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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 

Special Initiative for Action on the Social Determinants of Health:  

core partners meeting 
DATE:     8-9 November 2023  

VENUE:    Geneva, WHO Headquarters, M-Building, M105 

HYBRID BY INVITATION ONLY (Join Zoom Meeting  https://who.zoom.us/j/94801083282 
Meeting ID: 948 0108 3282 Passcode: In1t1@tive ) 

Hybrid participation is only for: All COs and invited WHO staff and consultants.  

MEETING PURPOSE 

The main purpose of this meeting is to plan for the second phase of the Special Initiative for 
Action on the Social Determinants of Health for Advancing Health Equity (SDH Initiative). The 
meeting will build upon the achievements and lessons learned from Phase I of the SDH Initiative 
(2020-2024) by reviewing and discussing progress and revise a draft proposal outlining the work 
activities and funding plan for Phase II (2024-2028) of the SDH Initiative.  

MEETING OUTCOME 

Draft proposal for the work and funding of the SDH Initiative for Phase II  - 2024-2028. 

MEETING OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the meeting are to: 

1. Take stock of achievements of the Initiative thus far and completion plans for Phase I  
2. Understand different emerging models of how country implementation has progressed 
3. Discuss implementation issues, and priorities and products for Phase II. 

  

https://who.zoom.us/j/94801083282
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 Day 1: 8 November 2023  

Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

11:30 - 11:35  Session 1. Welcome, introductions and objectives 

Dr Etienne Krug, Director, Department of Social 
Determinants of Health (SDH), UHC/Healthier Populations 
Division, World Health Organization (WHO) 

 
Facilitated by: Sudhvir 
Singh, Equity and Health 
Unit Head, SDH, WHO 

11: 35 -12:05 Session 2. Overview of the SDH Initiative aims, 
achievements and the draft Phase II proposal  

Presentation (20 minutes) 

Dr Nicole Valentine, SDH Initiative programme lead, Equity 
and Health Unit, WHO   

Q&A (10 minutes) 

 
Facilitated by: Sudhvir 
Singh, Equity and Health 
Unit Head, SDH, WHO 

Note-taker: Samar 
Elfeky 

12:05 - 13:15  Session 3. Systems building for action on SDH for 
advancing equity  in countries - what have we learnt? 

This session will explore the development of the SDH 
Initiative at the country level, featuring insights from 
countries on the learnings, their alignment with the Theory 
of Change (TOC), outcomes for the second phase, and the 
use of different entry points for country-level work.  

Presentations  (50 minutes) 

(1) SDH action linked to a comprehensive PHC agenda 
with, intersectoral involvement and social participation 
(10-15 minutes each) 
Lao PDR  
Chile  

 
(2) Human rights and SDH (10 minutes) 
oPt 

 
(3) Capacity building of civil service (10 minutes)  
Morocco  
 
Discussion (20 minutes) 

 
Facilitated by: Prof Sir 
Michael Marmot, 
Institute of Health 
Equity, University 
College London, London, 
United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland  

Note-taker: Nicole 
Valentine 

 

 

13:15 - 14:00 Lunch   
14:00 - 15:10 Session 3. (continued) 

Presentations (10-15 minutes each) (45 minutes) 

(4) Disease programmatic actions as entry point for 
mainstreaming SDH into response efforts 

 
Facilitated by: Jeanette 
Vega, WHO Consultant 
 

SEIXASC
Highlight

SEIXASC
Highlight



 
 

 
 

Pa
ge

3 

Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

Philippines – NCDs  
Colombia 

 
(5) Social and development policy as an entry point to 
address SDH  
Costa Rica 

 
Discussion (25 minutes) 

Note-taker: Nicole 
Valentine 

  

15:10 - 16:00 Session 4. What kinds of support are useful for country 
action: model building, network building (demonstration 
sites), capacity building?  

This session will focus on the positive experiences and 
challenges experienced at regional and global levels in 
supporting countries.  

