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Universal minimum social standard for the fishing sector

Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 

(No. 188)

&

Work in Fishing Recommendation, 

2007 (No. 199)

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work
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https://ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C188
https://ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C188
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:R199
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:R199


Developing and 

sharing 

knowledge: 

sectoral research 

& tools 



• Angola
• Antigua & Barbuda
• Argentina 
• Bosnia & 

Herzegovina
• Congo
• Denmark
• Estonia
• France
• Kenya
• Lithuania
• Morocco 
• Namibia
• Netherlands
• Norway
• Poland
• Portugal
• Senegal
• South Africa
• Spain
• Thailand
• United Kingdom

21 ratifications

Entry into
force: 2017



Issues 
covered 

by C.188

C.188

Freedom of 
association & 

collective 
bargaining

Eradication of 
forced labour

Abolition of 
child labour

Elimination of 
discrimination at 

work

Safe and healthy
working

environment

Fundamental 
principles and 
rights at work 



ILO Development Cooperation Projects

Ship to Shore Rights Southeast Asia  
(ILO, IOM, UNDP)

• Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet 
Nam

• Focus: Migrant workers in the fishing & 
seafood processing sectors

Strengthening decent 
work in the fishing sector 

in Latin America

Peru and Ecuador; 
possibly to be extended to 

other countries

Labour Standards on Fishing 
Vessels in the Pacific 

(ILO, IOM, FFA, UNODC)

Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, 
Marshall Islands, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon 

Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu

Supply chains for a 
Sustainable Future of 

Work Project –

Fisheries in Namibia 
(Phase II)

8.7 Accelerator Lab –

Addressing Forced  Labour 
in fishing

Work at both country level (Ghana, 
Indonesia and South Africa) and 
regional level (SADC; ICCAT, FCWC)
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 Strengthening inspectors’ mandate and 

capacity 

 Helping establish a coordination mechanism

 Primary focus:

Flag state inspections 

 Secondary focus:

Port state control
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Strengthening inspection of labour 

conditions on board fishing vessels 

(incl. detection of forced labour) 



Training of inspectors of labour conditions on board fishing vessels

A9716148

17/06-5/07/2024

3 weeks 

(15 learning hours)

This online training course aims at equipping inspectors 

with the knowledge and tools to promote and ensure 

decent working conditions on board fishing vessels.

Target group: Inspectors, trainers of inspectors, fishing

vessel owners and their respective organizations, fishers’

organizations.

Cost

€ 820

Development and management of inspection systems of labour 

conditions on board fishing vessels

A9716149

Oct-Nov 2024

5 weeks 

(25 learning hours)

The aim of this online training course is to develop the 

capacity of all parties involved in fishing to promote 

decent working conditions through effective and 

coordinated inspection systems.

Target group: Government authorities and institutions

involved in inspection of fishing vessels, fishing vessel

owners and their respective organizations, fishers’

organizations, other stakeholders.

Cost

€ 1005
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ITC
Online
training 
courses!
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Upcoming meetings:

ILO/IMO Meeting of experts to produce 
joint ILO–IMO guidelines for medical examination of fishers

• Geneva, 12-16 February 2024

Meeting of experts to adopt guidelines for fair labour market services 
for migrant fishers in the fishing sector (including data and statistics)

• Geneva, last quarter of 2025

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work
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Tools



Developing and 

sharing 

knowledge: 

sectoral research 

& tools 

Development

cooperation

projects



Policy 

coherence

PSC 

MOUs

RFABs & 

RFMOs

etc.
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