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  Annotated provisional agenda for the sixteenth session 

To be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva starting on 7 June 2023 at 9:30 a.m. 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Adoption of the agenda and election of officers 

2. Scanner data 

3. Other data sources 

4. Implementation of the Classification of Individual Consumption According to 

Purpose  

5. Modernisation of the Consumer Price Indices production 

6. Expenditure weights in the Consumer Price Indices 

7. Quality adjustments 

8.  Consumer Price Indices for household groups and measuring well-being 

9. Other Consumer Price Indices issues 

10. Future work 

 II. Annotations to the provisional agenda 

 1.  Adoption of the agenda and election of officers 

1. The meeting is organized following decisions of the Conference of European 

Statisticians (ECE/CES/2022/16 and ECE/CES/2022/16/Add.1) and of the fifteenth session 

of the Group of Experts on Consumer Price Indices in 2021.  
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 2.  Scanner data 

   Session Chair: Michael Hardie, Offices for National Statistics, United Kingdom, and Claude 

Lamboray, Statistics Luxembourg. 

2. The session will discuss the practical implementation of scanner data, including costs 

and benefits of moving to scanner data, IT/software issues, and organisational and legal 

issues (access to data, and cooperation with scanner data providers). Presentations will 

address calculation methods (such as multilateral index methods), a combination of scanner 

data and survey data, the use of scanner data for sampling purposes, classification issues, and 

how to deal with quality changes and seasonality in scanner data.  

 3. Other data sources 

  Session Chair: Helen Sands, Offices for National Statistics, United Kingdom 

3. This session will present new data sources to produce the Consumer Price Indices 

(CPI), internet, and administrative registers. Presentations will address the experiences and 

challenges of collecting prices (and quantities) from new data sources and integrating these 

into the existing CPI. Presentations will discuss opportunities and challenges of using new 

data sources, for instance, timeliness and how to evaluate the quality and reliability of new 

data sources.  

 4. Implementation of the Classification of Individual Consumption 

According to Purpose 

  Session Chair: Valentina Stoevska, International Labour Organization 

4. Presentations for this session will refer to the experiences with preparing the 

implementation of the Classification of Individual Consumption According to Purpose 

(COICOP) 2018. This will include examples of how previous changes in classification have 

been implemented in CPI or how compilers are planning for the next update. 

 5. Modernisation of the Consumer Price Indices production 

  Session Chair: Patrick Kelly, Statistics South Africa 

5. Presentations will discuss experiences with modernizing the CPI production system 

and processes. How to develop more robust, flexible, and transparent production systems, 

reducing the dependency on any single data source or collection mode. Moving toward the 

use of electronic data sources, including scanner data and price collection from the Internet, 

requires investments in suitable software, training of staff, sample redesign, and adaption of 

data processing and calculation and weighting procedures. It is also about how to develop 

production systems that are efficient and user-friendly for CPI staff to work with and improve 

overall cost efficiency. The quality assurance and comparison of CPI produced using a new 

system/methods alongside existing approaches and how reassurance can be provided to both 

compilers and users will be considered.  

 6. Expenditure weights in the Consumer Price Indices 

  Session Chair: Daniel Sanchez Serra, Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development 

6. Papers and presentations for this topic will present country experiences from the 

lockdown period, including on how the statistical office has dealt with the changing 

consumption weights in the CPI and compilation of alternative CPIs based on ‘lockdown’ 

weights and experiences with communication to users. The presentation will also discuss 
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what theoretically should be the preferred weights for the CPI, the use of sub-annual (monthly 

or quarterly) weights, price-updating of weights, and data sources for expenditure weights. 

 7. Quality adjustments 

  Session Chair: Corinne Becker-Vermeulen, Federal Statistical Office of Switzerland  

7. Adjustments for quality changes of goods and services are one of the main challenges 

in CPI compilation. A variety of direct or implicit methods for adjusting for quality changes 

exists. Presentations will address the practical experiences with quality adjustments of 

products such as clothing, cars, and products with high technology content (e.g., computers, 

mobile phones) and/or frequent model replacements. Services constitute specific challenges, 

for instance, it may be difficult to identify the units to be sampled and ensure that the units 

are kept constant over time. The quantity and the quality of the services may change, and 

appropriate adjustments should be made to account for such changes. In some cases, the 

service may be bundled with a good which makes the identification of the service and the 

quality even more difficult. The session will discuss the problems of particular services such 

as insurance, health, transport, legal and financial services, telecommunication services, and 

web-based services in terms of identification of suitable units and adjustments for quality 

changes, and which solutions or models. 

 8.  Consumer Price Indices for household groups and measuring well-

being 

  Rob Cage, Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States 

8. Over the previous year price increases on consumer products, including energy and 

food, have increased households´ cost of living. In many countries, governments have 

initiated programs to compensate households. Governments and other users of statistics have 

demanded suitable measures to assess the impact of inflation on households’ standard of 

living. This has highlighted the use of the CPI as a measure of cost-of-living and raised 

questions about to what extent the headline CPI is suitable for compensation purposes or if 

separate CPIs for specific groups of households, including, e.g., low-income or other 

vulnerable groups of households are needed. The session will discuss the compilation of CPIs 

for specific population groups or geographic areas for compensation purposes.  

 9.  Other Consumer Price Indices issues 

  Giorgi Tetrauli, National Statistics Office of Georgia 

9. This session will present the International Monetary Fund’s way of calculating global 

and regional measures of inflation and Eurostat will present the topic of owner-occupied 

housing and the harmonized index of consumer prices (HICP). 

 10. Future work 

10. Participants wishing to propose points under this item are requested to inform the 

secretariat as soon as possible.  
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