Presentation: (4 slides each) (5 minutes each) (20 minutes) 

Global 
AMRO/PAHO 
EMRO  
WPRO 
 
Discussion and close of Day 1 of meeting (30 minutes)  

 
Facilitated by: Alison 
Schafer, WHO 
consultant, Special 
Initiative for Mental 
Health  
 
Note-taker: Nicole 
Valentine 
 
Slides to cover: 
To cover: 

1. What was done? 
2. What was positive? 
3. What was 

challenging? 
4. How to improve 

support during the 
second phase? 

16:15 - 18:00 8 December UNAIDS BUILDING (D-building, D 06007)  
LAUNCH OF THE WHO BOOK – INTEGRATING THE SOCIAL DETERMINANTS INTO 

HEALTH WORKFORCE EDUCATION AND TRAINING, WITH REFRESHMENTS 
Zoom broadcast link: https://who.zoom.us/j/95757363306  

Meeting ID: 957 5736 3306  Password: 3DUc@T1on 

Day 2: 9 November 2023 

Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

8:45 - 09:00 

 

Recap of the first day 

Rapporteur: Dr Samar Elfeky, Regional Adviser, Health 
Promotion and Social Determinants of Health, WHO Office 
for the Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMRO) 

 
Facilitated by: Nicole 
Valentine 

SEIXASC
Highlight
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Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

9:00 - 10:00 Session 5. Building SDH knowledge bases and capacities for 
action– regional and global levels 

This session will focus on specific initiatives to build and 
share  knowledge, evidence and capacities at regional and 
global levels.  

 Presentations: (7 slides each) (5-7 minutes each) (30 
minutes) 

PAHO process and products produced  

Orielle Solar, Social Determinants of Health and Health 
Promotion Chief, WHO Regional office of the Americas/Pan 
American Health Organization (PAHO)  

EMRO toolkit  

Samar Elfeky 

UNIL experience of trainings 

Patrick Bodenmann, Professor, Chair of Vulnerabilities, 
University of Lausanne (UNIL)/UNISANTÉ (Centre for Primary 
Care and Public Health), Lausanne, Switzerland 

ILO and WHO Collaboration for health and social 
protection systems building  

Lou Tessier, International Labour Organization, Geneva, 
Switzerland  

Discussion questions: (30 minutes) 

1. How do we replicate, adapt, and enhance knowledge 
and capacity building in all regions in the SDH Initiative? 

2. What does this imply for the global evidence and 
knowledge base development and capacity building? 
(e.g., Contribution of regions to global capacity building 
efforts (e.g. replication in regions, content, design of 
courses to be relevant)) 

3. How can partners help to strengthen the knowledge 
base for action and capacity building? 

 
Facilitated by: Nicole 
Valentine 

Note-taker: Alison 
Schafer 

 
Slides to cover: 

1. What capacity 
building products 
and activities are 
been worked on 
for Phase I? 

2. What activities will 
be continued or 
added in Phase II? 

3. What have been 
strengths and 
weaknesses of the 
process thus far? 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00 – 10:30 Break  
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Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

10:30 - 12:00 Session 6. Cracking the nut: strengthening measurement, 
monitoring and evaluation of SDH work at the country 
level 

This session will present the challenge of having a uniform 
monitoring and evaluation framework for the Initiative 
when considering country impact and explore the learnings 
from  monitoring country and regional work during Phase I. 

Discussant introduction and presentation: Orientation of 
measurement challenges (10 minutes) 

Nicole Valentine  

Presentations: (40 minutes) 

1.Experience of Lao in evaluation for design, model 
building and scale-up (20 minutes) 

Shogo Kubota, Regional Adviser, WHO Western Pacific 
Regional Office (WPRO) 

2.Lessons from PAHO on the regional monitoring guideline 
development (20 minutes) 

Orielle Solar  

Discussion (40 minutes) 

  
Facilitated by: Patrick 
Bodenmann 

Note-taker: Julia 
Berenson 

 12:00 - 13:00 Lunch  

13:00 - 14:00 

 

Session 7. Advocacy, mainstreaming and monitoring for 
global visibility and sustainability of SDH action 

This session will outline the main products giving global 
visibility to social determinants of health during Phase I and 
discuss what the implications are for products with visibility 
during Phase II, with a specific emphasis on monitoring and 
data products. 

