region 

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Findings of country analyses on 

the circular economy transition  

ECE/CTCS/2025/7 

 

Information 

Report of the regional conference 

on circular economy of 26 June 

2024 

ECE/CTCS/2025/8 Information 

13. A circular economy is an economy where (i) the value of materials in the economy is 

maximised and maintained for as long as possible; (ii) the input of materials and their 

consumption is minimised and (iii) the generation of waste is prevented as well as negative 

environmental impacts reduced throughout the life-cycle of materials (ECE/CES/2023/3). 

The ECE has taken important steps to advance the transition to a more circular economy. At 

its sixty-ninth session in April 2021, ECE member States requested relevant sectoral 

committees and bodies to scale up their efforts to promote circular economy approaches and 

the sustainable use of natural resources. Member States also asked to consider how to 
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enhance the impact of existing ECE instruments, including by proposing ways to identify, 

evaluate and address gaps in governance and best practices (E/ECE/1494).  

14. Over the last four years, the ECE secretariat has responded to this request and worked 

to integrate the circular economy approach in the full scope of its relevant activity streams. 

Among others, this includes exploring the role of trade in accelerating the transition to 

circularity. Delegates will be briefed about the findings and recommendations emerging from 

the ECE studies on policy options to accelerate the circular transition.  Delegates will also be 

briefed on the ongoing circular economy related work undertaken by subsidiary bodies to 

WP.7., such as the development of a code of good practice for food loss and waste reduction 

for dried fruits and nuts, undertaken by the Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry 

and Dried Produce, and the organization of a roundtable on Sustainable food systems, 

resource efficiency and digitalization by the Specialized Section on Standardization of Meat, 

focused on animal raising claims, animal welfare, and digitalization of meat trade processes 

(29 August 2024).    

15. Delegations will also be briefed on the joint "ECE-ECLAC Report: Prioritizing 

Quality - Developing Technical Regulations to Promote Circular Trade in Second-Hand 

Clothing". Following an earlier ECE/ECLAC report on “Reversing direction in the used 

clothing crisis: Global, European and Chilean perspectives”, the paper further analyses the 

challenges arising from international trade in second-hand clothes (e.g. environmental and 

health effect of waste dumps caused by the exports of large volumes of second-hand clothes).  

  Item 9. Follow-up to the evaluation of the Trade subprogramme and 

the Economic Cooperation and Integration subprogramme by the 

Office of Internal Oversight Services 

16. In 2022, the United Nations Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) evaluated 

the relevance, effectiveness, coherence, sustainability, and integration of cross-cutting issues 

in subprogramme 4: Economic Cooperation and Integration, and subprogramme 6: Trade of 

the ECE for the period 2018–2021. The evaluation was part of the United Nation’s 

secretariat’s regular program periodically evaluating selected aspects of its operations. 

Delegates will be briefed on the progress of implementing the recommendations of the 

evaluation as they pertain to subprogramme 6. 

  Item 10. Other business 

17. Delegates will be informed on the dates of the next session, to be confirmed subject 

to the availability of conference services. 

  Item 11. Adoption of the report 

Title of document Document symbol For information/decision 

   Report of the session ECE/CTCS/2025/2 Decision 

18. After the conclusion of the session, the secretariat will prepare a draft report and 

distribute it to the Geneva Permanent Missions for subsequent approval by silence procedure 

in accordance with paragraph 21 of appendix of document E/ECE/1464 (Guidelines on 

procedures and practices for ECE bodies). Once the report is adopted, it will be published in 

English, French and Russian. 
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 III. Tentative timetable 

Time Agenda item Description 

   Tuesday,   

24 June 2025 

Palais des Nations, 

Geneva, room XVII 

  

10 a.m.–10.10 a.m. 1 Adoption of the agenda 

10.10. a.m.– 10.15 a.m. 2 Election of officers 

10.15 a.m.–11.15 a.m. 3 Updates from the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation 

and Standardization Policies  

11.15 a.m.–12.00 p.m. 4 Updates from the Working Party on Agricultural Quality 

Standards  

12.00 p.m.–12.30 p.m. 5 Programme of work 

 (a) Status of implementation of the Trade subprogramme’s 

programme of work for 2025 

 (b) Outline of key components of the programme of work for 

2027 and draft programme of work of the Trade 

subprogramme for 2026 

12.30 p.m.–1.00 p.m. 6 Capacity-building and technical assistance activities 

3.00 p.m.–3.45 p.m. 7 Work of other Economic Commission for Europe bodies  

3.45 a.m.–5.00 p.m. 8 Accelerating the transition to the circular economy in the 

Economic Commission for Europe region  

5.00 p.m.–5.30 p.m. 9 Follow-up to the evaluation of the Trade subprogramme and 

the Economic Cooperation and Integration subprogramme by 

the Office of Internal Oversight Services 

5.30 p.m.–5.40 p.m. 10 Other business 

5.40 p.m.–6 p.m. 11 Adoption of the report 
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