Presentations: (3-7 slides each) (25 minutes) 

Setting the scene: Products contributing to visibility and 
mainstreaming in the Initiative  

Sudhvir Singh / Nicole Valentine (5 minutes) 

Internal WHO organizational sustainability of work to 
support country action on SDH  

 
Facilitated by: Jessica 
Allen, Deputy-Director, 
Institute of Health 
Equity, University 
College London, 
London, United 
Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland  

Note-taker: Antia 
Castedo, Researcher,  
University College 
London, London, 
United Kingdom of 
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Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

Molly Biehl, Data, Analytics and Delivery/Delivery for Impact 
Unit, WHO Headquarters (5 minutes) 

External visibility using data and monitoring 

--The WHO Operational Framework for Monitoring the 
Social Determinants of Health  

Julia Berenson, Equity and Health Unit, Department of Social 
Determinants, WHO Headquarters (5 minutes) 

--Progress to date on building the World Inequality 
database and future prospects for supporting 
strengthened work on the SDH  (5 minutes) 

Ahmad Hosseinpoor, Data and Analytics for Impact, Health 
Inequalities, WHO  

Discussion questions: (20 minutes) 

1. What do we emphasise as products for Phase II, building 
on Phase I work on the World Report and on the 
Operational Framework for Monitoring the Social 
Determinants of Health Equity  

2. Which mainstreaming products are important for 
internal visibility and sustainability?  

3. Which palatable agendas can we connect to in order to 
scale up visibility? How to get SDH equity as a real worry 
for citizens?  

Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

 

 

14:00 - 15:15 Session 8. Multisectoral governance  - learning within the 
SDH Initiative and the value-added for enhanced 
collaborations: structured discussion with inputs 

This session will invite participants to discuss how the 
Initiative is fostering multisectoral governance and how 
multisectoral governance is supportive for action at the 
local level. A few presentations on particular topics are used 
to focus on some process levers for multisectoral action: 
namely, legislation and community/civil society capacity 
strengthening for participation. Among other interesting 
levers to be discussed are the use of monitoring and the 
integration of data for service improvement, as levers for 
action on the social determinants of health in countries.  

Structured discussion: (45 minutes) 

 
Facilitated by: Nicole 
Valentine  

Note-taker: Hugo 
Vasquez 

 

Additional theme:  
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Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

1. What have we learnt about building multisectoral 
governance for advancing SDH and health equity? 

Input presentation: Legislation as a lever  

Joelle Auert, Health Governance, UHC/Lifecourse Division, 
WHO Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland 

2. What have we learnt about incorporating communities 
to provide pressure and demand for intersectoral 
work? 

Input presentation: Using community and civil society 
training on development rights as a voice for multisectoral 
action 

Guilia Zevi, International Development Law Organization 
(IDLO), Rome, Italy  

15:15 - 15:45 Break   

14:15 - 15:00 Session 9. Narratives and strategic communication and 
packaging of what has been learnt and produced 

This session will invite participants to consider the range of 
achievements, learnings and products produced as part of 
the SDH Initiative and to identify how these can be 
disseminated and communicated to enhance action. 

Presentation: Deliverables for Phase I (3 slides) (5 minutes)  

Nicole Valentine 

Presentation: the Emerging Narrative  (3 slides) (5 minutes) 

Sudhvir Singh 

Discussion questions: (35 minutes) 

1. How do we package and disseminate in a coherent 
way? 

2. What is the timing? 
3. What aspect of the packaging and dissemination to we 

do at the country meeting, 19-21 March 2024? 

 

 

 

  
Facilitated by: Nicole 
Valentine  

Note-taker: Antia 
Castedo 
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Time Agenda item Facilitator and notes 

16:15 - 16:45 Session 10. Priorities for further work on the proposal, 
next steps and timeline 

This session will identify priorities to advance the 
finalization of the proposal for Phase II, the timeline and 
responsibilities. 

Working presentation: Wrap-up and agreements 

 

 
Facilitated by: Nicole 
Valentine 

Note-taker: Antia 
Castedo 

16:45 - 17:00 Closing Remarks  

Erika Placella 
Sir Michael Marmot 
Sudhvir Singh 

 
Facilitated by: Nicole 
Valentine 

 

 


